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A LOOK AT THE LAA’S AWARDS:
No 1: The Maria Gemenis Award for an

Outstanding Contribution to Special Librarianship

The annual presentation of the Maria Gemenis Award was established to encourage
members of the Special Libraries Section to contribute to group activities and to con-
tinue the work which Maria Gemenis actively carried out. The Award criteria are listed

in the ‘Call for Nominations’ notice.

Maria Gemenis

In 1967, Maria Gemenis graduated from the
University of New South Wales with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree and a Diploma in Librar-
ianship. In September of that year she be-
came Librarian of the NSW Department of
Works (now the Department of Transport and
Construction), later becoming Data Services
Manager and then Information Service Man-
ager in charge of the Library, Trade Informa-
tion and Plan Records Section.

Maria joined the LAA in 1967 and made a
distinctive contribution to the NSW Group of
the Special Libraries Section. She joined the
committee in 1975, serving as Chairperson
from 1976 to mid-1979, working tirelessly. For
example, she organised a very successful se-
ries of lunchtime visits to special libraries in
Sydney and several innovative seminars, such
as the micrographics seminar which she ar-
ranged very quickly, given that micrographics
was then a little know topic.

As a long-standing member of ACCESS
(Architects, Construction and Consulting En-
gineers, Specialists Services), Maria became
concerned about isolated librarians and
urged the NSW Group to cater for their
needs. Maria further championed special li-
braries through her participation on NSW

Branch Council, AACOBS, and TAFE. She
brought to the attention of these bodies the
particular needs of special libraries which,
until then, had been largely unheeded.

Maria was a creative leader and supportive
committee member; she had a pragmatic ap-
proach to problems and concern for users of
library services and for the quality of the pro-
fession. The vital life of a loving wife, active
marathon runner and practical and energetic
librarian ended prematurely with Maria’s
death on 1 February 1983.

Recipients

Eve Ahern was the first recipient of the award
in 1983, in recognition of her activities on
many LAA committees, in which she often
promoted or represented special libraries.
Also, for many years, Eve was the editor of
the Australian Special Libraries News, a pub-
lication which helps to overcome isolation
and facilitates sharing of professional exper-
tise.

Kaye Cox received the award in 1984,
mainly in recognition of her successful efforts
as a Regional Librarian for the NSW Depart-
ment of Agriculture. She established a library
network, throughout the New England,

Hunter and Metropolitan regions, which is so!
successful that it is to be implemented state-
wide. Furthermore Kaye’s successful promo-
tion of the library and the network within the
organisation was recognised when she was
nominated for the award by one Regional Di-
rector and accompanied to the presentation
dinner by another.

Elizabeth Swan, who received the Maria
Gemenis Award in 1985, is noted for her ef-
forts in advancing the professionalism of col-
leagues, and for advocating a marketing ap-
proach to promoting and selling library ser-
vices within the parent organisation. Eliza-
beth has utilised this approach successfully,
and through difficult times, for her own ACI
Information Services.

Annette Murphy who received the award
last year has been a source of constant sup-
port to her colleagues, and always prepared to
act immediately to help with a problem. An-
nette’s research skills are now utilised with
Enterprise Information for the creation and
development of library analysis and research
throughout New South Wales.

Nyree Swan

Perhaps you know of other special li-
brarians exhibiting these profession-
al characteristics in the context of
their own library and/or the broader
special libraries’ environment. Rec-
ognition, of their efforts by their
peers is provided through the Maria
Gemenis Award. So read the “Call for
Nominations’ notice and obtain a
nomination form now. Nominations

close 30 April 1981.

Please complete the order form below, making sure
you quote your Order Number: This Standing Order
will remain active until countermanded in writing.

QTY. TITLE

QTY. TITLE

American Art Directory
American Book Publishing Record,
Cumulative
American Book Trade Directory
American Library Directory
American Men & Women of Science
Audio Video Market Place
Books in Print
Books in Print, Microfiche

Monthly

Quarterly

Annually
Books in Print Subject Guide
Books in Print Subject Guide

Microfiche,
Quarterly

Annually
Books in Print Supplement
Books in Series
Books Out-of-Print
Bowker Annual
The Bowker International Serials
Database Update

_ lIrregular Serals & Annuals

_ Large Type Books in Print

_ Ltterary Market Place

__ Magazine Industry Market Place

_ Magazines for Libraries

___ Medical & Health Care Books & Serials

in Print

__ Microcomputer Market Place

_____ North American Online Directory

_ OnCassette

_____ Paperbound Books in Print, Spring

______ Paperbound Books in Print, Fall

______ Publishers, Distributors & Wholesalers
of the US

____ Publishers' Trade List Annual

Religious & Inspirational Books & Serials

in Print

Sci-Tech Books & Serials in Print
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My order number is

Please register my standing order for the titles marked above until
countermanded in writing. Please charge my account.

IR TR

Bowker's Law Books & Serials in Print
Children’s Books in Print

Children’s Books in Print — Subject Guide
Cole’s Register of Antiquar ian & Second-
hand Book Dealers Active in Britain
Directory of American Research &
Technology

Drirectory of American Scholars

El-Hi Textbooks in Print

International Literary Market Place

Software Encyclopaedia Name

Ulrich's and Irregular Serials on Establishment

Microfiche (quarterly)

Ulrich’s and Irregular Serials on Address

Microfiche (annually) Postcode

Ulrich’s International Periodicals

Directory Signature Date A
Who's Who in American Art

Who's Who in American Music BUTTERWORTHS PTY. LTD.

Who's Who in American Politics
Who's Who in The Arab World
Who's Who in Lebanon

CD ROM

Books in Print/Plus
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271-273 Lane Cove Rd. (Entrance 34 Waterloo Rd.)
North Ryde. PO Box 345 North Ryde 2113.
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