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Persistence can
pay off

To many specials, 1987 may have been
regarded as a year they would prefer to for-
get. Early in the year, the State Education
Library was suddenly pronounced dead by
she/he/they who must be obeyed. Despite
strenuous efforts by several members of the
profession, the decision to close the library
remained. However, their persistence
ensured that the library collection found a
suitable home.

After what seemed to be only a momentary
pause, news soon came to hand that staff of
the Botanic Gardens’ library was to be
reduced by 50 per cent — the plan being to
redeploy the library assistant elsewhere in
the Department.

News from colleagues in other states con-
cerning the closure of special libraries operat-
ing in the private sector serves to reinforce
feelings of isolation and helplessness. But
amid all this gloom and doom, there is some
3o0d news to report.

Due to the persistent efforts of Lynne Car-
michael, the S.A. Brewing Company recently
2amployed their first qualified librarian, Gail
Ward. For over a year, Lynne — in her dual
coles of President of Special Section Commit-
:ee (SA) and Convener of Special Libraries
Promotion Task Force (SA) — has provided
advice to the company concerning their infor-
mation requirements. The motivation behind
Lynne’s efforts was the belief/hope that the
ompany would come to realise that librarians
rossess the knowledge and skills to manage
nformation — and it worked!

How’s that for library advocacy — not to
nention something to ‘crow’ about!

Heather Parrington
Convener
Special Libraries Promotion Task Force, SA

Coming shortly

Far too many acronyms and abbreviations
rave been coined since 1981, which was
wvhen the second edition of The Australian
lictiorary of acronyms and abbreviations
was published. That edition was barely in the
1ands of the typesetters before I had col-
ected dozens of new entries. Now, seven
vears later, I have thousands of new entries,
ind a new edition of ADAA is taxiing towards
he runway and is to be published by the
LAA.

With the last edition I received an enormous
umount of help from correspondents who sent
ne lists of abbreviations, helpful leads and
1ints, corrections (ahem!) and in more than
ne case questions about abbreviations which
veren't in the dictionary but which, by
yractising rusty reference skills, I was able to
'lucidate.

With a new edition in the offing, I wonder
f there are other users of the dictionary with
uggestions to make, or items to contribute.
Che dictionary will be all the more useful for
rou and other readers as a consequence. You
‘an write to me at 31 Ward Street, Wil-
oughby, NSW 2068.

[ look forward to hearing from you shortly.

David J. Jones

IT'SEASY TO GET B... ON SEATS.
Advertise your next conference, workshop
or seminar in InCite’s "Happenings’ column.
For $25 per entry per issue don't delay, ad-
vertise today! Contact: Kathy Husselbee
(02) 692 9233.

Happenings listings are free to LAA groups

If you don't have ‘BOOK, the fully computerised management
system in your library, it's about time you did. Already over half the
automated public libraries in Australia use ‘BOOK" and don't know how

they managed without it.

It's designed in Australia, proven, reliable and now even sold
overseas. Depending on your size, there's even a choice of ‘Mini BOOK,

‘BOOK” or ‘BOOK/38'.

So, if you want your library to service borrowers far more
efficiently, isn't a call to Karen McAdam in Sydney (02) 437 5511,
Greg Rowe in Melbourne (03) 690 4788, John Russell in Brisbane

(07) 229 2522, Wolf Engel in
Adelaide (08) 224 0100 or
Bill Jarman in Perth

(09) 481 7077 long overdue?
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