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. / \ . t  la s t S o u th  A u s tra l ia  m a y  h a v e  a 
F re e d o m  o f  In fo rm a tio n  (F O I)  A ct. F o r a  
n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs  th e  S o u th  A u s tra l ia n  
B ra n c h  h as w o rk e d  w ith  th e  S o u th  A u s ­
tra l ia n  C o u n c il fo r  C iv il L ib e r tie s  to  lo b b y  
fo r  F O I le g is la tio n . O u r  e f fo r ts  se e m  to  
h a v e  b e e n  su c c e ss fu l. T h e  G o v e rn m e n t 
ta b le d  its  FO I B ill d u r in g  th e  firs t s e ss io n  
o f  th e  c u r re n t  p a r lia m e n t an d  in v ite d  
B ra n c h  to  su b m it c o m m e n ts . W e  look  
fo rw a rd  to  o u r  S ta te  jo in in g  V ic to r ia , 
N S W  a n d  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  in h a v in g  
F O I le g is la tio n  w h ic h  fo r  S o u th  A u s tra ­
lia  w ill be e x te n d e d  to  in c lu d e  a c c e s s  to  
lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t d o c u m e n ta tio n .

O u r  a c tio n  o v e r  FO I le g is la tio n  h ig h ­
lig h ts  w h a t I fe e l is o n e  o f  th e  s tre n g th s  o f  
th e  S A  B ra n c h , its  w il lin g n e s s  to  c o o p e r ­
a te  w ith  o th e r  o rg a n is a t io n s .  A n o th e r  
e x a m p le  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  is th a t B ra n c h  
n o w  h a s  a  re p re se n ta tiv e  a tte n d in g  A C L IS  
(S A ) m e e tin g s . A lso  a jo in t  A C L IS /A L IA  
lo b b y in g  g ro u p  w a s  fo rm e d  b e fo re  th e  
N o v e m b e r  1989  S ta te  E le c tio n  a n d  w a s  
re fo rm e d  fo r  th e  1 990  F e d e ra l E le c tio n  to  
ta rg e t th e  c a n d id a te s  in th e  fo u r  S o u th  
A u s tra l ia n  m a rg in a l  se a ts . L o b b y in g  th e  
e le c te d  m e m b e rs  o f  p a r lia m e n t  is n o w  an  
o n g o in g  a c tiv ity . T h e  B ra n c h  P re s id e n t 
a n d  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  C h ie f  L ib ra r i ­
a n s  A s so c ia t io n  o f  S o u th  A u s tra l ia ,  th e  
C o m m u n ity  In fo rm a tio n  N e tw o rk  o f  S A  
an d  A C L IS  (S A ) re c e n tly  m e t w ith  th e  
M in is te r  o f  L o ca l G o v e rn m e n t  to  d is c u s s  
is su e s  r e la tin g  to  fu n d in g  fo r  p u b lic  li­
b ra rie s ,  l ite ra c y , an d  fre e  p u b lic  lib ra ry  
an d  c o m m u n ity  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ic e s .

A ll th is  a c tiv ity  s e rv e s  to  in c re a s e  
p o litic a l a w a re n e s s  o f  o u r  A sso c ia t io n . 
A lso  b y  c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  o th e r  o r g a n is a ­
tio n s , w h e n  w e  sh a re  c o m m o n  c o n c e rn s ,  
w e  a re  a b le  to  p re se n t  a  u n ite d  s ta n d  o n  
m a jo r  is su e s  an d  e n h a n c e  o u r  lo b b y in g  
p o w e r . In th e  p ro c e s s  w e  d o  n o t lo se  o u r  
id e n tity  n o r  d e v ia te  f ro m  th e  o b je c t iv e s  
o f  o u r  A s so c ia t io n .

W h ile  lo b b y in g  is im p o r ta n t,  th e  
fo c u s  o f  B ra n c h ’s a c tiv it ie s  is p e rh a p s  
b e s t re f le c te d  in th e  n a m e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  
im p o r ta n t  su b -c o m m it te e s ,  P E A R S , th e

P ro m o tio n  E d u c a tio n  A n d  R e c ru itm e n t 
S u b -c o m m itte e . L a s t y e a r  is su e s  re la tin g  
to  r e c ru itm e n t led  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  
P E A R S . T h e  n a m e  w a s  n o t ju s t  a  c o n v e n ­
ien t a c ro n y m  bu t an a tte m p t to  re c o g n ise  
th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th re e  v ita l a c tiv itie s :
• p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  an d  o f  
th e  p ro fe s s io n . A lso  th ro u g h  o u r  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t a c tiv it ie s  th is  e x te n d s  
to  a s s is t in g  m e m b e rs  p ro m o te  th e m se lv e s  
an d  th e ir  l ib ra r ie s ;
• e d u c a tio n  fo r  p ro fe s s io n a l  q u a lif ic a ­
tio n s  an d  th e  c o n tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  o f  ou r 
m e m b e rs . A lso  e d u c a tin g  th e  p u b lic ,  g o v ­
e rn m e n t a n d  e m p lo y e rs  a b o u t th e  ro le  
a n d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  l ib ra r ie s  a n d  o f  the 
n e e d  to  e m p lo y  s ta f f  w ith  q u a lif ic a tio n s  
a c c e p te d  b y  A L IA ;
• re c ru itm e n t to  th e  p ro fe s s io n  and  to  
th e  A sso c ia t io n .

