
Very trendy
Library trends can be counted on to 
com e up with a spot-on issue with 
remarkable regularity. The W inter 1989 
issue, edited by Beth M Paskoff, is 
Contemporary technology in libraries. 
It provides overviews, from the library 
perspective, of developm ents in micro
computers and their software, electronic 
publishing (that from F W Lancaster), 
optical disk, fax, electronic mail and 
bibliographic instruction, as well as an 
e x c e lle n t o v e rv ie w  (by W illiam  
Saffady) of automation. Susan Martin 
rounds off the issue with an article on 
m anagem ent issues, urging that we 
‘seize the initiative to ensure that we 
control, and are not controlled by, the 
technologies of the future’. And so say 
all o f us. Library trends is published by 
the Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science of the University 
of Illinois, U rbana-Cham paign, 249 
Armory Building, 505 E Armory Street, 
Champaign, 1L 61820. Single issues 
cost US$15. (ISSN 0024-2594)

In praise of Katz
Katz is one of those rare figures in the 
literature of librarianship: the author of 
recognised standard works, an editor 
whom one actually remembers, and an 
editor with stamina to boot. Back in 
1971 Katz edited Library lit. reproduc
ing the best articles in the field which 
had been published in the previous year, 
d raw n from  an am az in g ly  w ide- 
ranging variety of sources. And from 
then on. a jury would select the ’best' 
thirty or so items for the year from 200 
or more pieces which (mainly) Bill 
brought to them for judgem ent.

The app roach  was far from  
parochial: Katz and his fellows looked 
well beyond library periodicals for 
‘writing of relevance and interest to 
librarians and students of librarianship'. 
Articles came from periodicals as d i
verse as Science, Dissent and New 
Yorker. With Library lit. IS: the best o f 
I9S7, Katz editorship draws to a close.
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and a fine swan song it is, with some 
marvellous stuff: CD-ROM s, the his
tory of young adult services, the ethics 
o f book reviewing, the records of the 
FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation), 
networks, management — matters of 
contemporary concern or simply darned 
interesting. Like Margaret C ribbs' ar
ticle on the ‘invisible drip' of com puter 
data which is actively or passively de
stroyed. This is vintage Editor Katz, an 
excellent antidote to Rip van Winkleism, 
a good read, and good value at US 
$28.50. Library lit. I s  was published in 
1988 by Scarecrow, and my review 
copy was supplied by James Bennett 
Library Services. (ISBN 0 8108 2163 
X)

Mills is a boon
A general guide to Australian inform a
tion resources and services in one vol
ume! The prospect of not having to dip 
into dozens of more specialised and in 
some cases increasingly dated sources 
is almost too good to be true. But that is 
exactly what John Mills has done, with 
the assistance of Joanna Richardson, in 
their Information resources and serv
ices in Australia, published in 1990 by 
Charles Sturt University. This substan
tial 388-page work is an outstanding 
combination of information guide and 
textbook, with introductory chapters on 
the reference process, and very sub
stantial sections on Australian biblio
graphical tools, ready reference works, 
indexing services, government publi
cations, Australian database vendors 
and archival sources. Approximately 
one third o f the w ork consists of 
se lected  gu ides to key A ustralian  
sources in specific subject areas, rang
ing from antiques and Australiana to 
m eteorology and yachting. There are 
reasonable author, title and subject 
indexes. Users looking for more than 
the ‘key’ works will still need to go 
beyond this work, of course, but Mills 
is a very good first resort, and unsur
passed. 1 would say. as a text for the 
Australian reference tenderfoot. Infor
mation resources and services in 
Australia, by J J Mills was published in 
1990 by the Centre o f Information 
Studies, Charles Sturt University —  
Riverina, PO Box 588, W agga Wagga. 
It is no. 2 in the very promising ‘Topics 
in Australasian Library and Inform a
tion S tudies 'series. (ISBN 094906008 
9: ISSN 1030-5009)

Correction
InCite issue 7, 28 May had the wrong 
telephone number forTAIT bookshop. 
The number should be (03) 388 1533.
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Series editors:
call for expressions 

of interest

ALIA Press is initiating a number 
of new series which will be of con
tinuing value to the profession in 
Australia. Series under considera
tion include:

• Australian reference series
• Information technology for 

libraries and information 
services

• Professional development
• Topics in school libraranship.

The Press is calling for expressions 
of interest from those who may be 
prepared to serve as the Series 
Editor for one o f these series. Sug
gestions for other suitable series 
would also be considered by the 
Board.
Tasks o f  the Series Editor will in
clude identification of suitable 
topics for inclusion; identification 
of and liaison with authors; review 
of manuscripts; advice and assis
tance with marketing and promo
tion. Editors will be expected to 
commit at least 3 years to the devel
opment of a series.
Remuneration  will include a pro
portion of the royalty for all copies 
sold.
Expressions o f  interest should 
include details of the series the pro
poser would be prepared to edit; 
relevant qualifications and experi
ence; possible titles which might 
be included in the series and any 
potential authors; the target audi
ence to which the series could most 
effectively be marketed; associate 
editor or any other support pro
posed; and any other relevant in
formation or suggestions.

Expressions o f interest should be 
submitted by Friday, 27 July to: 
Managing Editor, inCite, 
Australian Library and 
Information Association,
PO Box E441, Queen Victoria 
Terrace, ACT 2600.
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