
H ealth  L ib ra rie s  S e c tio n  National Group
G e t t in g  re a d y  fo r  th e  c o n fe r e n c e

J e a n e tte  K n o x  
—  F e llo w s h ip  
A w a rd
Jeanette Knox achieved the distinction o f 
Fellow o f A LIA  at a reception on 1 
February, hosted by the NSW  Branch o f 
A LIA  in the M itchell Galleries at the State 
Library o f NSW.

Jeanette, who is currendy Associate 
Librarian, Reader Services at Macquarie 
University, has been involved in the 
Association for many years, particularly 
w ith the Board o f Education.

The reception was chaired by the NSW  
Branch President while the award was 
introduced and presented by John Levett, 
National President o f ALIA. The citation 
was read by Harrison Bryan, long time 
associate o f Jeanette and formerly Director 
General o f the National Library o f 
Australia.

The reception was attended by a large 
crowd o f Jeanette’s friends and colleagues.

C raig C rim ison  □

The National group has been busily 
preparing the program for Achieving  
Excellence: 4th Asian-Pacific Special and 
Law Librarians Conference with 9th 
Biennial Health Librarians Conference, 
Canberra, 1-5 September 1991. M any 
interesting papers have been received and 
the conference should prove to be 
informative, educational and topical.

The first two days, Monday and 
Tuesday, w ill be devoted to topics in 
management, occupational health and 
safety and the Asian Pacific region. The 
Wednesday and Thursday w ill look at 
small libraries, networks, accreditation and 
education. O n Friday there w ill be 
workshops and tours o f various libraries in 
the A C T. Registration forms w ill be sent 
shortly to all members. For further details 
see the Events column o f inC ite.

Applications are now invited for the 
biennial Anne Harrison Award from 
librarians and others undertaking a project 
that w ill enrich the knowledge and skills o f 
health librarianship in Australia. The 
Award, inaugurated in 1987, was 
established by health librarians as a tribute 
to the pioneering work o f Anne Harrison 
in the development o f medical 
librarianship in Australia.

Anne, who still remains an active 
member o f our section, enjoyed a career

that spanned over 30 years until her 
retirement in 1983. Apart from her work 
as Brownless Medical Librarian at the 
University o f Melbourne, she participated 
in the creation and development o f the 
Central Medical Library Organisation in 
Victoria, advocated the introduction o f 
M E D L IN E  in Australia, helped form our 
predecessor, the Australian Medical 
Librarians Group and lobbied extensively 
for the establishment o f hospital libraries 
in Victoria. During this time she also 
published many important papers on 
medical librarianship. In  1989 Anne was 
awarded an A L IA  Fellowship for long and 
outstanding services to health libraries.

The Award is intended to encourage 
others to contribute in the field o f medical, 
nursing and allied health librarianship.

Earlier winners include Linda 
Mulheron, Westmead Hospital Library 
and Frances Bluhdorn, Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital. Further details about the 
objectives and conditions o f the Award are 
given in the Call for Applications on page 
7 or may be obtained from Katherine 
Keily, Secretary, Anne Harrison Trust 
Fund Administrators, d -  Westmead 
Hospital Library Westmead NSW  2145, 
telephone (02) 633 6262. Applications 
close 31 May 1991.

L inda  M ulheron  □

F E L L O W S H I P  C I T A T I O N
Jeanette Knox MA FALIA
Je a n e tte  K n o x  has m a d e  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  

c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  

p ro fess io n  in  A u stra lia  as a n  ac a d e m ic  lib ra ria n  o f  

excellence, a n d  as a  lead er in  th e  A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  

a n d  In fo rm a tio n  A ssociation .

J e a n e tte  has h a d  a  d is tin g u ish e d  career in  

a c ad em ic  lib ra rian sh ip , serv in g  o n  th e  s ta ff  o f  several 

u n iv e rsity  libraries in  A u stra lia  a n d  th e  U n ite d  

K in g d o m  b efo re  c o m in g  to  M a c q u a r ie  U n iv e rs ity  

L ib ra ry  in  1977 .

