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At a confereiue 
we see ourselves 

as part of a wider 
community.

TH E  1992 ALIA Biennial C onference will begin very shortly  in A lbury- 
W odonga. I look forw ard to m eeting so m any people, from  every state 
and w ith  m any backgrounds and interests.

B ut w hat o f those unable to be in A lbury-W odonga? C an the 
Conference mean som ething to all members? I believe that it can and it does.

ALLA’s Strategic Plan, the Vision, Mission, Goals and Objectives presented in 
this issue o f inCite, looks forward at the environm ent affecting libraries and library 
services over the next five to ten years. T o  look afresh at our reasons for existence 
and to develop a mission for the future was an im portant exercise. T o  confirm 
appropriateness o f  the four objects o f the Association was pleasing. ALIA is on 
target. W ith  its Strategic Plan and the strategies which will be endorsed to m eet our 
objectives we will be ready to complete the planning process with program 
budgeting.

H ow  does this conference or indeed any conference meet ALIA’s goals and 
objectives? T he goals o f the proposed Strategic Plan cover leadership, advocacy and 
mutual support. ALIA conferences support these goals. They continue to be o f 
benefit for m any years. W e benefit from the participation o f others, meeting with 
them  to share ideas. W e benefit from the presentations as we read and discuss the 
published papers.

Every paper given, heard, read and or discussed then or in the future supports 
our goal o f leadership. Leadership is provided through the Conference in the 
exhibition o f new products and ideas.

In an earlier Pront Line I looked at the role o f ALIA in relation to other groups 
and associations in our profession. I claimed that ALLA provides an umbrella under 
which we bring together m any different sections and levels o f our profession. 
Conferences are a m echanism for m aintaining such a support structure for our 
members. W hile the records o f those conferences are im portant to the history o f 
our profession, between now and the next conference they provide us with a focus 
for our developm ent. T he conference therefore makes a significant contribution to 
our corporate knowledge and the corporate identity.

All publicity, public relations and involvement o f key decision makers in our 
conference supports our goal o f advocacy. W e offer participants the opportunity  to 
develop lobbying skills.

M utual support is evident when we exchange information w ith others. M utual 
support exists in what we hear, see and take back to the workplace and to our 
colleagues. It is in the contacts we make, in form ing and m aintaining our networks. 
At a conference we see ourselves as part o f a wider com m unity.

As the conference gets closer members may have the opportunity  to hear 
conference speakers who are travelling through. W atch for notices o f this in Events.

T he conference papers will be published and will remain as a perm anent record 
o f our com ing together, o f sharing inform ation and o f the exploration o f com m on 
issues. I encourage you to read the conference papers and recom mend their reading 
to your colleagues.

Ten years ago the Library Association o f Australia held its 22nd  Biennial 
Conference in Adelaide. In ten years we have come such a long way. A comparison 
o f the sessions in Adelaide w ith those in A lbury-W odonga shows how m uch the 
environm ent has changed. T he Adelaide conference was titled Challenge and 
Response. Judith Baskin in her address as President o f the Library Association o f 
Australia described the challenge as ‘to provide the most cost-effective and 
appropriate library services to meet needs o f the Australian com m unity and the 
world com m unity’.

T h e  C onference concen tra ted  on the effects o f  the inform ation  explosion 
on the delivery o f  library services and special areas such as censorship, 
copyright, literacy and m arketing . In 1992 the challenge is to claim a role as 
m ajor players in developing the ‘clever co u n try ’. T h e  focus is on the role o f  
libraries in o u r society, on  ensuring  th a t we have the skills to claim our 
position  as inform ation  specialists and on  the m ethods o f  lodging and being 
successful w ith those claims.

O u r conference in 1992 has som e trendy  session titles such as ‘T he 
T ransparen t L ibrary’, ‘Beyond the L ibrary’, L ibrary w ith o u t W alls’, 
‘E m po w erm en t’, ‘Being G reen ’, ‘Im ag in ing’, and, ‘Spheres o f  In fluence’ b u t 
the o ther sessions w ith  m ore trad itiona l titles also offer an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
explore together the issues o f  today.

T h e  library and inform ation  services profession in A ustralia will be the 
richer for A lbury-W odonga. O u r  ability  to partic ipate will no t cease after the 
C onference ends. There is n o th in g  new about us facing a challenge b u t every 
now and  then we need to re-arm . Biennial conferences enable the developm ent 
o f  ou r own p ic tu re o f  the  w orld in w hich we w ork and  the challenges ahead. 
W hat comes o u t o f  the C onference belongs to ALIA and  its m em bers. L et’s 
wish A lbury-W odonga all the very best! ■
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