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Why be President?
Why would anyone being of 
sound mind, wish to devote 
three years of their life to 
the national Vice President, 
President and Past 
President cycle. Cynics will 
conclude that people seek 
the ofice because it will add

a certain lustre to their curriculum vitae. 
Others argue that those who seek to be the 
centre of attention will be happy to accept 
nomination.

There is no doubt that the three-year cycle 
is very demanding of one’s time and energy. 
And regrettably, there are few librarians who 
are willing to make the sacrifice. Both the 
scarcity of applicants for high office and the 
very low voting patterns are a sad reflection 
on our profession.

I would encourage any librarian who is not 
daunted by the prospect of public speaking - 
and as communicators we should not be 
daunted by that prospect - to give very seri
ous consideration to standing for national 
office, preferably after considerable exposure 
at Branch or Section level.

I certainly found my period of national 
office with the LAA to be stimulating and 
demanding. It gave me the opportunity to 
participate at the highest level of policy mak
ing, contributing to the future direction of 
the Association. However, at the end of my 
three-year cycle in December 1986, I retired 
with a mixture of relief and satisfaction. 
Relieved, that I would no longer have to 
devote such a large amount of time attending 
meetings in distant capital cities, yet satisfied 
with my contribution to what I considered to 
be important developments within the LAA.

During that period the LAA had gone 
through a Corporate Review and had accept
ed the restructuring proposed in the review. 
During my office we had also come to grips 
with the escalating cost of membership, dra
matically reduced membership fees and 
reversed the perception, that some members 
of the profession had, that the cost of mem
bership was too high.

My experience as Vice-President, President 
and Past President of the LAA was a reward
ing one. Along with a very able group of col
leagues, an impact was made on the future 
development of the Association. Contacts 
were made and two successful biennial con
ferences were held.

It is easy to complain about your profes
sional association. It is not so easy to make a 
commitment to seek to change the LAA. But 
if you are prepared to make that commit
ment, the rewards are tangible. _ _

Ron Davis

The LAA has taken delivery of the 
special conference issue of Education 
for Librarianship: Australia. This
conference publication provides a 
forum for debate on issues relating to 
education for librarianship, and 
attempts to present an overview of the 
art of education for librarianship in 
Australia at present.
Copies are free but you will need to 
send $1.50 in postage to the LAA, 376 
Jones Street, Ultimo, and address, of 
course. So, be quick! The offer is for a 
limited time only!


