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3udget reviews
.ooking and reading a bit like a cross be-
ween the Australian book review and the
\ustralian bookseller and publisher, a newish
i-monthly published in Western Australia
10tes, sometimes extensively, new books
wvailable in Australia and forthcoming
ittractions.

Entitled Australasian books in review, it is
iimed at librarians, booksellers and the
ook-buying public. Reviews in the issues I
1ave seen have been unsigned, even the

ngthv ones, and tend to the descriptive
ather than the evaluative.

Brief articles make easy, if light, reading.
here is a selection of newly released British
itles listed, with more extensive coverage of
\ustralian materials. [t's well worth getting a
ample copy to see how it fits in with your
eading/selecting habits.

Australasian books in review is published
yi-monthly (I think) and is available from
>0 Box 176, Kalamunda, WA 6076. It costs
316.80 for twelve issues, including postage
ISSN 0729-7297).

Verb. sap.

Any book with chapter headings such as
Angry Anxiety, Hangnails and Quinsy’, or
topically as I write) 'Peerless Umpires, Im-
serious Partisans’ invites reading, just to
ind out what the chapter headings mean.

To be honest, the look of the pages of Word
or word, spiked with asterisks, bristling with
rackets, infested with italics and with con-
inuous line numbering at five-line intervals
hroughout the text, does need something of
an aperitif to send the reader lurching
hrough the text.

For this work is a long ramble through the
labyrinths of English usage and etymology,
complete with an index if you lose the thread.
Edward C. Pinkerton tells us in his foreword
that this work is ‘the result of several years of
sleuthing through linguistic materials’ — he
does not indicate whether the Agency, which
produced masters in other literary genres,
has any connection with his powers of
deduction.

Pinkerton starts with the premise that
words derived from the same root are often
not recognised as being related at all. He was
‘struck by the fact that cognate words are
often of such disparate form and meaning
that no one looking at them in alphabetical
order would imagine that they were de-
scended from the same root’. Here he gives
us a very large sampling to illustrate his
point and ends up with a work which 1is
worth dipping into for its fairly straightfor-
ward description of the origins of and links
between many English words.

Serialised in digestible chunks — the work
actually grew out of a series of articles
which Pinkerton wrote for the Baltimore
FEvening Sun — or strictly rationed, Word for
word 1s tolerable. Those seeking a scholarly
treatment will need to look elsewhere.

Edward C. Pinkerton’s Word for word.: a dic-
tionary of etymological cognates was pub-
lished last year by Verbatim Books and is
distributed by Gale Research. It costs US$40
(ISBN 0930454 06 5).

Ready reference

Trying to teach reference services to stu-
dents of librarianship in Australia has in the
past been hampered by the paucity of guides
to Australian reference works, a situation
now happily being rectified in no small mea-
sure by one of my favourite reference
librarians.

Ready reference services in the Austra-
lian environment have been particularly
badly neglected, and a textbook on them is a
welcome sight. Sources of brief factual infor-
mation, by Janine Schmidt and Barbara Pos-
ton Anderson, was published last year by
Kuring-gai College of Advanced Education,
and is intended to introduce materials on
this topic to library school students. It will
also be helpful for beginning librarians, to li-
brarians moving into the reference field and
to long-serving reference staff whose mem-

ories need refreshing.

Emphasis in this 116-page book is given
to Australian materials, although the most
commonly used overseas items are de-
scribed also. Guidance is given on how to
evaluate reference sources, how particular
kinds of work are arranged, how to use the
materials to answer questions of various
types (and ready reference questions are
nothing if not varied).

The work covers dictionaries, encyclopae-
dias, handbooks, manuals, yearbooks and di-
rectories, each section rounded off by
selection criteria, study questions and a
brief list of the inevitable further reading.
It's attractively laid out and liberally illus-
trated with samples of pages from the works
discussed and photographs of many of them
too.

Reading through this, and following up
the examples and trying to answer some of
the questions from the reference works de-
scribed is an excellent way of brushing up
one’s reference readiness. As an adjunct to a
formal course, Schmidt and Anderson will
certainly prove its worth. Consideration
might be given to an index in future edi-
tions, to increase the work’s reference value.
And there is one unforgivable omission in
the section on abbreviations dictionaries.

Even so, it must find its way onto the
shelves of reference libraries, and into the
hands of reference librarians, everywhere in
Australia where reference work is done.

Sources of brief factual information by Jan-
ine Schmidt and Barbara Poston Anderson
was published last year by the Centre for In-
formation Resources Studies, Kuring-gai
College of Advanced Education, PO Box
222, Lindfield, NSW 2070. It costs $10 (ISBN
0909177 25 2).
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Italian Books and Periodicals

Contact us for all your
requirements in books and
magazines from Italy.

160-166 Sussex Street, Sydney 2000

T 294855 29 4856

£ Information Management

We invite you to join Australia’s premier libraries in
a new way of managing communication.

ACIMAIL

Simple. Effective. Inexpensive.

Electronic mail. Australia-wide.

Full details from:

Adelaide — Dave Gillard 268 1933; Brishane — George Notaras 369 5877; Canberra — Long Tjhia
47 0988; Melbourne — lan McCallum and Leigh Baker 544 8433; Perth — Bob Till 321 2859;

Sydney —

John Geerligs 698 6586.
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