
M ARY BAKER has joined T he 
U niversity C o-op Bookshop 

L ibrary Services D ivision as their 
L ibrary C onsu ltant. M ary  has a 
strong background in N SW  Specials, 
inc lud ing being the youngest 
recip ient o f the M aria  Gemenis 
Award for contribution  to special 
librarianship  in N SW . She was 
form erly w ith  Bennett Ebsco 
Subscription Service, w ith  a short 
consu ltancy at the D epartm ent of 
Corrective Services in between Ebsco 
and Co-op.

Paul Mercieca has recently joined 
D andenong V alley Regional L ibrary 
Service as Reference, Inform ation and 
N etwork Librarian. Paul was 
previously Reference Librarian at the 
A ustralian  C atho lic  U niversity, M ercy 
C am pus. H e is curren tly w orking on 
his thesis for M aster o f  business 
(Inform ation Technology) at the 
Royal M elbourne Institute of 
Technology University.

Linda Beveridge, Director

Defence Information Services has 
been selected to undertake the Senior 
W om en in M anagem ent Program . 
She is currently w orking w ith  
D epartm ent o f H ealth H ousing and 
C o m m un ity  Services, Policy 
D evelopm ent D ivision. T he Director 
Defence Information Services 
position is now held by Denise Bird.

Robyn Jenes has been appointed 
to the position o f Senior Information 
Librarian in the Baillieu Library, 
U niversity o f M elbourne. Previous to 
this, Robyn was the Subject L ibrarian 
for Education at the H um an ities and 
Social Sciences L ibrary (form erly 
M ain  L ibrary), M onash University. 
Robyn has also w orked as a lib rary 
assistant at the SEC T echnical 
L ibrary, the Institute of Public Affairs 
and the Law Library, M onash Library 
and has taught in the areas o f Early 
C h ildhood  Education, Language and 
C h ild ren ’s Literature. Robyn ’s most 
recent research has been in the area of 
adolescent subculture. ■
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A ll S t a tes
LIBRARY BINDING 
SERVICE

Unit 5/47-49 Vicars Street, Mitchell, ACT 2911

NATIONWIDE 
LIBRARY BINDING 

FOR
❖  UNIVERSITIES
❖  RESEARCH 

INSTITUTIONS
❖  LAW & MEDICAL 

LIBRARIES

BINDING
PREPARATION

SOFTWARE
AVAILABLE

Enquiries:
RICHARD or AUDREY

Ph: Canberra (06) 241 4224 V_______________ __________ J

S T O P  T H IE V IN G !!
with Checkpoint’s 

Library Security System
IT’S EFFECTIVE ...
The CHECKPOINT Security System has a documented 
record of reducing book losses by an average of 80-90% and ...

IT’S SIMPLE...
by far the most trim, least complicated of all existing systems to 
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is 
quick, easy and very economical.

IT’S RELIABLE ...
no embarrassment due to false-alarms. An alarm means an 
attempted book theft. Excellent head-to-toe detection.

IT’S INEXPENSIVE...
we designed this system to be within the budget of every library 
or media centre.

Phone Checkpoint now for an obligation free quote: 
Melbourne: Ph: (03) 525 2757 Canberra: Ph: (06) 281 6940
Sydney: Ph: (02) 398 9088 Brisbane: Ph: (074) 988 466
Perth: Ph: (09) 276 4056 Adelaide: Ph: (08) 232 1282
For country and interstate enquiries please phone our toll free number

(008) 33 9473

to BOOK THEFT IN YOURLIBRARY wy uwted

Put a

c in rxo u n c  trig*
Australian & New 
Zealand Books In Print 
on CD ROM with 
annotations.

Contact 
Sarah Cannon 
PH (03) 645 1511 
Fax (03) 645 3981

i— —3THORPE
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LIBRARY SYSTEMS -  
COMPUTER SERVICES
• DATA CONVERSIONS

• PROGRAMMING

• REQUIREMENTS SPECIFICATION

• ANALYSIS & DESIGN

• DOCUMENTATION

CONTACT ALEX HOLLAND 

PO BOX 582, LEICHHARDT, NSW  2040 

TEL  (02) 568 3408 FAX (02) 5 16 3779

^ n i  | C  INFORMATION 
U r U d  SERVICES
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Life's better with a book’
THE 1992 CAMPAIGN

TheAustralumBookPublishersAssociationiscontlnuing 
the Life’s better with a book promotion with Life. Be In It! 
The campaign aims to promote books and reading. This 
year, two million 24-page full-colour magazine style 
Book Guides, featuring 100 individual titles and many 
more pages of advertorial, will be distributed nationally 
in weekend newspapers November 28-29.
This campaign will be reinforced by three months of 
community service advertising on radio and television 
that reminds people of the value of books.
Order the library kit below and support the promotion 
with badges and bookmarks that carry the campaign 
image in your library.

