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FRONTLINE

Anne M. Hazell

The hero of a recent Aus-
tralian adolescent novel des-
cribes the teacher-librarian
in his school in the following
way: ‘Dr Spinner divides
people in two classes: users
» and non-users. Users are
% people who come into lib-
raries and touch books, non-users are those
who stay outside . . . Dr Spinner’s ambition is
to turn the users into non-users — simple
harmless people who leave books alone.’

No librarian who is providing a service to
the public would be happy to see her/himself
as Al Capsella sees Dr Spinner. Yet many, not
all but many, librarians seem to be much
happier talking about such mysteries of the
profession as ABN and NBD than they are
addressing the difficult issues of user pays
and social justice relating to libraries and
information services. John Levett noted
something similar in an editorial in the Feb-
ruary issue of the Australian Library Jour-
nal and I was reminded of it again in a
recent function attended by many South Aus-
tralian librarians.

Although probably only 1 to 2 percent of
South Australian members of the LAA will
attend the October Australian Libraries
Summit, pre-Summit planning has involved
many of us during the first half of this year.
After reading the Summit papers, the local
Steering Committee (which included rep-
resentatives of most Sections of the LAA)

decided that 1+ o nain themes underpinned
much discuss ¢ : national co-operation and
social justice. { s, then, formed the basis of
the half-day < minar organised to involve
other members - -he profession and users in
the pre-Sumn:i: discussions.

In some pape:s, even a broad division such
as we had identified proved to be unsatisfac-
tory, with topics like access to ABN appearing
both as an issue of national co-operation and
social justice. Yet overall, as an admittedly
biased participant in that [ presented the
paper on social justice, I felt that at least some
of the audience preferred contemplating the
inward issues relating to national co-opera-
tion to discussing the outward issues relating
to our users and the service we provide.

My knowledge of librarians outside my
hoome state suggests to me that this tendency
to look inwards to our profession, rather than
outwards to the rest of the world, is not
limited to South Australia. After all, there are
some who believe that cataloguing is the
innermost mystery of librarianship.

The Summit offers a unique opportunity for
us to make ourselves visible to the commu-
nity. Two months before the Summit, many of
us will go to Sydney for what seems likely to
be the biggest gathering of librarians yet to
take place in Australia. Surely that is the
occasion for us to discuss the tools of our
trade, the inner mysteries of our profession?

In Canberra in October, we should be
examining such issues as the role libraries and
information services can play in improving
A.ustralia’s balance of trade and how we can
more effectively contribute to social equity.
We should be examining the implications for
library education of increasing the involve-
ment of librarians in matters like these and

planning the advocacy campaign which will
be necessary for us to achieve such high-
minded objectives. What’s more, we should
be ensuring that the community knows that
these issues are the focus of our discussions.

[ appreciate the opportunity given to me by
Alan Bundy to extend my audience beyond
the boundaries of South Australia and look
forward to meeting you at the IFLA/LAA Con-
ference and at the Summit. I'll be the one
with the soapbox.

Anne M. Hazell
President
SA Branch

IFLA Delegates Note! The Pattern of
Library Services in Australia is now
available. Written by Past National Lib-
rarian, Harrison Bryan, it is a handy
overview of the Australian library scene

. a must to read before coming down
under! Available to members of the LAA
and NZLA for AUS$14 and to others for
AUS$20. For delivery in 14-21 days

please include $3 for SAL postage.

Preparation of the LAA’s Guide to Aus-
tralian Reference Sources: Social Sciences
is nearing completion. The compiler, Bar-
bara Brady, would like to hear from any-
one whose reference works are in pre-
paration for publication in 1988 or have
been published, revised or updated this
year. Please contact Barbara Brady c/-
LAA, 376 Jones Street, Ultimo, NSW 2007.

Gravity drops Down Line Loading
from ABN into your lap, today.

With only a standard IBM PC, or
PC compatible, your library can use

Gravity for all the normal ABN
on-line interactive data entry and
enquiry tasks, plus record selection
for Down Line Loading.

Rigorously tested in conjunction

with the National Library of
Australia, the Gravity package
compirises all the hardware,
software, plug-in communications
and graphics cards necessary to
enable a standard PC to run

with Gravity.

Select a simple menu and
Gravity automatically re-configures
to receive batch transmission of
selected records from ABN.

On completion, a further menu
option provides for record
conversion to standard MARC
format in ASCII for local processing.

PC
with
Gravity

RS232 ) Link

The user may then view and

edit selected records with the full
ALA character display.

Finally, Gravity provides for

batch transmission file loading
to the user’'s own internal
library system.

Talk to Aldis about immediate

Down Line Loading from Gravity.

You'll find it's a most

uplifting experience.

aliis

v

Austrauan Laser Disk INFormvarion Services Prv. Lo

In-house
computer
system

Victorian Technology Centre, 275 Normanby Rd.,

Port Melbourne 3207.

Phone (03) 647 9724 Fax: 647 9799 Telex: AA 3211.

ABN is the Australian Bibliographic Network which is

operated by the National Library of Australia. Gravity is a
registered Trade Mark of ALDIS, who reserve the right to
change spedifications or prices at any time without prior
notice. IBM is the registered Trade Mark of International

Business Machines Corporation.



