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OUTSTANDING
LIBRARIANS

‘Outstanding librarians' were prominent in
the audience as well as in the speakers’ notes,
when the SA Institute of Technology Gradu-
ates Association held its first library manage-
ment meeting recently. About 60 Adelaide li-
brarians gathered to hear James Bennett's
Managing Director, Andy Dakers, give his
views on this topic. In a colourful slide pres-
entation citing some of SA’s more prominent
librarians (including Alan Bundy, Euan
Miller, Barbara Biggins, Chris Henderson
and Tony Foskett) Andy demonstrated that
successful time management was a key trait
for success in librarianship.

Andy’s talk was followed by an enthusias-
tic presentation from Dr Chris Henderson,
the Manager of SA Public Libraries. Chris ex-
plained the concept of the proposed Public Li-
brary Automated Information Network and
then, citing examples of her own experiences,
suggested ways in which librarians can work
within their respective communities to pro-
mote library use and awareness.

The SAIT Graduates Association, formed
in 1984, is open to all past graduates of the In-
stitute. SAIT is actively seeking alumni who
are now working interstate. Membership is
FREE. Write to: Mrs Jackie Thompson, Secre-
tary, Graduates Association, SAIT, GPO Box
2471, Adelaide, 5001 or phone (08) 236 2427.
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MATT FLINDERS
AHOY!

Matthew Flinders Navigator & Chartmake\
and Matthew Flinders Private Journal 1803 —
1814 were launched recently at the NSW
State Library.

It is said that while Mathew Flinders laj
on his death-bed, at the age of just 40, he sud
denly awoke from a coma, sat up and cried oul
in alarm ‘My papers!

Flinders was certainly diligent in record
ing his achievements and it is remarkable anc
most fortunate that so many of his papers sur
vived the hazards of small-ship navigation ir
dangerous waters, shipwreck and a long im
prisonment on the lie de France (Mauritius).

Flinders' first circumnavigation of Aus
tralia, shipwreck in HMS Porpoise and 6 yea]
imprisonment by the French Governor, Gen
eral Decaen, on the lie de France resulted ir
the Private Journal, 1803-1814, now in the
Mitchell Library.

Russell Doust, NSW State Librarian says
‘the way the State Library came by the Flin
ders collection, is a story in itself.

In 1817 the then Principal Librarian of the
Public Library of NSW, W. H. Ifould, wrote tc
Flinders' grandson, Professor Williarr
Matthew Flinders Petrie, to ask whethei
there would be any possibility of this valuable
collection coming to the Mitchell Library. Af
ter investigation Professor Petrie considerec
the Mitchell Library and replied to Ifoulc
that he would offer the collection to any Aus
tralian State which would erect a monumenl
to his grandfather, preferably in the form of £
statue, costing not less than £2,000.

‘“This is how the State Library of NSW be
came the only library in Australia to own £
statue’, said Mr Doust. The statue was cast ir
bronze, transported to Sydney and erected or
a site next to the Mitchell Library facing
Macquarie Street. In return Professor Petrie
transferred the valuable Flinders collection tc
the Mitchell Library.

‘It was Flinders who gave us the name
‘Australia’ Mr Doust explained so it is fitting
that it is his statue that stands beside the
Mitchell Library, the world’s largest and fi
nest collection of Australian history.’ The lim
ited edition two volume set published by Gen
esis of England and distributed by David Hen-
ley costs $890. Each volume is hand bound
and printed on acid free paper. Orders can be
placed with Hedley Australia, PO Box 105£
I'vanhoe, Victoria 3079.

WANTED TO BUY ... 5x3 catalogue
drawers. Contact: The Archivist,
SCEGGS, Darlinghurst (02) 332 1133.

LIBRARY SUPPLIERS — Bookings are now
being taken for advertising space in
the Directory of Suppliers to Australian
Libraries. Phone Brenda Pittard on (02)
692 9233.

FLIS FOR
LIBRARY STAFF

Experienced and qualified librarians and library
technicians available for part time or full time,
temporary or permanent positions.

Contact: Freelance Library & Information
Services Pty. Ltd., 27 Kasouka Rd, Camber-
well, 3124. Ph. (03)813 1925



