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Prolific press
rhe fecundity of the publisher Libraries Un- 
imited is clear from a recent sampling of its 
:rops. New editions of long-serving standards, 
>tudent texts, practical handbooks, biographi- 
:al works.

A mixed bag, at least in their relevance to 
\ustralian reference libraries. Take Memor- 
ible Americans, for example. The redoubtable 
Robert B. Downs teams up with John T. 
Hanagan and Harold W. Scott in presenting 
150 brief biographical sketches of the late 
^reat, from Ben Franklin to Oppenheimer. 
rhey omit 'the ephemeral, the briefly popu- 
ar, the notorious’. Appendixes list the chosen 
>nes by date of birth and by principal field of 
ictivity.

The assessments are balanced and accu- 
*ate, but for the Australian user’s needs a 
£ood encyclopaedia or the Dictionary ofAmer- 
can biography would do as well. But if you 
lave US$23.50 to spare . .. Memorable Amer- 
cans 1750-1950, by Robert B. Downs, John 
F. Flanagan and Harold W. Scott, was pub- 
ished earlier this year by Libraries Unlimited. 
ISBN 0 87287 360 9).

Government reference books 80/81 was pub- 
ished last year, and is the seventh biennial 
volume in this series. Compiled by Walter L. 
Newsome, this is an annotated guide to 1433 
atlases, bibliographies, catalogs, compendia, 
lictionaries, directories, guides, handbooks, in- 
lexes, manuals and other reference aids’ 
ssued by US Government agencies.

Citations are as full as possible, with

ISBNs, ISSNs, LC Card numbers, agency se­
ries numbers, stock numbers and Super­
intendent of Documents classification. There 
is a good author, title and subject index. This 
is well up to the standard of previous vol­
umes, and is a helpful tool for libraries with 
major US collections or information needs. 
Government reference books 80/81 was pub­
lished in 1982 by Libraries Unlimited. It costs 
US$37.50. (ISBN 0 87287 291 2).

Nonprint production for students, teachers and 
media specialists is a step-by-step manual of­
fering the beginner 'information on nonprint 
production through a nonthreatening instruc­
tional format’. How to do storyboarding, 
transparency lifts and lamination, slide/tape 
presentations, filmstrip/tape presentations, 
Super-8 movies and basic video techniques 
are all simply explained.

It’s reasonably well illustrated and has help­
ful references. James L. Thomas’ Nonprint 
production for students, teachers and media 
specialists was published in 1982 by Libraries 
Unlimited. It costs US$22.50. (ISBN 0 87287 
337 4).

The next work will lead you to biographical 
information about approximately 1900 black 
American writers, which should help at least 
the 2000-plus American colleges and universi­
ties which have established Afro-American 
studies programmes since the 1960s.

Dorothy W. Campbell’s Index to black 
American writers in collective biographies cov­
ers the obscure and the well-known figures 
depicted in 267 biographical works published 
between 1837 and 1982. Each entry provides 
the biographee’s date(s), field of activity and 
references to the biographical information, 
right down to the page number.

It’s very well done and will be useful in the 
largest reference collections, which is rather 
to state the obvious. Dorothy W. Campbell’s 
Index to black American uiriters in collective 
biographies was published earlier this year by 
Libraries Unlimited and costs US$27.50. 
(ISBN 0 87287 349 8).

The fifth sprouting in this crop is an ideas 
book for 'classroom and media center materi­
als’ with the promising title Trash to trea­
sures. It doesn’t unfortunately deal with the 
transmutation of metals, but with cloth-back­
ing, laminating and dry mounting, classroom 
graphics, cheap storage (including a money-

saver for Tasmanian libraries, the apple-box 
file, presumably for those who like things in 
apple pie order), and some simple home-made 
games. An example of the latter:

CAN OF WORMS
Cover a coffee can with construction paper and la­
bel it with 'can of worms’ using a felt tipped pen. 
Inside, place thought-provoking questions that 
have been written on cut pieces of tagboard and 
laminated. Use this approach for review, drill, or 
creative oral or written expression.

This would make a useful substitute for an 
ALIC agenda. There are lots of other good 
ideas in Lee Green (remember 501 ways to 
use the overhead projector) and Ann Christen­
sen’s Trash to treasures, published in 1982 by 
you know who. It costs US$18.50. (ISBN 0 
87287338 2).

