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EGIONAL GROUPS 
ND THE LAA

e LAA often receives letters from members 
country areas who would like to play a 
'ater role in the association but are pre- 
ated from doing so because of their geo- 
iphical isolation.
)ne way in which the tyranny of distance 
a be overcome, at least as far as professional 
ivities are concerned, is by the formation of 
;ional groups of the LAA.
"he LAA currently has 15 regional groups in 
dons parts of the country. These groups play 
ital role in bringing library staff in isolated 
ms together to discuss common professional 
icerns, to participate in continuing educa- 
n activities or simply to socialise. The North 
ntral Victoria Regional Group is one of the 
ist recent to be established. Cathy Hunt, 
:retary of the group has outlined the his- 
y of the group and some of its activities:

The North Central Victoria Regional 
rroup was established in November 1984 
rut of an expressed need of several librari- 
vns in the region who felt isolated. Until 
hen, local librarians’ point of focus tended 
o be statewide interest groups peculiar to 
•ither the type of library in which they 
corked or the professional position they 
leld. Examples of these are VATCLfor TAFE 
ibrarians, SLAV for school librarians and 
iLCAEfor CAE librarians. Naturally local 
nembers are still prominent in these 
nterest groups.
However these interest groups do not re- 

lect the reality of working away from a 
metropolitan centre. The librarians in the 
■egion rely heavily on each other for re- 
ource support and regardless of type of lib- 
ary in which they work, increasingly rely 
vpon each other for professional support. It 
vas recognition of this that motivated an

approach to the LAA to establish a regional 
group of the Association.

Activities undertaken since the inception 
of the group include talks by John Mills of 
the School of Librarianship, Riverina Insti­
tute of Higher Education on the library 
scene in the USA and Canada; Jennifer 
McLellan, Executive Director of the Austra­
lian Library Promotion Council on the need 
for publicising our wares; a Joint dinner/ 
meeting with the Ballarat Regional Group 
was held at which representatives from the 
Dept, of Agriculture and Information Ex­
press spoke on agricultural data bases. The 
group entered afloat in the Bendigo Easter 
fair procession, an event which gained 
widespread publicity. A very successful 
progressive dinner which used different 
libraries for different courses was a usef u l 
way of making members aware of each 
others’ libraries.

The group has also combined just recently 
with Arts Bendigo, a local organisation for 
promotion of the arts in arranging for three 
visiting writers (Walter Adamson, Mai Mor­
gan and Maria Levitt) to speak at various 
venues in the area. This was very successf ul 
and worth repeating in the future.

Forthcoming events include a visit from 
James Thompson and our combined meet­
ing/dinner with the Ballarat regional 
group.

Regional groups such as that in North Cen­
tral Victoria, play a very active role in the 
LAA. If there is not a regional group in the 
country area near you, perhaps you might 
consider forming one. All that is needed is for 
5 professional members and 5 other members 
of the LAA to send a statement to the General 
Secretary and the State Branch Scretary, set­
ting out the reasons why a regional group is 
needed.

Lou ise La nsley 
Industrial Information & 

Research Officer

Special LAA Darwin T-shirts
jfe giving you the shirts? 
Reeling badgered?
*inned down?
Danish those post conference 
dues!

luy a special LAA Darwin T-shirt 

Adults — M,LG,XL — $10 

Kids-8,12,14-$7

Jadges — 3 for $2.00 or 
$1.00 each

Stickpins — $3.00 each
available in red

'rices include postage and handling

nquire about our special rates for bulk Send your order now to LAA House, 
>rders on (008) 22 1481 toll free. 376 Jones Street, Ultimo 2007.
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James Henri & Roy Sanders
• articles in the field oflibrary and 

information science education articles 
on library staff development and 
continuing education

• news from library schools in 
Australasia

• reviews of recent publications
• notes of events, past and future, in 

Australia and overseas
• reports from the LAA Board of 

Education, and the LAA Education for 
Librarianship Section

Published 3 times per year by the Centre 
for Library Studies, for the Library 
Association of Australia, Education for 
Librarianship Section

ISSN 0813-4235

Subscription rates: $8.00 — surface mail 
(LAA members $5.00): $ 14.00 — airmail.

Send your enquiries and/or cheque to:
The Editors, Education for Librarianship: 
Australia. Centre for Library Studies, 
Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher 
Education, P.O. Box 588, Wagga Wagga, 
NSW 2650, Australia.

□ I wish to subscribe to Education for 
Librarianship: Australia and enclose a
cheque for $.....  □ I would like you to
send me further details about Education 
for Librarianship: Australia

NAME: .................................................................

ADDRESS: .........................................................

Order Form
Please send_________ LAA Darwin
T-shirts
Adults M_________________________

LG_______________________
XL_______________________

Kids 8__________________________
12_______________________
14________________________

Badges
Hop into your local library 
Libraries and lifestyles

Stickpins
______________ _Red
________________Gold

Total $.

Bankcard/Visacard order 
authority

Bankcard number

496______________________________

Visacard number

Expiry date______

Amount $_______

Cardholder’s name.

Cardholder’s signature.


