LIBLINK now links NSW university libraries

Elizabeth Curath, Secretary of UNISON, explains
the significance ofthis development

| BUNK isthe result of anshared amongst all participating

innovative project initiated

by the New South Wales

Vice-Chancellors’ Confer-
ence (NSWV-CC) on behalfof the
universities of NSW and the ACT,
LIBLINK has been implemented and
is being managed by UNILINC Ltd

libraries. 1he library user Is thus able
10 mterrodqate, with a uniform
command structure, the online
catalogues of the nine universities in
the State. LIBLINK, while nota
I|brardy system in itself, is a user-
friendly, sophisticated I|braryl Cafa-
logue fin |_n%
system whic
connects
member
libraries,
facilitating easy
searching of a
range of
university
library cata-
logues irrespec-
tive of location.

In addition
to linking the
UIHIVGI'SIW
library cata-
IOFues,
LIBLINK also
Professor Brian Smith (Chair, NSWVice-Chancellors' Conference, has the .potentlal
Vice-Chancellor, University of Western Sydney); ProfessorMichael to prUVIde d
Birt (Vice-Chancellor, University of New South Wales); Professor m anagem ent
Di Yerbury (Chair of UNISON and Vice-Chancellor, Macquarie facility for
University); Professor Tony Blake (Chair of UNILINC and Acting [equesting and
Vice-Chancellor, UniversityofTechnology); the Hon. Peter Baldwin supp |y|ng
(Minister for Higher Education) (Photo: Reece Scanned, Macquarie required
University) materigls on
inter-library

on behalfof the Conference and its
library advisory committee, UNI-

SON. Development of the slstLem hats
gran

been made possible by a DE
tothe NSWV-CC. ~ _

UNISON isastanding commit-
tee of the NSW Vice-Chancellors’
Conference, chaired b%ane- _
Chancellor, currently Professor Di
Yerbury of Macquarie University.
Membership consists of the Univer-
sityTLibrarians of NSW and the
Australian National Unlversng ofthe
ACL. The State Library of NSW and
UNILINC(] Ltd have observer status
on UNISON,

What LIBLINK provides

~Ihe purpose of LIBLINK isto
link the on-line catalogues of the
seven different library computer
systems used by the nine universities
of NSW, utilising the Australian
Academic Research Network
(_AARN'et) as the prime communica-
tions platform. In-addition to linking
these disparate b|b||ograPh|c data-
bases, LIBLINK ‘translates’ the

differing screens into acommon set of

screens, requiring a single set of
commands and providing help-text

c thcte

loan between participating institu-
tions.

Development of LIBLINK
Following the establishment of a
Working Group on Library Linking
Systems to investigate and report on
the most appropriate means of linking
the library catalo%ues a range of
options were explored. The option
finally recommended was a network
model which incurred least cost and
had no requirement to change local
systems, The system initially recom-
mended as meeting this network
model was the Irving software,
developed in the United States, and
implemented as the South-East
Florida Library Information Network
(SEELIN), Negotiations leading to
the acquisition of the Irving system
software were well underwag when
possible alternative presented itself.
UNILINC Ltd,, inits manage-
mentand development role, became
aware of a local software company,
CPS Systems Pry Ltd, which had
developed a product called PINS.
PINS 152 sophisticated piece of 4G L
software developed overa number of
years here in Australia, at a cost of

millions of dollars. It provides a set of
tools to enable interfacing and
integration of disparate systems,
Previous utilisations include inte-
grated systems running successfully in
commercial environments particularly
the travel industry. Anyleroducts
developed with PINS will run on any
UNIX platform. _

UNILINC could see the possible
applicability of this approach to
linking catalogues and put the
suggestion to C.P.S. who agreed to
carry out a feasibility study at no cost.
UNTLINC then approached the
Working Group responsible for
evaluating and recommending a
linking system, strongly advising the
C.P.S, begiven the opFUr[unny to
submit a proposal. Following
intensive evaluation of the product
and the companK the Working
Croup advised that it had identified a
superior solution which was all
Australian, and recommended its
adoption to the Vice-Chancellors and
UNTSON. This unique and innova-
tive approach to linking library
catalogues commenced its develop-
mentin late September, 1991,
~Unlike the lrving |mJJ|ementa-.
tion, the CPS system had to be built
from scratch. In many software
environments thiswould take
months, if not years to accomEhsh.
Elowever, usm? the PINS 4GL tools,
software work fo develop the OPAC
Common UserAccess (OCUA) was
completed %uwkly and efficiently. In
January? 1992, followm%,extenswe
investigation and evaluation, a Sun
670 multiprocessor was selected and
installed as the host hardware,

By March 1992 the first library
catalo&ue linkages went ‘live’ via
AARNet—becoming available
immediately Australia wide, and
world-wideto anyone with the
appropriate AARNet address,

The implementation of LIBLINK
represents a major step forward in the
area of library cooperation, networkin
developments, managed use of AARNet,
and the kind of adventurous approach to
Problem solving which characterises hoth
he Australian library and com puter
software scenes.

Launch of LIBLINK
LIBLINK was launched on
13 May bv the Minister of H|%her
Educafion and Emgloym_ent, he
Honourable Peter Baldwin (MP), at a
UNISON function hosted by the
Library of the University of New
South Wales.
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