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Alvin Toffler in his book The Echo-Spasm
Report claims that society is moving into a
period of extreme dislocation which is not
merely an economic crisis but a crisis in civili-
sation. ‘What we are witnessing,’ he says, ‘isthe
overall breakdown of industrial society and the
transition to new forms of social organisation

Those of us in the library and information
community take it almost as an article of faith
that libraries have a vital role to play in assist-
ing society to adjust to these dislocations
through their educative, recreational, human-
ising and democratic role. And yet as we have
seen in recent months, libraries of all complex-
ions are being subjected to rigorous examina-
tion and the economic value of their services
sharply defined. As one overseas commentator
(Thacker) said recently ‘Libraries have become
expensive to operate and society is no longer
sure that they are worth their high cost.

In his article in a recent issue of AARL, Colin
Steele gives an overview of some of the Aus-
tralian library reviews which have taken place
in recent years. We now have news of the
Report of the State Library of Victoria Develop-
ment Study which acknowledges that the
library is at ‘the most critical point in its
131-year history’, and admits ‘its valuable
materials are deteriorating through neglect, its
buildings are unsuitable and in a poor state

’and that it has insufficient resources.
Nevertheless, if recommendations in the
report to the State Government are accepted,

plans to move the State Library from its
cramped, deteriorating premises into a new
building will be postponed (indefinitely?) in
favour of a $7 million refit. Meanwhile the
State Government is spending between $70
million and $150 million on a national tennis
centre to be used a few times a year.

News filtering out about the Block review of
Commonwealth Departmental Libraries sug-
gests some radical rationalisation and restruc-
turing, while in the private sector some
libraries, both well-established and providing a
range of innovative services (such as the head
office of CSR) have been summarily closed.

These developments are manifestations of
the harsher economic climate in which we are
operating and consequent demands for cost-
benefit justification. They also reflect, at least
in part, some assessment by society or the
value of these services.

As misguided and ill-informed as these
assessments may be, they are dangerous and
must be challenged. This is why I believe
today’s librarians must take a dynamic
entrepreneurial role in the promotion and
development of their services.

The majority of libraries operate within the
broad public sector. In times of contracting
public sector spending, publicly-funded
libraries and information services, in common
with other publicly-supported services, are
being asked to expand their diminishing
resource base by seeking alternative funding
sources.

These are the realities with which we live in
1987 and with which I believe we shall con-
tinue to live. We must demonstrate our worth
and be prepared to recover at least some of our
costs. The Government demands it, society
demands it, and increasingly our employers

demand it. Peter Dawe

President.

IFLA/LAA gets first
major sponsor

The Network (James Bennett, John Menzies,
Coutts, and Readmore)) has agreed to become
the first major sponsor of the IFLA/LAA Joint
Conference next year. Managing Director of
the Network, Colin Harrison, was in Australia
recently and met with Jenny Adams to
discuss details of the sponsorship. The confer-
ence will be held at the University of New
South Wales, 27 August to 3 September, 1988.
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Colin Harrison, (left) Andy Dakers, with
recently retired LAA Director, Jenny Adams.

Enter a new world of Library Management
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With URICA the world’s finest library managemént system.
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AWA Computers, 132 Arthur Street, North Sydney, NSW Australia. Ph. 9223300 Tlx. 26082 Fax. 9222107.
2896 Dunearn Road, Singapore 2158. Ph. 4698822 Tlx. RS28450 Fax. 4690143.
Sime Darby Systems, Wisma Sime Darby, Jalan Raja Laut, 50350 Kuala Lumpur. Ph. 03 2939322.

URICA, the most sophisticated
library system available today, is
ideally suited for use in all types and
sizes of libraries.

The library’s existing records can
be loaded into the URICA database
from a variety of sources, such as
ABN or Bibliofile using a choice of
input programs.

AWA Computers has the
experienced personnel to advise
libraries on their automation needs
and to provide a timely and effective
transition to the new URICA system.

AWA Computers has a program
of regular enhancements and
development of the system to cater
for the changing requirements of
today’s libraries.

We work as one
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