A s H e a d  o f  R ea d e r Services, sh e  is re sp o n sib le  

fo r s tan d a rd s  o f  service to  a  large, d iverse  a n d  

d e m a n d in g  p o p u la tio n  o f  reade rs. S h e  h as  fu lly  

m a in ta in e d  th e  reco rd  o f  in n o v a tio n  a n d  excellence 

fo r w h ic h  th a t d e p a r tm e n t h as  b e e n  n o te d  ov er th e  

years.

J e a n e tte ’s resourcefuk iess, w illin g n ess  to  em b ra c e  

n e w  te ch n o lo g y , h e r  c o m m itm e n t  to  s ta ff  

d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  d ie  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  effective 

readers services p ro g ram s hav e  b e e n  th e  m a jo r  areas 

o f  lead ersh ip  a t M a c q u a r ie  U n iv ers ity . H e r  

e m in e n tly  p ractica l ap p ro a c h , h e r  in v o lv e m e n t o f  

s ta ff  in  d ec is io n  m a k in g , h e r  to le ran ce  a n d  h e r  

fo res ig h t h av e  h e lp e d  h e r  d e p a r tm e n t th ro u g h  

finan c ia l strin g en c ies  a n d  m a n a g in g  to  d o  m o re  w ith  

less.

Je a n e tte  K n o x ’s pro fess iona l in te res ts  a re  n o t  

co n f in e d  to  a c ad em ic  libraries. S h e  h as  ta k e n  a  k ee n  

in te re s t in  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  p u b lic  a n d  sch o o l 

libraries a n d  has p a r tic ip a te d  in  v ario u s  ca m p a ig n s  to  

g a in  im p ro v e m e n ts  in  service.

S he has b ee n  a  m e n to r  to  m a n y  a n d  h e r 

e n c o u ra g e m e n t, a n d  h e r  p rac tica l a n d  freely g iven

advice, reflects h e r  c o m m itm e n t  a n d  in te re s t in  

assisting  o th e rs.

J e a n e tte  K n o x  h as  a b ly  se rv ed  o n  m a n y  a n d  

v aried  c o m m itte e s . H e r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  activities 

o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  a n d  its Q u e e n s la n d  a n d  N S W  

B ran c h es  has  b e e n  c o n s is te n t a n d  p ro d u c tiv e  

in v o lv in g  p o s itio n s  o f  le ad e rsh ip  in c lu d in g  th e  

P res id en c y  o f  th e  N S W  B ra n c h . A s a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  

F u tu re s  C o m m itte e  a n d  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  

(fo r 6  years), h e r  w o r k  a n d  h e r  d iscu ssio n  p ap e rs  

reflect h e r  ra tio n a l a n d  c o m m o n s e n s e  a p p ro a c h . 

D u r in g  h e r  tw o  te rm s  o n  th e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  

h e r  p a rtic u la r  c o n c e rn s  w ere  w i th  th e  level a n d  

coverage o f  t ra in in g  fo r  lib ra rian s  a n d  lib ra ry  

te ch n ic ian s , p a rticu la rly  f ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  

th e  p rac titio n e r. H e r  e x p e rien ce  in  th e  areas o f  s ta ff  

se lection  a n d  tra in in g  a n d  h e r  le ad e rsh ip  as 

C o n v e n e r  o f  th e  C o u rs e  R e c o g n itio n  C o m m itte e  

w ere  valu ab le  c o n tr ib u tio n s . S h e  also p re p a re d  a 

n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  q u a l ity  d iscu ss io n  p ap e rs  fo r  th e  

B o ard , fo r ex am p le , a  p a p e r  w h ic h  led  to  th e  

re sh a p in g  o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n ’s p o licy  a n d  p rac tice  in  

re la tio n  to  th e  re c o g n itio n  o f  overseas q u a lifica tio n s . 

