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Colour, sound and action were the focus as
15,000 people streamed through the State
Library of NSW’s bright new complex on
Saturday, 7 May. The spectacular Open
Day was a fitting climax to a busy week
which saw the Queen officially open the
new 1l1-storey building on 4 May.
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Royal Visit
Arriving at 5.00pm the Queen and Prince
Phillip were met by NSW Premier, Nick
Greiner, together with State Librarian, Alison
Crook, and Library Council President, Dr
Mark Hertzberg.

A short opening ceremony was followed by
a tour of the new complex and a brief viewing
of the ‘Coming of the Strangers’ exhibition —
housed in the refurbished Galleries of the
Mitchell Wing. Alison Crook described to the
Royal party the significance of the 13 Newton
Fowell letters, won back from a Sotheby‘s
auction last December following a successful
public campaign for funds.

Highly detailed letters, one running to 26
pages, cover the young midshipman’s

axperiences aboard HMS Sirius during the
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First Fleet voyage to Botany Bay and Sydney
Cove. Other letters recount the later dash to
Cape Town for urgent supplies to sustain the
starving colony and the subsequent ship-
wreck of Sirius at Norfolk Island on 19 March
1790.

Concluding the tour Library Council Presi-
dent, Dr Herztberg, presented the Queen with
prints of the three-sheet panorama of Sydney,
in 1823, by Major James Taylor. These water-
colours are considered the finest and most
accurate depictions made of Sydney Town.

Following a brief reception in the new
building the royal party left the State Library
and returned to Britannia, moored in Sydney
Harbour.

People Place

Excitement was building for Saturday and a

.‘popular’ response from the public was antici-

pated for the State Library’s Open Day — the
celebration of its transition into a more recog-
nisable ‘people place’.

Clear indications that the new Library was
going to be ‘different’ were marked by radio
ads (featuring Jonathon Coleman and Angry
Anderson) and print ads which presented
Albert Einstein, Marilyn Monroe and Henry
Lawson in somewhat strange circumstances.

Saturday was a raging success — in every
way. The entertainment was high-standard,
lively and continuous; the public poured
through the complex in droves and the
‘behind-the-scenes’ exhibition guides were
often overwhelmed. Almost 300 staff —
decked out in T-shirts sporting a giant Library
logo — worked enthusiastically to give the
public what they wanted. The fun and excite-
ment was infectious. Music, dance, film, food,
clowns, talks and demonstrations — it was a

When Macyuarie Street and
the Stawe Library come alive this
Satirday with clowns, dancers,
foodstalls, live music, stilt
walkers and street theatre, the
traditional residents of the
Library could well be excused
for rolling their eves a lite.

The changed atmaosphere is all

day-long round of non-stop activity.

And the people loved it. Families and kids
were out in force. The majority of those sur-
veyed were first-time visitors — they wanted

to see what all the fuss was about and
couldn’t believe just how much this new

complex has to offer everyone . A primary
task was to let people know the State Library
is accessible — and is not just about ‘books’.
The new and expanded services — film,
video, compact disc, family history, special
needs service, all won acclaim.

With the State Library now housed in one
complex (rather than seven different loca-
tions) service delivery will be streamlined.
The historic Mitchell wing now houses, exclu-
sively, the Mitchell and Dixson Australiana
Collections and the bright, light and spacious
new building contains the two-tier General
Reference Library, with its new and

expanded facilities.

The hectic week was exciting and stimulat-
ing — a memorable milestone in a 162-year
history — and marking the beginning of what
is clearly a new era for the NSW State Library.
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