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"homas Charles

riffitt

.embers of the Australian library community
ill be saddened to hear of the death of Tom
riffitt in Canberra on 4 November 1985.

Tom was born in Tasmania in 1935. He held
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University
f Tasmania, the LAA Registration Certificate
ad later gained a Diploma in Public Adminis-
ation from Canberra College of Advanced
ducation. He began his professional career at
1e University of Tasmania as a cataloguer and
as subsequently in charge of government
ublications from 1962-1966. Tom was ap-
ointed as Senior Specialist Librarian in the
raining School at the National Library of
ustralia at a time when it was providing lec-
ires for the Registration Certificate. He be-
ame Director of Training in 1971 and
tinued in that post until his retirement on
.edical grounds in 1979.

After his retirement, Tom was a familiar fig-
re at the Australian National Gallery and
wght photography at the AME School and at
2arce Primary School.

As head of the Training and Liaison Service
action, Tom presided over the transition from
yrmal profession training to training for lib-

rary staff as a whole. He was responsible for
the development of a program of continuing
education for the professional staff which in
terms of excellence has not been matched
since. Papers prepared by staff for this pro-
gram, especially those describing the history
and strengths of the library’s collections, are
still regarded as authoritative documents.
Training packages for Assistant Library Offi-
cers were developed on behalf of the Public
Service Board to train clerical staff to perform
the technical jobs of library officers. Staff
from other departments used these successful
audio-visual packages.

Tom was particularly interested in the appli-
cations of audio-visual technology to training
and did pioneering work on the use of closed
circuit television for trainers.

Involvement in the International Training
Programs for librarians organised by the Aus-
tralian Development Assistance Bureau cre-
ated an interest in the Pacific region,
especially in library services, an interest
which developed into long-term contact with
Fiji and Fijians. Tom has provided personal
support for many Fijians, especially students,
living in Canberra.

During his career, Tom Triffitt trained many
people at a variety of levels. His interest in
young people and his ability to get on easily
with them were elements of his success. He
will be sadly missed.

)BITUARY
todney East

r»dney Vernon East, Chief Librarian of the
oarlunga Library, died suddenly on Sunday
) April at his home. His death shocked his
1merous friends and colleagues in public
yraries, in TAFE, and in the local commun-
y, and removed from the library scene in
yuth Australia a librarian of rare quality and
dividuality.
Rod East began his career in the State Lib-
iry of South Australia, subsequently moving
» Sydney, where he took his BA degree, and
ten to Papua New Guinea. After seven years
i librarian at the Administrative College, Port
oresby, he completed a Master’s degree at
le College of Librarianship, Wales, before re-
irning to Australia in 1979 to the position of
AFE Regional Librarian at Lismore, NSW. In
)81 he came back to Adelaide, spending a
:ar as a lecturer in library studies at Hartley
AE before taking up his position at
oarlunga.
As the first Chief Librarian of the largest
int-use library in Australia, Rod succeeded,
ithin a very short time and with the able
sistance of a dedicated and devoted staff, in
eating an outstanding service. Within four
:ars of its opening, the Noarlunga Library has
:come one of the busiest service points in the
ate, with more than 100,000 items in stock,
rer 33,000 registered borrowers, and some
10,000 loans a year.
Despite his heavy work load at Noarlunga,
»d found the time for active participation in
‘ofessional affairs, being at various times a
ember and Treasurer of the SA Branch
»uncil of the LAA, a member of the Execu-
ve of the Chief Librarians Association of SA,
1d a2 member of the AACOBS State Commit-
e. He played a leading role, as chairperson
the Steering Committee, in promoting the
ncept of a Public Libraries Automated In-
rmation Network (PLAIN), which has gained
rong support in principle from the Libraries
ard and the State Library Executive. In ad-
tion, he was Secretary/Treasurer of the
ustralian Dataphase Users Group, a member

of the Committee of Review of the Crawford
Report on library services in SA, and an office
bearer in the Municipal Officers’ Association.

As a member of the Noarlunga Library Man-
agement Committee from its inception, [ came
to know Rod well, both as a friend and as a lib-
rarian committed to the pursuit of excellence
in everything he did. I admired the persist-
ence with which he fought for the resources
he believed to be essential if the library were
to meet the ever-increasing demands made on
it; at the same time he displayed a sureness of
touch in ‘managing’ the Committee itself,
knowing by instinct and experience when to
press his point and when to give in with good
grace. His lasting monument will be the ser-
vice he built.

His sudden death is a great loss to the lib-
rary staff, to the Noarlunga College and to the
community which he served so well. The large
numbers attending his Memorial Service at-
test to the high regard in which he was held.
To his parents and his partner Marie, and her
children, we offer our deepest sympathy.

Tony Brown

Pergamon INFOLINE is pleased to an-
nounce another round of training
courses for their online information re-
trieval service. There will be two
courses, an Introductory Course for new
users, and a course for Experienced
users who need to review current devel-
opments on the system.

CANBERRA

Introductory — Monday 26 May
Experienced — Tuesday 27 May.

SYDNEY
Introductory — Thursday 29 May
Experienced — Friday 30 May.

DARWIN
System Seminar — Saturday 5 July.

Courses will run from 9.30am to
4.30pm with a break for lunch. Morn-
ing and afternoon tea will be provided.
Attendance will cost $150 per day or
$200 if both courses are attended.
Course venues will be announced once
bookings have been received. For more
information and bookings please
contact:

James Harker-Mortlock
Saztec Information
Retrieval Services P.L.
74 Glebe Point Road
Glebe NSW 2037

Tel: (008) 02 2563
Minerva Mailbox
HIR001 Tix: 10715912

PERGANMON

INFO
LINE

FIRST ASIAN-PACIFIC SPECIAL &
LAW LIBRARIANS' CONFERENCE

Incorporating 7TH National Special Libraries Conference
2ND National Law Librarians’ Conference

THE FUTURE NOW:
CHANGING INFORMATION SOURCES

Proceedings of the conference held September 1-6 1985
at the Hilton International, Melbourne Australia

The Proceedings contain the papers presented at the plenary sessions, the
parallel sessions, and where supplied, the notes of participants in panel sessions.
The text of the 1st Lesle Symes Memorial Lecture is also included.

A joint publication of the National Special Libraries Section, Library Association
of Australia and the Australian Law Librarians’ Group 1985.

ISBN No. O-86804-0O50-9.

Cost: 30 members; $45 non-members.
Price includes postage within Australia. Overseas add $3.00.

Order from LAA, 376 Jones Street, Ultimo NSW 2007
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