J e a n e tte  h as  since se rv ed  as a n  assessor in  N S W  o f  

ap p lican ts  fo r A sso c ia te  m e m b e rs h ip  w ith  overseas 

qualifica tio n s . T h r o u g h  h e r  w o rk  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  

F re e d o m  o f  In fo rm a t io n  leg is la tio n  J e a n e tte  has 

m a d e  a  s ig n ifican t c o n t r ib u tio n  to  th e  A sso c ia tio n ’s 

ad v o cacy  o f  im p ro v e d  access to  all ty p es  o f  

in fo rm a tio n  fo r all p eo p le .

I t  w as d u r in g  h e r  P res id en c y  o f  th e  N S W  

B ran c h  in  1 9 7 7  th a t  i t  b e g a n  its e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  

n ee d  fo r su ch  le g is la tio n  a n d  c o n v in c e d  th e

m e m b e rs h ip  a t  la rge o f  its im p o rta n c e . I t  w as largely 

d u e  to  h e r  efforts  th a t  lo b b y in g  fo r th e  in t ro d u c tio n  

o f  effective F re e d o m  o f  In fo rm a t io n  leg isla tion  

b e c a m e  a n  A sso c ia tio n  cause —  o n e  w h ic h  w as 

p u rs u e d  successfu lly .

A t G e n e ra l C o u n c i l’s re q u e s t sh e  h as, s ince 

1 9 8 0 , m a in ta in e d  a  w a tc h in g  b r ie f  o n  Federal a n d  

S ta te  leg is la tio n  a n d  o th e r  F O I  m a tte rs .

In  1 9 7 8  sh e  w as o n e  o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n ’s 

rep resen ta tiv es  a t h ea rin g s  in to  F re e d o m  o f  

In fo rm a t io n  leg is la tio n  ca rried  o u t  b y  th e  S en a te  

S ta n d in g  C o m m itte e  o n  Legal a n d  C o n s titu tio n a l 

A ffairs. W i th  M e rily n  B ryce sh e  p re p a re d  th e  

A sso c ia tio n ’s su b m iss io n  o n  th e  rev ised  F re e d o m  o f  

In fo rm a t io n  Bill w h ic h  w as in tro d u c e d  b y  th e  first 

H a w k e  G o v e rn m e n t in  1 9 8 3 . T h is  su b m iss io n  w as 

q u o te d  ex tensively  in  deb a te .

H e r  w o rk  in  th is  fie ld  has  b e e n  effective, 

p ersev e rin g  a n d  v aried  —  a n d  it  c o n tin u e s  to  b e  so.

S h e  has b e e n  in v o lv ed  w ith  m a n y  activ ities a t 

M a c q u a r ie  U n iv e rs ity  a n d  has b e e n  P re s id e n t o f  th e  

M a c q u a r ie  U n iv e rs ity  C lu b  a n d  th e  S ecretary  o f  th e  

M a c q u a r ie  U n iv e rs ity  S ta ff  A sso c ia tio n . H e r  w o rk  

w ith  th e  G le b e  S ociety , o f  w h ic h  sh e  has b ee n  

P res id en t, in d ica te s  h e r in te re s t in  im p ro v in g  th e  

q u a lity  o f  life o f  res id en ts  a n d  p rese rv in g  th e  

e n v iro n m e n t, b o th  in  h e r  o w n  a rea  a n d  in  th e  w id e r 

c o n te x t o f  th e  gen e ra l c o m m u n ity .

J e a n e tte  K n o x  has w o rk e d  q u ie d y  a n d  e ffic iendy  

in  n u m e ro u s  capacities fo r th e  A sso c ia tio n . H e r  

c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  A u stra lian  lib ra rian sh ip  a n d  to  th e  

A sso c ia tio n  m a k e  h e r  a w o r th y  re c ip ie n t o f  th e  

d is tin c tio n  o f  F e llo w  o f  th e  A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  a n d  

In fo rm a t io n  A sso c ia tio n  as a w a rd e d  b y  a  re so lu tio n  

o f  th e  G e n e ra l C o u n c i l a t  its m e e tin g  o n  th e  th i rd  o f  

O c to b e r ,  1 9 9 0 . □
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