Review copies of Libraries Unlimited ma­
terial have been doggedly supplied by the 
James Bennett Group.

The long and short of it
When it was first published in 1960, Acro­
nyms dictionary, as it was then known, con­
tained about 12,000 entries. The assiduity of 
its compilers and the ingenuity of acronym 
coiners is reflected in the eighth edition, 
now entitled Acronyms, initialisms and ab­
breviations dictionary, published recently by 
Gale Research. This edition, dated 1983-84, 
is in two large volumes and contains 250,000 
entries or thereabouts.

It will be supplemented by two inter­
edition updates, and has its customary com­
panion volume, Reverse acronyms, 
initialisms and abbreviations dictionary. 
This is the most comprehensive of the sev­
eral international abbreviations dictionaries 
currently available, although in the vast fer­
tile field of acronyms many terms remain 
ungarnered.

You will search in vain for ASIO (let 
alone any other Australian intelligence or­
ganization), but then this work is not in­
tended to be simply AUSTEO. For North 
American coverage, however, it is unsur­
passed, and for international coverage gen­
erally excellent.

Acronyms, initialisms and abbreviations 
dictionary, eighth edition 1983-84, edited by 
Ellen T. Crowley, is published by Gale Re­
search and costs US$98.00. (ISBN 0 8103 
0505 4; ISSN 0270-4404).
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AUSTRALIAN LEISURE INDEX
Recreation, sport, tourism. Management of recreational 
facilities, sports, medicine, dietetics, travel industry and 
more.
Leap into LEIS on AUSINET — from November 1.

Full details from:
Adelaide — Dave Gillard 268 1933; Brisbane — George Notaras 369 5877; Canberra — 
Long Tjhia 47 0988; Melbourne — Ian McCallum and Leigh Baker 544 8433; Perth —
John Kelly 322 2730; Sydney Steve Cartland 662 7011.
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MORE SOURCE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
continued from page 1

Pluses and minuses
Now in its twelfth year of publication, Media 
review digest 1982 modestly subtitles itself 'the 
only complete guide to reviews of non-book 
media’.

It contains some 40,000 citations and cross­
references to reviews of films, filmstrips, edu­
cational and spoken word records and tapes, 
slides, kits and other miscellaneous media. 
There are the customary subject index, geo­
graphical index, grade level indications and 
review ratings (+ or — or +— or *). It is 
good to see some Australian material, not 
only in the software listed, but in the list of 
periodicals indexed, although the natural 
North American predominance in coverage is 
secure.

Special features include select lists of re­
cent film awards and prizes and an index to 
biographical articles on media figures. MRD 
is rounded off by a list of publishers and dis­
tributors addresses. Media review digest 1982 
is published by Pierian Press and costs 
US$189.00. (ISBN 0 87650 148 X)

Evans Head to Byron Bay
The origins of place names are often the sub­
ject of reference enquiries in libraries, and 
there are some good general Australian 
guides.

For the Richmond-Tweed Region there is 
now a local product, published by the Rich- 
mond-Tweed Regional Library, to provide the 
necessary answers. Place names of the Rich­
mond Region is the first of the Place Names 
of Northern New South Wales Series, which 
should prove a most useful series in local ref­
erence libraries, judging by the present work.

When people ask why Nimbin is so named 
(from the Bundjalung word for 'wise-man, lit­
tle-man or hobbit-cum-sage’), and who the 
Meldrum in Meldrum’s Creek was, this little 
52-page work will come to the rescue. And if 
you can’t pronounce one of the euphonious 
names, guidance is given on that too.

Compiled as a joint venture between the 
Richmond-Tweed Regional Library and the 
Richmond River Historical Society, Place 
names of the Richmond Region was published 
earlier this year by the Richmond-Tweed Re­
gional Library and costs $5.00 (plus 50c post­
age within NSW, 60c interstate). (ISBN 0 949 
459 00 3; ISBN 0 949 459 01 1 (series)).

and a closing address by Barry Jones.
Although Barry Jones seemed to be disap­

pointed with the outcome of the conference 
I am not sure that some objectives were not 
at least, partially achieved. The general me­
dia coverage was, I thought, a little disap­
pointing and negative in tone. Possibly this 
reflected the lack of sensationalism associ­
ated with such an intellectual activity (com­
parisons should be made with the LAA’s 
Futures Committee). It is not surprising that 
more significant progress was not made 
when the range and diversity or represented 
interests is considered. That Barry Jones did 
not fully awaken the sleepers with his 
'shock of recognition in an age of rapid tech­
nological change’ is not surprising. His clos­
ing diatribe against the slow progress 
revealed his disappointment although, in 
foreshadowing a second conference in 1984, 
he acknowledged that the sleepers were 
slowly awakening.