T h is  y e a r  o n e  o f  th e  m a jo r  a c tiv itie s  
o f  P E A R S  w a s  to  o rg a n is e  an  A L IA  
s ta n d  at th e  A d e la id e  C a re e rs  S h o w . A  
v e ry  su c c e ss fu l p ro m o tio n a l  e v e n t w h ich  
se rv e d  to  c re a te  an  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  
c h a n g in g  w o rk  o f  l ib ra r ia n s  a n d  lib ra ry  
te c h n ic ia n s  an d  o f  th e  a lte rn a t iv e  c a re e r  
p a th s  a v a ila b le  in th e  fie ld . P a r tic ip a tio n  
in th e  C a re e rs  S h o w  w a s  e x p e n s iv e  —  
th e  c o s t o f  th e  s ta n d , th e  in su ra n c e , th e  
re c ru itm e n t b ro c h u re s  e t c e te ra . T h e  S outh  
A u s t r a l i a n  B r a n c h  c o n s i d e r s  th a t  
p a r tic ip a tio n  in th is  e v e n t is an  im p o rta n t
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re c ru i tm e n t/p ro m o tio n  a c tiv ity  a n d  w e 
w ill e n d e a v o u r  to  f in d  fu n d s  to  m a k e  it at 
le a s t a  b ie n n ia l  o c c u r re n c e .  D o  o th e r  
B ra n c h e s  sh a re  th is  o p in io n  a n d  a lso  
p a r tic ip a te  in th e ir  S ta te ’s C a re e rs  S h o w ?  
I f  so , a n d  if  A L IA  re c o g n is e s  C a re e rs  
S h o w s  a s  a n  im p o r t a n t  r e c r u i tm e n t  
fu n c tio n , is it p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  o v e ra ll  
c o o rd in a tio n  to  b e  h a n d le d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l 
O ff ic e ?  S u p p o rt  w ith  fu n d in g  m ay  be 
p o s s ib le  to o , su c h  a s  A L IA  n e g o tia tin g  a 
p r ic e  fo r p a r tic ip a tin g  in all sh o w s  ra th e r  
th an  e a c h  s ta te  a p p ly in g  se p a ra te ly  fo r  a 
s ta n d  ( th e  sa m e  c o m p a n y  o rg a n is e s  th ese  
e v e n ts  in a n u m b e r  o f  c a p ita l c itie s ) . 
A s s i s t a n c e  w i th  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
r e c r u i t m e n t  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  o t h e r  
p ro m o tio n  m a te ria l  a ls o  c o u ld  c o m e  fro m  
H e a d  O f f i c e ,  t h u s  p o s s ib l y  s a v in g  
B ra n c h e s  tim e  an d  m o n e y .

In  its  e d u c a tio n  ro le , P E A R S  is 
c lo se ly  lin k e d  w ith  L IM E  a n o th e r  c o in ­
c id e n ta l fru it a c ro n y m  fo r  o u r  L ib ra ry  
and  In fo rm a tio n  M a n a g e m e n t E d u c a tio n  
m e e tin g s . T h e  e m p lo y e rs  a n d  e d u c a to rs  
m e e tin g s  o f  1 989  h a v e  b e e n  e x te n d e d  to  
in v o lv e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p ro fe s s io n . T h e  
firs t L IM E  m e e tin g  w a s  tim e d  to  p re c e d e  
the  C a re e rs  S h o w  so  th a t o u r  v o lu n te e rs  
fo r s ta f f in g  the  s ta n d  c o ld  b e  in fo rm e d  o f  
the la te s t d e v e lo p m e n ts  in c o u rse s , e n try  
re q u ire m e n ts ,  e m p lo y m e n t  p ro sp e c ts  et 
c e te ra . O th e r  m e e tin g s  a re  p la n n e d  to 
d i s c u s s  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  
E d u c a tio n ’s su rv e y  o f  g ra d u a te  e m p lo y ­
m en t an d  th e  m e rg e r  o f  th e  S o u th  A u s tra ­
lian  In s t i tu te  o f  T e c h n o lo g y  a n d  th e  S o u th  
A u s tra lia n  C o lle g e  o f  A d v a n c e d  E d u c a ­
tion  w h ic h  w ill b r in g  o u r  te a c h e r - l ib ra r ­
ian an d  l ib ra r ia n / in fo rm a tio n  m a n a g e r  
c o u rse s  in to  th e  sa m e  u n iv e rs ity .

