
Valete, Ken and Yasuko M yer
W arren Horton  has w ritten  a m oving appreciation  

of th is much-loved couple

K
E N N E T H  B aillieu  M yer, w ho d ied  w ith  his w ife  Yasuko in an 
a ircraft acc iden t in A laska on 30  Ju ly  w as a key supp o rter o f 
A u stra lian  lib raries th rough  m uch  o f  h is life.

Ken M yer served on the N atio n a l L ib rary  o f  A u stra lia  C o u n c il 
for 21 years from  O ctober 1960 , an  u n p ara lle led  record  o f  p ub lic  serv ice to the 
L ib rary . H e w as C h a irm an  o f the C o u n c il from  A ugust 1974  u n til he retired  
from  it in  M arch  1982 . H e w as c lo se ly  invo lved  in the p lan n in g  for the 
N atio n a l L ib rary  b u ild in g  and  a strong  cham p io n  o f  the L ib ra ry ’s role in 
science and  tech no lo gy , and in the A sian  reg ion . H e gave the L ib rary  very 

s ig n if ic an t f in an c ia l support, not o n ly  th rough  m ajo r d o nation s to its G eneral
T ru st L und  w h ich  w as 
estab lished  on his in it ia t iv e  but 
by tw o cap ita l do nation s to 
fund  the A u stra lian  L ib raries 
S u m m it o f  1988 and  the 
Towards Federation 2001 
C on feren ce  in M arch  1992 . 
T h e  L riends o f  the N atio n a l 
L ib rary  o f  A u stra lia  in  1990 
estab lished  the an nu al K enneth  
M yer L ecture  in his honour.

H e also had  a w id er in terest 
in b roader A ustra lian  lib rary  
m atters, not o n ly  th rough  
fu n d in g  supp o rt for som e o ther 
lib raries but also as an 
art icu la te  and  com m itted  
advocate  on the p rofession 's 
behalf. A  m ajo r concern  to h im  
was the n a tio n ’s need for 
d yn am ic  sc ien tif ic  and 
tech no lo g ica l in fo rm ation  
services, in the context o f  broad 

in fo rm ation  p lan n in g  and  w ith  
lib raries as a m ajo r p artic ip an t. K en’s ap p o in tm en t as a C o m p an io n  in the 
O rder o f  A u stra lia  in 1 976  dem onstrated  his n a tio n a l stan d in g  as a m an o f  
affairs w ho led in a w ide  range o f  in te llec tu a l an d  cu ltu ra l forum s.

T h e  A u stra lian  L ib rary  and  In fo rm ation  A ssociation  recogn ised  K en ’s 
o u tstan d in g  co n trib u tio n  to the profession in 1989 , w hen  it conferred  on h im  
the p restig ious R edm o nd  Barry A w ard . T his aw ard  is for a lay  person not 
em p lo yed  in a lib ra ry  w ho has rendered  o u tstan d in g  service to the p rom otion  
o f  a lib rary  or lib raries or to the p ractice  o f  lib ra r ian sh ip . It was p resented  to 
Ken by the then  P residen t at a m ost h ap p y  fun ction  at the N atio n a l L ib rary  in 
N ovem ber 1989.

Yasuko gave Ken a sp lend id  70 th  b ir th d ay  p arty  in M elb o urn e  on 2 M arch  
1991. T h e  part lib raries had p layed  in his life  w as d em o nstrated  by the large 
num b er o f  guests d raw n  from the profession or w ho had  first m et Ken in 
various lib rary  ac tiv ities . T h ey  and  a ll o thers w ith  w h o m  he d ea lt over the years 
w ill have the fondest m em ories o f  h im  and  Yasuko. Ken had a g ian t-sized  
p erso n ality  and  sense o f  h um o ur, and  b rought in tense cu r io s ity  and  in fectious 
en th usiasm  to all his interests. H is bread th  of interests w as staggering .

M y  last m eetin g  w ith  Ken was on 10 Ju n e , w hen I v isited  h im  in S yd n ey  to 
d iscuss som e N atio n a l L ib rary  m atters. W e fin ished  these very  q u ick ly , and 
then over coffee he started  ta lk in g  about his past life. T h e  passage o f  a RAN  
ship  dowrn the h arb ou r led h im  to rem em ber his W o rld  W a r  II naval career, 
and  his subsequent posting  to Jap an  w ith  the o ccup atio n  forces that led to his 
life long  interest in Asia. He ranged over varied  top ics in c lu d in g  the im portance  
of Yasuko in his life , the role he saw  for A u stra lia  in t ra in in g  the A sian/Pacific 
lib rary  profession , and o pp o rtun ities for A ustra lian  tech no lo g ica l developm ent 
in the next cen tu ry . H e o u tlin ed  his th in k in g  on adven tu rous p lan s, w h ich  
sad ly  w ill not now be im p lem en ted , to further assist A u stra lian  lib raries over 
the next decade.

T h e  co n trib u tio n  o f  Ken M yer to our profession  w as tow ering . H e and 
Yasuko w ill be very m uch m issed by the m any peop le in the profession w hom  
they befriended , in fluenced  and supported  over the years. ■

Ken and Yasuko Myer at the Towards 
Federation 2001 Conference in March
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A guide to acquisition and 
collection development in 

Australian studies, this work 
looks at the nature and growth 
of Australian studies; surveys 

Australian publishing and 
examines the acquisition of 

Australians through a series 
of theme papers.
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