I believe that the LAA was fortunate to 
receive an invitation to this conference and 
I hope we will be in attendance at the sec­
ond conference should it be held. It was cer­
tainly a salutory experience to hear the 
word information used at least once every 
hour during the three days but the word 
library used only once (except for my syndi­
cate group).

The proceedings of the Conference are to 
be issued shortly and will be available to 
members. The Minister is to be congratu­
lated for his efforts in trying to focus atten­
tion on the problems of technology and the 
future and bring such diverse elements 
together. B. Mitcheson

President

Australian Librarian’s
Manual, Vol 1 — 
Documents
Compiled by David Jones
Sydney: LAA, 1982.
ISBN 0 86804 009 6, 900 pp.
Price: $80.00, $60.00 LAA members, 
plus $3.00 postage and packing.
Available from the LAA, 376 Jones 
Street, Ultimo NSW 2007, or through 
Bennetts and Mannings.

SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP
Compiled by John Cook 

ISBN 0 86804 017 7
From now until December 31, this newly published title will be avail­
able at a special price — $18 to non-members and $12 to LAA 
members. (From January 1 1984 it will be $22.50 to non-members 
and $15 to LAA members.)
In addition all purchasers during the special offer period will also 
receive, free of charge, copies of numbers I and II in the Readings 
series.
Send payment with order to Library Association of Australia, 376 
Jones Street, Ultimo NSW 2007.

News 
from the 
Divisions

NSW ONLINE USERS GROUP
The September meeting of the NSW Online 
Users Group was addressed by Malcolm 
Harrison, a consultant from Computer 
Power. Mr Harrison gave a most informa­
tive talk on the Computerised Legal Infor­
mation Retrieval Service (CLIRS). A 
contract for the CLIRS project has been 
signed by Computer Power with the NSW, 
Victorian and Commonwealth 
Governments.

The aim of the CLIRS project is to pro­
vide easy, cost effective, Australia-wide, on­
line access to sources of information on 
Commonwealth and State legislation. Status 
software, which is a Fortran based full text 
system, is being used and it is compatible 
with all major hardware systems. Initially 
access to the full text of case law records, 
acts, regulations and selected secondary 
material will be provided. Other sources of 
information which may be provided online 
in the future include land titles, probate 
matters, Hansard, and planning and envi­
ronment decisions.

The CLIRS system will obviously be at­
tractive to a broad range of users in fields 
such as accounting, legal aid, commerce, 
local government, union administration and 
legal research. Some of the problems associ­
ated with providing full text online legal in­
formation include the placement of 
footnotes and definitions, the contextual 
meaning of substantive words, the particu­
lar importance of commonly used words and 
referential phrases, and non-standardised 
forms of numbering. Although no firm de­
cision on costing has yet been provided, it is 
envisaged that the approximate online cost 
will be $100/hour, on a user pay principle.

ACT BRANCH
Multi-culturalism and Libraries

The ACT Branch, in conjunction with the 
School Library Association of Canberra and 
District, is organising a Seminar on Multi- 
culturalism and Libraries on Friday 18th No­
vember at the Erindale Centre Conference 
Room. The seminar is directed towards 
teacher librarians and those working in pub­
lic libraries but it should also interest ESL 
teachers, those interested in multi-cultural 
curricula, in teaching foreign languages and 
members of the public.

The seminar will take place from 2.00 pm- 
6.00 pm and will be followed by the official 
launching of Buying books in other languages 
— a handbook for Australian schools and pub­
lic libraries by Anne Holmes and Derek 
Whitehead. Seminar participants will then 
adjourn to the Peking Restaurant, Phillip, for 
a Chinese banquet. Cost is $30 for LAA and 
SLACAD members and $35 for non-mem­
bers. Contact Pauline Haldane (062) 62 1615 
for further details.

BOOK REVIEWS - Issue 20 will 
contain a special supplement 
of book reviews.


