
ASTEFIX: A  cure for the student blues
Ergad  Cold  has som e good new s for school lib ra ria n s  (and others)

LEASE GIVE me 
everyth ing you have on 
the Greenhouse Effect. I 
have to hand in a project 

next T h ursday ’.
T h e O zone hole. Plastics re­

cycling. Endangered species. Toxic 
waste disposal. And m any other 
sim ilar topics.

H ow  often are librarians 
approached by desperate students 
seeking reference m aterial for school 
assignm ents? Increasingly it seems, 
schools are po in ting  students towards 
the use o f outside resources, especially 
for the projects and assignm ents 
which are so m uch a part of education 
today.

T he Australian C om m ission is 
also one of these resources. After 
extensive consultation w ith  teachers, 
librarians, un ions, educational 
authorities, and m any others, the 
C om m ission  has now im plem ented a 
d ial-up  inform ation service w hich 
should m ake life easier all round.

Not another database! W ell, yes. 
But one w hich is rather different. For 
a start it is very cheap—just $10 .00  a 
year, and w ith no usage charges

either. M ore im portantly, it is 
designed to cater for students: they do 
not need a period of tra in ing before 
becom ing a user since the search 
process has been designed to be

ASTEFIX Welcome Screen showing 
simple user-interface using a menu

sim p lic ity itself. And the inform ation 
contained in the database is d irectly in 
line with the topics which are in 
greatest dem and.

It is planned to have a broad 
range o f relevant articles, num bering 
around 20-50 , on the database for

each o f the m ain  topics covered. The 
articles w ill be drawn from a variety of 
sources includ ing educational bodies; 
accredited Information Suppliers such 
as industry, governm ent agencies and 
public interest groups; and articles 
from published journals. The balance 
o f  m aterial should encourage students 
to read around a topic, learning to 
w eigh up various perspectives before 
preparing their project report.

T he new inform ation service, 
called ASTEFIX (the Australian 
Science, T echnology, Environm ent 
and Futures Inform ation Exchange) 
allows full text searching and 
docum ent delivery. In searching the 
database, the user can select whatever 
search phrases com e to m ind w ithout 
being restricted to a predefined set of 
key words. In view of its sim plicity, 
m any libraries allow  student to access 
ASTEFIX directly using a com puter 
and m odem located in the lib rary’s 
reference room, w ithout librarians 
feeling obliged to spend tim e locating 
inform ation for students.

Inform ation about ASTEFIX is 
available from the Com m ission for 
the Future on (03) 663  3281 . n

In today’s 
fast-moving 

world, 
maintaining 

your standards 
isn’t easy

A u stra lia n  S tan d ard s . T h e y ’re o n e  of th e  best sets of 
n a tio n a l s ta n d a rd s  in  th e  w o rld . To keep  th em  th a t w av, 
w e ’re c o n s ta n tly  rev iew in g  th em , issu in g  n ew  ed itio n s  to 
reflect ch an g es  in techno lo gy , reg u la tio n s , or social need . 
W ith  over 5000 d o c u m e n ts , m a in ta in in g  an u p -to -d a te  
co llec tion  in  su ch  a dy n am ic  en v iro n m en t can be a h ead ach e  
for th e  p ro fess io n a l user.
To m eet th is  ch a lleng e , w e p ro v id e  the  p o p u la r  A SSET 
PLU S P riv a te  L ib rary  U p d a tin g  S erv ice . S u b sc rib e rs  
a u to m a tic a lly  rece iv e  all re v is io n s , a m e n d m e n ts  a n d

u p d a te s  to th e ir  o w n  n o m in a te d  list o f A u stra lia n  s tan d a rd s. 
A SSET PLUS cu ts  ad m in is tra tiv e  tim e  d ram a tica lly , an d  
en su re s  each  co llec tio n  o f s ta n d a rd s  is a lw ays up-to -da te .
A SSET PLUS is a low -cost, h ig h -v a lu e  serv ice . For a ro u n d  
a d o lla r  p e r y ear for each  s ta n d a rd  m a in ta in e d , (p lus th e  cost 
of an y  s ta n d a rd s  s u p p lie d  u n d e r  th e  serv ice), y o u  e lim in a te  
tim e -c o n su m in g  u p d a te  w ork , b u t w ith  th e  ce rta in ty  y o u r 
co lle c tio n  of A u s tra lia n  s ta n d a rd s  is a lw ays cu rren t. A n d  of 
co u rse  you ca n  ad d  n ew  s ta n d a rd s  to y o u r list or d e le te  
ex isting  ones at an y  tim e.
F o ra  d e ta iled  b ro ch u re , co n tac t A sset S erv ices on  (02) 746 

4646 Fax (02) 746 3333, o r w rite  to  th e  ad d re ss  be low .

ASSET PLUS
PRIVATE LIBRARY UPDATING SERVICE
S tan d a rd s  A u stra lia . PO B ox 1055, S tra th fie ld , NSW  2135.
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Please send me more infromation about ASSET PLUS 
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