P ro fe s s io n a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  a c t iv i ­
tie s  h a v e  f lo u r is h e d  w ith  th e  B ra n c h  
o rg a n is in g  se m in a rs  o n  a w a rd  r e s t ru c tu r ­
ing, p u b lic  s p e a k in g , m a n a g e m e n t and  
p r o m o t io n .  S e c t i o n s  h a v e  p r o v id e d  
m e m b e rs  w ith  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  v is it  li­
b ra rie s  a n d  a tte n d  d e m o n s tra t io n s  o f  n ew  
p ro d u c ts ,  n e w  te c h n o lo g ie s  a n d  n e w  
sy s tem s. T h e y  h a v e  c o o p e ra te d  to  p ro ­
duce  in fo rm a tiv e  se m in a rs  su c h  a s  o n e  
on C D -R O M s. B ra n c h  a lso  h as  so u g h t to  
a ssist m e m b e rs  w ish in g  to  re -e n te r  the 
w o rk fo rc e  by  h o ld in g  a n o th e r  o f  o u r  B a c k  
to  th e  W o rk fo rc e  S e m in a rs .  T h e  su c c e ss  
o f  th is  s e m in a r  a n d  th e  fe e d b a c k  re c e iv e d  
w o u ld  in d ic a te  th a t th e re  is a m a rk e t  fo r 
short c o u rse s  d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t th e  n e ed s  
o f  m e m b e rs  se e k in g  to  u p -d a te  th e ir  sk ills  
b e fo re  r e tu rn in g  to  th e  w o rk fo rc e  o r  
c h a n g in g  c a re e r  d ire c tio n  w ith in  th e  fie ld . 
Is  th is  n e e d  a lso  e v id e n t in o th e r  S ta te s?  
Has th is  sp e c ia l c o n tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  need  
been  a d d re s s e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a ­
tion o r  by  th e  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a tio n  
m a n a g e m e n t sc h o o ls?

P la n s  are  u n d e rw a y  fo r  o u r  n ex t 
m ajo r p ro m o tio n a l  a c tiv ity  w h ic h  is fo r  
A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k . F o r  th is  ev en t 
w e w ill be c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  L ib ra ry

h e  A C T  B ra n c h  h e ld  a d in n e r  a t 
U n iv e r s i ty  H o u se  o n  25 Ju ly  at w h ic h  Ian  
T e m p le m a n  d e liv e re d  th e  H a ro ld  W h ite  
O ra t io n  fo r  1990. T h e  O ra tio n , n a m e d  in 
h o n o u r  o f  S ir  H a ro ld  W h ite , d is t in g u ish e d  
fo rm e r  C o m m o n w e a l th  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  
L ib ra r ia n  a n d  N a tio n a l  L ib ra r ia n , w a s  
f irs t  g iv e n  b y  P ro fe s s o r  M a n n in g  C la rk  
d u r i n g  th e  L A A  5 0 th  A n n i v e r s a r y  
c e le b ra t io n s  in 1987. T h e  B ra n c h  w a s  
a g a in  p le a se d  to  w e lc o m e  S ir  H a ro ld  as 
its  g u e s t  to  th e  d in n e r .

Ian  T e m p le m a n , a p p o in te d  th is  y e a r  
a s  A s s is ta n t  D ire c to r -G e n e ra l  fo r  P u b lic  
P ro g ra m s  a t th e  N a tio n a l  L ib ra ry , g a v e  a 
liv e ly  a d d re s s , d ra w in g  o n  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  
a s  D ire c to r  o f  th e  F re m a n tle  A rts  C e n tre  
a n d  C h ie f  E x e c u tiv e  o f  th e  F re m a n tle  
A rts  C e n tre  P re ss  in sk e tc h in g  th e  ‘la n d ­
sc a p e  fo r  a  c u ltu ra l c o u p  d 'e ta t  ’. H e  sp o k e  
w ith  o b v io u s  fe e lin g  o f  h is  re g a rd  fo r  th e  
n a tio n a l  n e tw o rk  o f  l ib ra r ie s ,  th e ir  c o l ­
le c tio n s  an d  th e  w a y  in w h ic h  w e  c o o p e r ­
a te . hie sa id  th a t he b e lie v e d  th a t m u c h  o f  
th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th is  c o o p e ra tio n  w a s  d u e  to  
th e  o rg a n ic  n a tu re  o f  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  
n e tw o rk  —  it w a s  n o t d ire c te d , bu t g re w  
fro m  th e  c o m m u n ity .

