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IFLA Update

This is my annual letter (the fourth, I think)
asking for information on the finances of the
IFLA conference. Despite General Council’s
1984 resolution to provide regular reports on
this matter, experience has proved that infor-
mation is only produced when someone forces
the issue. How peculiar for an organisation
which is just busting to add ‘information’ to
its name.

demonstrate that there has been no blow-out
in the budget compare this with the estimate
I gave in June 1987, which was overall cost of
$420,000 in 1987 dollars. The budget increase
is 6.8 percent — less than the rate of inflation.

Hans W Groenewegen

Conference Treasurer

Rental services: a missing
link?

Each Bundy editorial in InCite is a breath of
fresh air for our often stiflingly conservative
profession. To suggest, in the pages of our
Association newletter (InCite 15 April 1988),
that video libraries (sorry video shops) have
anything to teach real libraries, is a brave
move.

Libraries missed the boat on popular video
distribution largely because our self-image as
organisations is locked into an attitude that
regards any form of charging for service as a
betrayal of our deepest ideals. Everything we
do must be tax-funded. Therefore many types
of service relevant to the role of the library

The last we heard (InCite 3/4/87) there was
a projected deficit of $19,000 to be covered by
sponsorships. However the announcement

will never be provided by us unless we start
re-arranging our minds and our organisations.
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sons had enrolled for IFLA/LAA, or IFLA or
LAA separately. Of these 937 (over 80 per-
cent) will attend IFLA. Moreover, to date,
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The latest version of the budget indicates a
total estimated cost for the IFLA component
of the conference of $448,500 in 1988 dollars.
This can be broken down as follows: $153,700
for conference planning and organisation,
$118,000 for printing and duplication, $9,500
for conference Kkits, satchels, etc,. $76,100 for
interpretation and other program-related
costs, $48,700 for receptions, tours and hospi-

scene in a nutshell ... the pattern in
1987. The Pattern of Library Services in
Australia by Harrison Bryan. ISBN 0
86804 051 7. Part 1 covers ‘Libraries in
Australia’ — including libraries and
demography; national non-organisation;
state-based services; the independent 4
libraries; resource sharing; and how
much pattern? Part 2 covers ‘Types of
Australian Library Services’. Price: $14
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