
Allan Horton honoured by UNSW
Doctor of Letters for form er U n iversity  Librarian

A LI AN HOR TON graduated widi a 
Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Sydney in 1949 while working as a 

junior clerk in the Public Library of New 
South Wales, which he had joined at the 
age of 16. In 1953 he became the first 
Archives Officer in the Public Library of 
New South Wales and contributed 
significantly to die drafting of the NSW  
Archives Act which set up the State 
Archives Authority. In I960 he became 
Associate Librarian at die University of 
New South Wales. Six years later he 
succeeded John Metcalfe as Librarian and 
continued in diat post until his retirement 
in 1988.

Allan’s eminence is largely based on the 
development of the UNSW  Library from a 
small facility aui by the Sydney Technical 
( Allege, to the major, general library with 
teaching and research collections of almost 
one and a half million items and a staff of 
over 200 serving the needs of a large 
university. Under his guidance and 
leadership, die Library'attained national 
recognition based on the strength of its 
collections and die important 
organisational, technological and service 
innovations which he introduced.

The structuring of the Library into a 
group of special libraries with their own 
staff and widi special academic advisory 
committees was an imaginative initiative 
toward fulfilling a commitment of service 
to users. Allan also saw that information 
technology would increasingly be 
important in enabling the Library to 
respond to the University’s needs. I he 
UNSW  Library remains one of the few 
major Australian university libraries widi a 
technical infrastructure diat will allow the 
great potential of information technology 
to be achieved as systems evolve.

I he creation of a major university 
library may be considered an extraordinary 
achievement for one person. During die 
same time, however, Allan contributed a 
steady stream of scholarly and professional

.uncles and reports on librarianship, which 
provide a comprehensive view of problems 
and tasks confronting an evolving 
profession in Australia.

In 1976, Allan Horton made a major 
contribution to the formulation of 
government policy widi respect to libraries 
when he chaired a committee which

compiled a landmark report, Public 
Libraries in Australia, known as ‘The 
Horton Report’ which has been die basis 
for all discussion since of the development 
of public library service in Australia.

Besides all this, Allan has been a 
publisher of books. His association with the 
University of N SW  Press began in 1976. 
During his ten-year Chairmanship of the 
Press, it began to come of age as a scholarly 
publishing house, due in no small part to 
Allan’s concern for excellence, his 
entrepreneurial spirit, and his healthy 
pragmatism.

He has done important work in the 
community for the support of government 
schools, on the Copyright Council, in die 
Library Association of Australia, die 
Australian Advisory Council on 
Bibliographic Services, and as long-serving 
adviser to Ihe International Development 
Program on the development of libraries 
and librarianship in South East Asia. In 
1969 he was elected Fellow of die Library 
Association of Australia in recognition of 
his distinguished contributions to both the 
Association and librarianship. ■

Is your database listed?
If not, it's not too late to be included with ADDA

HE AUSTRALIAN Database 
i Development Association’s fourth 

survey of Australian databases has just 
commenced. Ihe survey covers publicly 
available online databases and those which 
are planned to be made public for the first 
time ADDA is also collecting information 
on portable databases— diose distributed 
on media such as CD  ROM or floppy 
disk.

All known Australian database 
producers and online hosts are being asked 
to update information about their databases 
and to provide details of new databases 
with which they are associated.

The results will be published in a new 
edition of ADDA’s Directory o f  Australian

and New Zealand. Databases, which is 
planned for publication later in 1992. 
iTiere is no charge for a listing in the 
I Directory. 1 he Director)/ itself is also an 
online database, available on AUSINET.

ADDA’s Directory is die authoritative 
source of information on Australian 
databases, and it provides excellent publicity 
for die databases included.

If you have an online or portable 
database you wish to report, please phone 
Sheney Quinn on (03) 850 3361 or fax 
(03) 850 3641 for a questionnaire.

General enquiries about ADDA are 
welcome and should be directed to Sheney 
Quinn or d -  ADDA, PO Box 53, 
Hawthorn Vic 3122. a
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Permanent and 
Contract 

Library Staff
•  Consultancy services•  Staff training

FREELA N CE LIBRARY & 
IN FO R M A TIO N  SERV IC ES P /L

27 Kasouka Rd, Camberwell 
Victoria. 3124

(03) 813 1925 FAX (03) 882 4274
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A N D  R E F E R E N C E  M A N A G E M E N T  S Y S T E M
The essential link between your library’s resources - monograph 
and journal collections, on-line catalogues, CD-Rom databases, 
- and your clients - researchers, academic staff, students.

For more details or a demo 
disk, contact Justin Finighan
Ph: (03) 428 6851 or 
FAX: (03) 428 0929
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