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he earth has shaken, there has
been jubilation (and public
weeping), Tasmanian chickens
look forward to an end to the
battery system, trees celebrate. Itis true
— not just a change of government, but
an alliance which, depending on politi-
cal viewpoints, has been made either in
heaven or hell. The last few months
have been among the more exciting
times fordenizens ofthe Apple Isle, and
some ofthis excitement has flowed into,
or may affect, libraries.
While the Tasmanian Branch did
not support any political party in the
election campaign, it took the opportu-

nity to bring forward some of its con-

cerns regarding the provision of library

services within the State. The campaign
enabled us to highlight the problems

being experienced within the State li-

brary system, which is responsible for

public libraries, in a Branch press re-

lease that made the following points:
Budget restrictions in the State Li-

brary Services in the 1980s resulted in:

e reduced hours of opening outside
office hours (The State Library now
opens for 2 hours on the weekend,
compared with 16 hours in Sydney
and Melbourne, 10.5 hours in Bris-
bane and 11.5 hours in Adelaide);

e areduction in the stock of books
and non-book materials available to
the public in both the lending and
referenceserviceareas (The Library's
ability to buy materials was cut by
40 per centbetween 1983-84 and an-
other 40 per cent between 1986 and
1987-88. Members of the commu-
nity are now offered a collection that
is increasingly out of date.);

< a steady decline in services in key
areas such as children's services
(This is a critical area of services —
the recent ABS survey of the State
Library Service indicated that 67.3
per centofpersons aged 12-14 years
visit the library — the highest per-
centage in any age group.);

e the introduction of a $1 fee for re-
serving a book (ALIA and many

members of the community have

vigorously fought against this

charge, which is an indirect charge
forborrowing, and one thatdiscrimi-
nates against those in rural areas.).

It is always pleasing when library
service is duly acknowledged, and a
library received a letter of thanks from
Government House ‘for the assistance
and supportyou provided inrelationto
the difficult Constitutional decisions
which the Governor faced. Yourhelpin
locating documents and texts ... was a
great help in resolving the situation
and is greatly appreciated'.

The new government is expected to
be more interested in library services
than the old. A great deal of work was
done over the past 2 years to help the
political parties write and adopt for-
ward-looking library policies, as part of
the Branch's lobbying activities. We
found that the most fertile ground in
this regard was with the independent
members of Parliament (Bob Brown and
Gerry Bates have been heavy users of
library services). In their Accord with
the Labor Party, the 'Greens' have placed
the introduction of 'Freedom of Infor-
mation' legislation as the second item
for action. They have also made a com-
mitment to establish a research unit for
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Now! There Is awide range of
Information on health hazards.

Now a wide range of
international research
material is available at the
finger tips of the
professionals working in the
fields of health and safety.
ALDIS brings you a range of
SilverPlatter CD-ROM
databases that make
searching for information a
quick and easy task.

The SilverPlatter range
includes:

e OSH-ROM - an
international collection of
over 250,000 articles, books
and reports on occupational
health and safety
information, now including
the Major Hazard Incident
Data Service developed by
the British Health & Safety
Executive.

e CHEM-BANK - a

collection of databanks of
over 90,000 hazardous
chemicals, including RTECS,
CHRIS, OHMTADS, and
soon TOSCA.

e EINECS - The
European Inventory of
Existing Commercial
Chemical Substances.

¢ PESTBANK - two
databanks of 45,000 US
registered pesticides.

of Medicine.

access the disks.

e TOXLINE - a
bibliographic database of
toxicological information
from the US National Library

For the information you
need simply fill out the
coupon below.

Australian Laser Disk Information Services
Victorian Technology Centre, 275 Normanby Rd.
Port Melbourne 3207
Phone: (03) 647 9724 Fax: 647 9799

Please send me more
information on:
[J OSH-ROM [0 CHEM-BANK
1 PESTBANK 1 TOXLINE
[ EINECS

Name:

ALDIS provides annual
subscriptions to the
databases which are
updated regularly, as well
as the PC's and the
CD-ROM drives needed to

Organisation:----------------
Address:-----------=m-mmnmmnen

Postcode:-----------
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Parliament and to generally improve
access to information in the public serv-
ice. The Labor Party was also quite
positive, and since the election we have
been to see the new Minister and have
some grounds for hope that a program
forthe development ofthe State Library
Service will be initiated.

