
Serials in the distributed 
national collection

A recent ACLIS project has provided fresh insights, 
here reported by D erek W hitehead

O W  M A N Y  serial titles 
are held by one or m ore 
A ustralian libraries?
H ow  m any o f  them  are 

listed in the national b ib liographic 
database on ABN? H ow  m uch 
reliable in form ation  do we have 
abou t the collective national 
collection o f  serials?

T h e answers to these questions 
are, o f course, no t know n. T hey  
may have com e a little closer as a 
result o f  a recently-com pleted  
ACLIS research project. Serials in  
the distributed national collection is 
the report o f  the ACLIS Serials 
Practices Survey co nduc ted  by 
D erek W h itehead  and  H elen G arth  
o f the State L ibrary o f  V ictoria. T h e  
research was m ainly carried o u t in 
1990 and 1991, and  was 
substantially  funded  by a research 
grant from  ACLIS.

T he survey had its origins in 
concerns o f the ACLIS Resources 
Subcom m ittee in Victoria that serials 
union lists were not adequately 
updated by libraries. T he objectives of 
the survey were to:
• survey the practices of 

A ustralian libraries w hen 
acquiring, cancelling or 
changing serials holdings;

• identify  cu rren t practices and 
the reasons for them ;

• test sup p o rt for various op tions 
to im prove the no tification  o f 
serials holdings; and

• recom m end appropria te

procedures and changes.
T he m ain goal o f  A ustralian 

libraries is to m axim ise the n um b er 
o f useful serials holdings recorded 
centrally (in un ion  lists), and 
especially on  the Australian 
B ibliographic N etw ork  (ABN).

T he survey asked libraries abou t 
their serials practices, and  tested 
their response to som e possible 
ways o f  im proving  the s ituation . 
T here were som e surprising  results. 
For example:
• only 31%  o f  libraries consulted  

ABN  online before cancelling a 
serial

• only 6%  o f  libraries claim ed to 
notify  A B N  o f  p roposed 
changes to serials holdings

• only 26%  o f  libraries rou tinely  
notify serials changes to ABN

• bu t 32%  notify  serials changes 
to o ther un ion  lists, b u t only  
6%  to bo th

• under 50%  believe tha t they 
have any serials listed on ABN

• abou t 30%  have all o r m ost o f 
their cu rren t serials on ABN

• there was s trong  su pp o rt for 
m erging o ther u n ion  lists w ith  
ABN
T he report makes a num ber of 

recom m endations to ACLIS, chiefly 
relating to ABN. It has been sent to 
all ACLIS members and will be 
considered at the next m eeting o f the 
ACLIS N ational Council. In the 
meantime, copies are available from 
M argaret H enry at ACLIS. ■

Good news for the N. Territory
Further distance education links now forged  

betw een CSU and NTU
F O U R -year agreement 

has been signed between 
the Dean of Business at 
N orthern  Territory 

University, Len H Greenwood, and 
the Dean o f Science and Agriculture 
o f CSU, Jim  E Pratley, for the School 
o f Inform ation Studies to provide ten 
subjects from a choice of fifteen in 
librarianship from C S U ’s BA (Library 
and Inform ation Science) for each 
student undertaking N T U ’s award 
Bachelor in Library and Inform ation 
management. Teaching will be in 
distance education mode, with a part- 
time tutor em ployed by N T U , and 
N T U  will meet all the costs o f 
teletutorials and residential schools in

Darwin with C SU  lecturers, as well as 
teaching costs for each student.

T he agreement recognises that 
‘mutual cooperation between the two 
institutions is an efficient way in 
which courses relevant to the needs of 
the N orthern  Territory can be 
provided by using available distance 
education packages.’

An agreement is already in force 
for seven subjects in teacher 
librarianship to be provided in the 
distance education m ode by the 
School o f Inform ation Studies to 
students in the Faculty o f Education 
at N l ’U, as part of the B.Ed 
requirements.

Maxine Rochester ■

F E R N T R E E
C O M P U T E R  C O R P O R A T I O N

Since 1977 libraries 
have been turning to 
F ern tree  for the 
so lu tio n s to their  
information needs. . .
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. . .  for library management
OCELOT for  SPECIALS 
OCELOT for SCHOOLS

Visit Margie and Leona 
at Stand 30 at the ALIA 
Conference to see what 
Ferntree Information 
is all about.
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