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Australian databases: a national policy?

n earnest discussion during a break in the seminar are Peter Judge, CSIRO (left), Ian McCallum, ACI 
centre) and Tony Ketley, National Library of Australia.

"HERE WAS STRONG support for a 
lational policy for the development of Austra- 
lan databases at the seminar 'Australian 
learinghouses and databases: towards a 
lational policy’ held by Melbourne’s Foots- 
ray Institute of Technology on 20 November, 
982.

More than 80 people from different parts 
•f Australia discussed the development of 
Australian databases without a nationally co
ordinated policy to rationalise effort, re- 
ources and experience in this very 
mportant area.

Opening the seminar, Allan Horton, Uni- 
ersity Librarian of the University of NSW, 
itroduced the idea of AACOBS acting as a 
oordinating body in the development of Aus- 
ralian databases. Summarising the views of 
ome of the other speakers:

Gilles Chiasson, Manager of the Canadian 
•port Information Resource Centre, provided 
n international perspective to the develop- 
nent of national databases, emphasising the 
leed for international cooperation and the 
upport countries like Australia could give.

Brian Yates, Assistant General Technical 
Services Division of the National Library of 
Australia saw finding a source of funding 
latabase development as being of paramount 
mportance. For cooperation, he felt that one 
hould look to informal rather than formal 
nechanisms.

Peter Judge, Officer in charge of the Cen- 
ral Information Library and Editorial Sec- 
ion of the CSIRO, suggested that ALIC was 
veil placed to formulate a national policy on 
nformation services, including database de- 
elopment. He also suggested that the newly 
ormed Australian Database Development As- 
ociation (ADDA) act as a rallying point and 
atalyst for future development.
Ian McCallum, Manager, Information Re- 

rieval Systems at ACI, suggested that co- 
iperation had succeeded where formal 
oordination of effort had failed, and that 
inybody representing Australian database 
levelopment should represent the players 
ather than the spectators. He was rather pes- 
imistic. about convincing the Australian 
Government to provide funding for the devel
opment of an Australian information 
ndustry.

Neil Speirs, Editor of Australian Business 
ndex, suggested that a national policy would 
>e very useful in outlining the role others 
ould play in the development of Australian 
latabases.

The seminar concluded with unanimous

support for a resolution that ADDA be re
quested to survey the existing state of Aus
tralian database development with a view to 
inviting comments and suggestions from its 
members, and other appropriate organ
isations, as to the direction of future data
base development in this country.

ADDA was established at a meeting of 
interested people held at Footscray Institute 
of Technology Library on the day before the 
seminar. Its objectives were outlined in In
cite, nol, 1983.

Proceedings of the seminar are now avail
able from Bennett’s for $15.
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24-25 March, 1983

Woden Town Centre Library
This course is designed for all those 
who wish to increase their know
ledge of industrial matters and to 
improve their skill in managing 
them.

The course discusses the domi
nant characteristics of Australia's 
industrial relations system, and 
outlines recent changes within it. 
Participants will thus be able to 
place their own industrial con
cerns in perspective.

Industrial relations issues rele
vant to library staff will be exam
ined in detail by the Association's 
Industrial Officer, and by partici
pants in discussion group ses
sions. Topics include:

• Problems in library industrial 
relations

• Redeployment, retrenchment, 
redundancy

• Health and safety in the 
workforce

• Professional commitment and 
union involvment

Day 2
Workshop session concerning 

grievance handling, negotiation, 
management prerogative, work
ers' rights.

For further information, pro
grams, registration forms, contact: 
Rhona Denyer, Bruce College of 
TAFE (062) 52 0738 or 52 0735.

Register by Monday, 14 March
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Thank You for your 
Support during 1982
For 25 years Bennetts has negotiated 
with Australian stockholding agents on 
library supply terms. As a conse
quence we are now ordering 402 over
seas imprints from within Australia 
with libraries receiving a large propor
tion of titles within weeks.

Our recent efforts to further improve 
our services to yourselves have re
sulted in the majority of titles from 
some of our major Australian sup
pliers being delivered even quicker.

Your support for us strengthens 
our continuing efforts to improve 
the number of titles held in Aus
tralia, speed of delivery, informa
tion reporting and the price to the 
library.

Victorian Office: 233 Johnston Street 
Abbotsford, Victoria 3067. Phone (03) 417 4339, 
41 5454 Telex Ben AA36501