Ian  sp e c if ic a lly  re fe r re d  to  a re c e n t 
d i s c u s s io n  w h ic h  h e  a tte n d e d  o n  th e

P ro m o tio n  C o m m itte e  o f  S A . and  A C L IS . 
A C L IS  a n d  A L IA  (S A )  w ill a ls o  be 
w o rk in g  o n  a re sp o n se  to  2 0 2 0  V is io n , a 
re p o rt  o f  th e  P la n n in g  R e v ie w  e s ta b lish e d  
to  a d v is e  o n  th e  fu tu re  o f  A d e la id e  an d  w e  
a re  c o n s id e r in g  m a k in g  a fu r th e r  c o n tr i ­
b u tio n  to  th e  M u lti F u n c tio n  P o lis  d e b a te .

S o u th  A u s tra l ia  is a v e ry  a c tiv e  
B ra n c h  w h ic h  is p re p a re d  to  b e c o m e  
in v o lv e d  in lib ra ry  a n d  c o m m u n ity  is ­
su e s . O u r  su c c e s s e s  in th e  a re a s  o f  p ro ­
m o tio n , p ro fe s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, an d  
lo b b y in g  a re  a tr ib u te  to  th e  e ffo r ts  o f  o u r  
m e m b e rs  an d  to  the  sp ir it  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  
w h ic h  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  B ra n c h , S e c tio n s  
a n d  o th e r  o rg a n is a tio n s .

su b je c t o f  ‘U n lo c k in g  th e  A c a d e m ie s ’, 
h e ld  to  e x p lo re  w a y s  in w h ic h  th e  id ea s  
an d  w o rk  o f  a c a d e m ic s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  
a v a ila b le  to  th e  w id e r  c o m m u n ity . T h e re  
w e re  n o  lib ra r ia n s  p re se n t ,  w h ic h  w a s  
u n fo r tu n a te  s in c e  lib ra r ie s  c a n  p ro v id e  
th e  k e y s  fo r  th is  u n lo c k in g  b e c a u se  o f  
th e ir  1 inks b e tw e e n  d iffe re n t c o m m u n itie s .

Ian  a lso  sp o k e  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  
th e  d is tr ib u te d  n a tio n a l c o lle c tio n  a n d  its 
p o te n tia l fo r  d is se m in a tio n  o f  id e a s  a n d  
w o rk s , p o ss ib ly  fo r  o n -d e m a n d  p r in tin g  
o f  c o p ie s  o f  m a te ria l  h e ld  th ro u g h o u t th e  
n e tw o rk  a n d  tra n s m itte d  v ia  te le c o m ­
m u n ic a tio n s  lin k s .

F in a lly , he  p ro p o se d  a  n u m b e r  o f  
in it ia t iv e s  to  e x te n d  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  a l­
re ad y  in p la c e , in c lu d in g :

• p la n n in g  a n n u a l e x h ib it io n  p ro g ra m s  
b e tw e e n  lib ra rie s ;

• a n a tio n a l m a g a z in e  a d d re s s in g  r e a d ­
e rs , u se rs  a n d  th e  lib ra ry  p ro fe s s io n ;

• a n a tio n a l tra in in g  p ro g ra m  fo r  l ib ra r i ­
an s  in v o lv e d  in c re a tin g  c o m m u n ity  
c o lle c tio n s ;

• m a rk e tin g  th e  lib ra ry  to  th e  p u b lic  a s  a
p la c e  fo r c o m m u n ity  d e b a te  a n d  in fo r ­
m a tio n  e x c h a n g e . >

H o w e v e r  p ro b le m s  in e v ita b ly  a rise  
to  re m in d  us th a t th e re  is s till p le n ty  o f  
w o rk  to  be  d o n e  to  su p p o rt o u r  m e m b e rs  
an d  o u r  p ro fe s s io n . R e c e n tly  B ra n c h  h as 
e x p re s s e d  its  c o n c e rn  at th e  a p p o in tm e n t 
o f  a n o n - l ib ra r ia n  to  a  te m p o ra ry  n ew  
p o s it io n  o f  D e p u ty  S ta te  L ib ra r ia n . T h e  
p o s it io n  w a s  n o t a d v e r t is e d . V ic to r ia ,  
T a s m a n ia  an d  n o w  S o u th  A u s tra l ia  —  
th e  f ig h t g o e s  on  to  g e t e m p lo y e rs  to  
re c o g n is e  o u r  m a n a g e m e n t sk il ls  a n d  to  
p ro v id e  us w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  a p ­
p ly  fo r  se n io r  m a n a g e m e n t p o s it io n s .

F o r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  fu tu re  o f  o u r  
p ro fe s s io n  w e  m u st s tr iv e  to  w in  th is  
b a ttle . ^


