
ALIA and non-English speaking readers
D e re k  W h ite h e a d  r e p o r t s  o n  C o m m o n w e a lth  a s s is ta n c e  

to  m u l t ic u l t u r a l  L ib r a r y  s e rv ic e s

N LATE 1991 ALIA w ro te 
to several C om m o nw ealth  
m in isters abou t assistance to 
m u lticu ltu ra l p ub lic  lib rary  
:s, in re lation  to the 

A ustralian  L anguage an d  L iteracy  
P o licy  (A LLP). ALIA received 
rep lies from  G erry H and and  Kim 
Beazley.

M r H and w rote in Jan u a ry  
say in g  that he had  referred the 
m atter to M r B eazley, the M in is te r  
for E m p loym en t, E ducation  and 
T ra in in g . He also said  that the 
national lan guage  service 
o rgan isation  proposed in the ALEP 
w ou ld  relate only to in terp retin g and  
translation  (ou r ita lics), and  not to 
o ther m atters.

M r Beazley (April 1992) agreed 
that 'th e  im p ortan ce  o l lib raries is 
c learly  ackno w ledged ' in the ALEP; 
sta ted  that the C o m m o n w ea lth  ‘has 
un dertaken  in itia tiv es in the areas 
for w hich  it has m ajo r fun d in g  
resp o n s ib ility ’ . He em phasised  that 
'F u n d in g  for pub lic  lib raries is 
fu n d am en ta lly  a S ta te  and local 
governm en t re sp o n s ib ility .’ T h ere  is 
a very c lear sta tem en t that p ub lic  
lib rary  fun d in g  is not, in th is area 
and  in o thers, a C o m m o n w ealth  
resp o nsib ility . In o ther w ords, 
lib raries are an im p o rtan t part of 
the ALLP but not a C o m m o n ­
w ealth  resp o nsib ility .

T h e  A u s t r a l ia n  
L a n g u a g e  a n d  L ite ra c y  
C o u n c il {A LLC )

T h is w as estab lished  early  th is 
year, and three references w ere 
su bm itted  to it by the 
C o m m o n w ea lth , and  advertised  in 
the n atio na l press. T h e  references 
g ive som e scope for lib rary  
invo lvem en t, an d  ALIA w ro te to 
the A LLC  in A pril. T h e  A LLC  
ackno w ledged  receip t o f  the b r ie f  
subm ission , and agreed  that 
'lib raries p lay  a s ign if ic an t role 
indeed in the learn in g  of ad u lt 
E nglish  and lite racy  as w ell as 
languages o ther than  English . 
Further in p u t from ALIA w ill be 
sought.

T h e  ALEC reports to the 
N ation a l Board of E m p loym en t, 
E ducation  and bra in ing  
(N B E E T )— i.e., f irm ly  w ith in  the 
educatio n  industry . It is cha ired  by 
R odney C ava lie r, and m ain ly  
represents educatio na l in terests.

Ii has estab lished  three w o rk in g  
parties:

N a t io n a l La n g u a g e  
P o lic y  L ia is o n  G ro u p  
(N LP LG )

The NLPLG m et in Sydney on 
16 M ay, and Derek attended for 
ALIA. A few points which emerged 
from the meeting:
• there was much discontent (of 

long standing) about the loss o f an 
integrated approach to language 
policy— its adm inistrative 
location, loss o f autonom y and 
education-based terns of reference 
have sidelined non-education 
aspects;

• there was w idespread discontent 
w ith  the ALLC, and particularly 
w ith  its lack of representation 
from schools and from the 
com m unity;

• FE C C A  and the NLPLG w ill 
probably organise a deputation to 
the ALLC, w ith the main 
objective being to exchange views, 
and clarify the role and interests of 
the C ouncil;

• the general environm ent is seen as 
unfavourable, w ith blocking in 
the C om m onw ealth  bureaucracy, 
and increasingly sim plistic 
approaches to policy. Much 
current work now tends to 
involve m onocultural 
assum ptions.

N a t io n a l E d u c a tio n  
F o ru m  (N E F )
A new peak body representing 
organisations w ith  interests in 
education has been formed at a 
national level, m eeting in M elbourne. 
A m em ber of the ALLC, C laire 
W oods, is a m em ber of the NEF. In 
order to prom ote the role of libraries 
in education (the scope covers schools 
and tertiary education), ALIA should 
certain ly join this body. Derek 
believes that successful lobbying can 
only be achieved in concert w ith other 
organisations.

T h e  N a t io n a l L ib r a r y 's  
ro le
Goal 4 of the ALLP says:

Language services pro vided through 
interpreting and translating prin t 
and electronic media and libraries 
should be expanded and improved. 

Although the C om m onw ealth  has 
clearly said that it has no role in 
public libraries, it does run the 
N ational L ibrary, and the N LA’s role 
in relation to m ulticu ltural library 
services should be clarified in 
correspondence w ith the relevant

portfolio (D A SETT). In particular, 
the follow ing statem ent in the ALLP 
should be clarified in correspondence 
w ith  the M inister:

At the Commonwealth level, the 
National Library o f  Australia has 
supported some pub lic libraries by 
making bulk loans from  collections 
in some Asian languages, such as 
Korean. It may be expected to play a 
role in both coordination and direct 
support.

T he NLA has recently declined to 
waive charges for inter-library loans of 
m ulticu ltural materials.