T H E  L IB R A R Y  K IT
Contains: 25 Book Guides

5 Badges 
500 Bookmarks 
ISBN 9990 00305X 
PRICE $50.00

PLUS! Each BOOK GUIDE contains a 
$5.00 Australian Book Voucher*

r Please send your cheque with order to:
L ifes b e tte r w ith a book.™ 

Random House Australia 
25 Havelock Road (Private Bag 43), 

Bayswater VIC 3153

n

NAME:.....

LIBRARY:

ADDRESS:

ORDER No................. ...........................................
(Q T Y )... . . . . .  LIBRARY KIT @ $50.00

IS B N  9 9 90  00305X
* Each Book Voucher is redeemable with every 

purchase to the value of $50.00 or more.

L

NB: M inim um  order is one Library Kit. 
Contents will no l be old separately.
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Australian Tertiary 
Libraries: Issues for 

the 1990s
R obert Barnes  review s this 
im p orta n t new  com pilation

HIS COLLECTION of essays, edited by the ANU 
University Librarian, Colin Steele, and including 
contributions from two other ANU librarians, Michael 
Evans and Joan Jensen, should be read by everyone who 

cares about this country’s future.
W e are all told regularly that information is the key to 

Australia’s survival. These essays, while in places veiled in the 
decent obscurity of librarianly prose, reveal all too clearly our 
patchy record in collecting that information down to the present. 
Although they are not entirely pessimistic in tone they do not 
make this reader much more confident for the future.

The problems, of course, are partly financial. Michael Evans 
shows that average academic book prices, in Australian dollars, 
went up by about two and a half times in the 1980s, and journal 
subscriptions by about three dmes.

Not surprisingly, most academic libraries were buying fewer 
books at the end of the decade than at the beginning, and had 
cancelled more journal subscripdons than they had placed— and 
diis although the number of books and journals published in all 
fields had increased, and the use made of the libraries had 
increased even more.

The solution, despite certain enthusiastic noises made in this 
collection, does not yet lie in the ‘E(lectronic)-Library’. Colin 
Steele quotes the University o f Melbourne Review o f  Library 
Services, 1991: ‘There is no doubt that print materials are, and will 
remain for the immediate future, the major source of information 
for the majority of lib rary  users.’

One cannot see this situation changing greatly, so long as the 
commercial interests of publishers and the politics of academic 
publishing combine to preserve it. Also, for many areas of 
research, the available electronic texts (produced of course by 
commercial publishers) are not suitable for much more than word 
searches, and sometimes cost as much as the same texts in print.

Nor does the solution yet lie in the ‘Distributed National 
Collection’ For some, this term is simply a way o f indicating 
where our existing library strengths are. Others, including Colin 
Steele, believe it should be a more positive plan for developing 
particular areas in particular libraries (and quite possibly 
discouraging other libraries from developing the same areas).

W e can hardly be optimistic that universities will quickly 
agree to any such plan (or the government for that matter, when 
it is called on to fund at least one decent collection in Australia for 
each area o f knowledge, not to mendon die costs of making that 
collection available to the rest of the country).

Nor, finally, does the solution lie in die National Library of 
Australia. Whereas the university libraries at least try to meet the 
needs of their immediate clientele, the National Library is still 
trying to find its clientele. It has never had the resources to 
develop a ‘universal’ collection on anything like the scale of the 
British Library, and its Collection Development Policy, 1990, finally 
abandons any such ideal.

C olin  Steele notes that the N ational L ibrary now spends 
little more on acquisitions than the largest university libraries 
do, and qu ite justifiab ly labels its p o lity  as a ‘patchw ork’.

Australian Tertiary Libraries, then, does not give simple 
answers to the problems it discusses (and it discusses many more 
o f them than this review has mentioned, including new problems 
created by the Unified National System). W hat it does make clear 
is that unless these problems are seen as urgent matters of national 
policy and not the in-house chatter of librarians, then we have no 
chance of climbing out of our rut. ►
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