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U R IN G  T H E  past three 
years we have seen the 
federal govern m en t’s 
education  p o licy  

statem ents focus upon the 
developm en t of the un ified  h igh er 
education  system . 1992 w ill be the 
year o f  the TAFE, w here a lready  
large sum s of m oney are being  
invested.

W ith in  the D ep artm ent of 
E m ploym ent, E ducation  and 
T ra in in g  there is a g row ingO t> O
ackno w ledgm en t that not o n ly  is a 
lack of a tertiary  qu a lif ied  w orkforce 
a draw back  to an in te rn atio n a lly  
p roductive and com petitive 
A ustralia , but so is an illiterate  and 
un sk illed  w orkforce.

H ence the shift in focus to 
vocational education  and tra in in g  
for both school-leavers and  those 
a lready in the w orkforce. In m ak in g  
this change, M in is te r Peter B aldw in  
has a lready given ackno w ledgm en t 
to the cross sectoral im p lica tio n s of 
this p o licy , especially  as regards 
in frastructu re , in c lud in g  lib raries.

T h e  A ssociation recognised in 
1991 that it needed to be p repared  
to take advan tage of this 
o p p o rtun ity  to prom ote lib raries. It 
therefore estab lished two w o rk in g  
parties: one to consider the TA FE  
changes and  the F inn  report, an d  
one to consider the second part of 
the Jo n es Report on the role of 
lib raries, in c lu d in g  the fun d in g  o f  
p ub lic  lib raries, and at the sam e 
tim e it issued a d iscussion paper on 
the broad issues invo lved in the 
cross sectoral use of libraries.

T h e  TA FE  W o rk in g  Party  
m em bers (the President, Bev K irby, 
M s A nne H azell, C h a ir  of the Board 
o f  E ducation  and the P resident of 
the T A FE  L ibraries Section , M s 
C hris  H arrison ) w ill be 
recom m end in g  a strategy to the 
G eneral C ou nc il in the near future.

I he Jones R eport (part 2), w h ile

basica lly  focusing  upon p ub lic  
lib raries, id en tif ied  the need  fo ra  
m echan ism  to enab le  b etter co­
operation  betw een  the lib rary  
sectors, and  it m ade specific 
recom m endation s regard ing  
fun d in g  for p ub lic  lib raries. T h e 
C o m m itte e  o n ly  has the p ow er to 
m ake  recom m endation s to the 
H ouse of R epresen tatives S tan d in g  
C o m m itte e  for L ong term  
Strateg ies. It has no de legation s 
o ther than  to report and  
recom m end . Phis second part o f  the 
report has been referred to the 
D epartm ent of the Arts, Sport, the 
E nvironm en t and  T errito ries 
(D A SE T ) for con sideratio n  and 
response. As the N ation a l L ib rary of 
A ustra lia  is part o f  D A SE T , it w ill 
be involved in the developm en t of 
this response.

Je n n y  C ram , 1992 V ice- 
P resident, Jan e  K ing (V icto rian  
G eneral C o u n c illo r) and  m yse lf  w ill 
be develo p ing  a d iscussion  paper on 
the second part of this report for 
G eneral C o u n c il ’s consideration  in 
M arch  1992.

T he A ssociation ’s G eneral 
C o u n c il considered  a d iscussion  
paper on the cross sectoral use o f  
lib raries developed by the A C T  
G eneral C o u n c illo r , C o lin  Steele , 
and  the V ic to rian  G eneral 
C o  unci 1 lor, (ane  K ing, at its 
N ovem ber 1991 m eeting . D ue to 
the w idesp read  in terest in this issue, 
and  the C o u n c il’s desire to consu lt 
w ith  ACI .IS an d  C A U L  on this 
issue, a decision  on a stra tegy  w as 
de layed  p en d ing  further 
consu ltation  w ith  both D iv isions o f  
the A ssociation , and A C L IS  and 
C A U L .

T here  is litt le  doub t that m ajo r 
changes are in store for the TA FE  
sector, and  this w ill have 
im p lication s not o n ly  for LAFE 
libraries and courses, b ut also for 
o ther lib rary  sectors.

With over 7 vears' experience we believe there are 
not many library problems we haven't tackled 
sometime, somewhere.
We understand the pressure to keep cataloguing 
down, to keep acquisitions moving, to keep the 
library functioning whatever the crisis.
This is why our expertise really pays off. Because 
we know the best wav to handle these situations we 
offer the best and most cost-effective solutions. 
Whether you need temporary or permanent library 
staff, call on us for total professional help and 
understanding.

School of L ibrarianship
University of N SW

INDEXING C O U R SE S
In t ro d u c t io n  to  B o o k  In d e x in g

A pril 22  - M ay  2 7  6 -9  p m  
In d e x in g  T e c h n ic a l  M a te r ia l 

Ju ly  3 0  - A ug  2 7  6 -9  p m  
C o m p u te r - a id e d  In d e x in g  

Ju n e  10 - Ju ly  8 6 -9  p m
E x pre ssio ns of in te res t a re  s o u g h t fo r a 
4 day  in d ex in g  w o rk s h o p  w h ich  w ill 
co ver b o th  in tro d u c to ry  b o o k  in d ex ­
in g  a n d  c o m p u te r -a id e d  in d e x in g  to  
be h e ld  in (line , 1992.
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