However, there has been one loss
for library services with the new gov-
ernment: the State Librarian was one of
the fifty-one-odd (or should | have said
about fifty-one) heads of departments
or statutory authorities who were di-
rectly responsible to Ministers. In the
reoganisation of the public service, this
number has been greatly reduced to
eighteen. The State Library is now part
of the Department of Education and the
Arts, and the State Librarian's access to
the Minister will be via the Departmen-
tal Secretary and a new Deputy Secre-
tary (Culture and the Arts).

| 3) Regional Group meets challenge +from [ & @

Alderman Joy Cooper (Townsville/
Thuringowa Joint Library Board Chair-
man) attended the opening. We invited
CouncillorJohn Trace of Burdekin Shire,
Chairman of the State Library Board, to
perform two duties—the opening, and
the presentation of the Public Library
LIBROS Awards, this year won jointly
by Logan City and Redcliffe City. The
mayors of the two cities accepted the
Awards.

Logan City Library's mascot,
Wordsley — who was central to their
prize winning promotion entry — was
a great hit in his bear suit.

We issued a press release and the
local paper published a photo and short
article.

Theexercise was interesting inmany
ways. It demonstrated that Local Gov-
ernment in Queensland is not fully
aware of services available to it through
either local, State or special libraries.
Naturally ORACLE, the State Library's
on-line information database, was
popular, and the presence of State Li-
brary personnel gave many delegates
the opportunity to discuss specific con-
cerns, as well as see the databases in
action.

Asafurther encouragementto dele-
gates to have a better look at library
services, we held a small competition
offering two prizes donated by a local
book shop and the Thuringowa Library
Social Club.

From the very beginning, this was a
venture of faith. We had no idea what

The Tasmanian Branch is mounting
its usual program of activities, and aims
to organise a Branch function each
month. Speakersthisyearhaveincluded
Eric Wainwright (Board of Education),
Warwick Cathro (ABN, and resource-
sharing seminar arranged in conjunc-
tion with ACLIS), Jean Furze (Black-
well's Periodicals) and Joan Staples
(librarian and Campaign Organiser for
the Green Independents).

As the dust settles after the elec-
tions, Tasmanians spend their time
speculating on how long the Accord
will last (the old question 'Will you still
love me in the morning?') and whether
various election promises will be kept
(the political version of The cheque is
in the mail').

Peter Cohen
President

kind of response the display would
invoke. In the main, it was a conscious-
ness-raising exercise: most delegates
spoke highly of the public library serv-
ice and said they would be mentioning
the display to their librarians. It will be
interesting to see if this does happen.
The organising committee is grate-
ful to have had the full support of the
Group for 4 days, including setting up.
Fourteen librarians gave willingly and
cheerfully of their time, which proved
to us that promotional activities are
certainly important to the members of
the library profession in Townsuville.

Talking information

As well as talking 'information’' to con-
ference delegates, it was a good oppor-
tunity to listen to what concerns local
government in areas far from the main
population centres, and how they go
about solving their problems.
Problemsolving inlocal government
can be a costly exercise, when so many
local authorities depend on outside help
and advice. If we can prove that the
gathering of information from our many
sources can not only aid the process in
its early stages, but also be cost effective
in the long term, then we will have been
of service to the local government in-
dustry. But before we get to that stage
there is a lot of hard work to be done.
Let's hope we can meet the challenge!

Pat Kirkman
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Ms Averill M.B. Edwards, PO Box 3381,
Manuka, ACT 2603; (062) 621604.

Vice-President

Ms Lynn Allen, State Librarian, c/- State Li-
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Mr Eric Wainwright, Deputy Director-Gen-
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Western Australia
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Services, Department of Corrective Services,
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