S u g g e s t io n s  f o r  f u t u r e  
d ire c t io n s
It has to be adm itted that 
C om m onw ealth  assistance to public 
libraries seems less likely now than at 
any tim e in the past eight years. In 
order to pursue funding for 
m ulticu ltural services, ALIA should 
lobby state governm ents (and 
oppositions). It would be useful to 
w rite to the states seeking information 
about their policies on m ulticu ltural 
public lib rary services.
There have been some successes in 
obtain ing research and developm ent 
funds and support for programs of 
this k ind, both through the N ational 
Agenda for a M u lticu ltu ra l Australia 
and through the N ational Policy on 
Languages. O pportunities o f this kind 
should continue to be pursued 
through the N ational Languages and 
Literacy Institute of Australia, which 
is ho ld ing a m ajor conference late this 
year.
Lite follow ing are suggested 
(includ ing  some suggestions made 
above):

1 T h at ALIA join the N ational 
Education Forum . ALIA should 
take opportunities in the education 
sector w hich arise. M ore or less 
unrelated to m ulticu ltural library 
services there is a very strong ALIA 
interest in education, since it is a 
m ajor library sector. ALIA should 
join w ith  other organisations and 
should aim  to m ake them library- 
conscious.

2 T hat ALIA w rite  to the 
C om m onw ealth  M in ister for Arts, 
Sport, Environm ent, Tourism  and 
Territories in order to seek 
clarification of the N ational 
L ibrary’s role in supporting the 
Australian Language and Literacy 
Policy.

3 I hat ALIA contact the C oalition  P*
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^  (at the C om m onw ealth  level) in 
order to ascertain its views of the 
A L L ? and its general attitudes on 
these matters. T he relevant shadow 
m in isters are David Kemp 
(E m ploym ent, Education and 
I rain ing) and Philip  Ruddock 
(E thnic Affairs). Copies of any 
correspondence should be sent to 
EECCA. D erek will prepare a 
draft.

4 T h a t ALIA m ain tain  contact w ith 
the ethn ic lobby via the N EPLC, 
inc lud ing  participation in its 
delegation to the ALLC. The 
N LPEC body consists of a w ide 
range of organisations w hich can 
assist libraries generally in their 
lobbying efforts; it should focus 
m ore on library resources in 
education , and Derek w ould be 
glad to take this m atter up.

5 T h a t ALIA develop a strategy, 
focussing on state and local 
governm ent, to obtain specific 
fund ing for support of non-English 
language and literacy m aterials in 
pub lic and state libraries.

D erek w rites that he w ou ld  w illin g ly  
becom e involved in these proposed 
courses of action should ALIA wish to 
pursue them .

HE VERY FIRST issue of 
AEIA’s Training and  
Development Directory is now  
available. It has been sent to 

all D ivisions. It contains inform ation 
about train ing and developm ent 
opportunities, arranged by place and 
date, and by subject. If you w ould like 
a copy, phone the N ational Office. 
M ost of the records relate to events, 
but there is room in the database for

inform ation about speakers, 
publications, and units in award 
courses available for con tinu ing 
education. By the tim e the next issue 
com es out in August I hope there w ill 
be lots of entries in these categories. 
Perhaps you can help.

Do you know of a m em ber o f the 
library and inform ation services 
com m un ity  w ith expertise, skill and a 
w illingness to com m unicate? Are you 
aware of a publication in the ALIA 
network that is the result of train ing 
or could be used in training? A good 
exam ple of this is the W A  Branch’s 
video on Professional Ethics. Th is 
address given last year by Professor 
Ewin, U niversity o f W A , could well 
serve as a focus for a lively group 
discussion.

Please let the T ra in ing  and 
D evelopm ent Officer know of people, 
publications and events w hich should 
be included in the database. The 
database is on trial at present, and any 
feedback would be very welcom e.

T h is is m y last T rain line , as I take 
up a new position shortly. However, 
old buffers never disappear, so I hope 
to see you at ALIA train ing and 
developm ent events from tim e to 
tim e. Best wishes to you all.

Carol Kenchington
Training and Development 
Officer

iPPP l

F O R S A L E
Four, as new, polished mountain ash 
veneer, solidly built magazine stands.
consisting of five shelves for face out 
di splay and four lots of three pigeon hold 
shelves in the base of each unit. Each unit 
measures approximately 120cm high by 
145cm wide by 44cm deep.

Price new, approximately $7(X) each, 
offered at $450 each or nearest offer. For 
further information contact:

Betty Abbott
Upper Murray Regional Library 
PO Box 368 
ALBURY NSW 2640 
Phone: (060) 238 199

24 Hour service used to be 
something you could only get 

from service stations.

I N S I G H TINFORMATICS
Now there is a new- 

standard in Library Systems 
P hone: (07) 356 3631

STOP THIEVING!!
with Checkpoint’s Library Security System
IT’S EFFECTIVE .. .
The CHECKPOINT Security System has a documented 
record of reducing book losses by an average of 80-90% and ...

IT’S SIMPLE ...
by far the most trim, least complicated of all existing systems to 
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is 
quick, easy and very economical.

IT’S RELIABLE .. .
no embarrassment due to false-alarms. An alarm means an 
attempted book theft. Excellent head-to-toe detection.

IT’S INEXPENSIVE .. .
we designed this system to be within the budget of every library 
or media centre.

Phone Checkpoint now for an obligation free quote: 
Melbourne: Ph: (03) 525 2757 Canberra: Ph: (06) 281 6940
Sydney: Ph: (02) 398 9088 Brisbane: Ph: (07) 269 8931
Perth: Ph: (09) 276 4056 Adelaide: Ph: (08) 232 1282
For country and interstate enquiries please phone our toll free number

(008) 33 9473

to BOOK THEFT IN YOUR 
LIBRARY

Chedj,point
AUSTRALIA PTY LIMITED

Put a
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