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ment bodies, shires, municipalities and cities
contain information vital not only to the
administration which created them, but also
to historians, archaeologists and architects.

However the legislation governing the re-
tention of such records provides that only a
few classes must not be destroyed: minute-
books, registers of legal documents, regis-
ters of correspondence, legal documents,
registers of returning officers’ declarations
of elections and of polls and the returning
officers’ declarations themselves. All other
records may be discarded after six years,
subject, in the case of accounting docu-
ments, to the auditor’s report.

Over the past five years the NSW Branch
of the LAA has been increasingly concerned
with local history collections and has organ-
ised successful seminars and workshops on
the relationship between librarians and local
historians. The Sydney Branch of the Aus-
tralian Society of Archivists has also been
conducting a survey of the attitudes of local
government bodies towards record-keeping.

In October 1981, the two bodies jointly or-
ganised a workshop and seminar to examine
some major issues in the control, manage-
ment, preservation and use of local records.
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As a result, the Action Committee on Lo-
cal Government Records was established
under the chairmanship of Associate Profes-
sor Ian Jack of the University of Sydney.
The Committee’s suggestions on extending
and clarifying the range of documents
which should not he destroyed have led to
significant additions to the list of records so
classified.

The reduction of local government ar-
chives to microform is a superficially attrac-
tive way of reducing storage problems but
there are problems of policy, control and
quality. The Action Committee, in associa-
tion with the Local Government and Shires
Associations of NSW, has therefore insti-
gated a one-day seminar at the State Ar-
chives Building in the Rocks on 29 April
1983 to examine the issues involved.

For further information contact Patricia
Ward, 4 Lyons Street, Dover Heights
201 2030 (02) 371 7394.
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ABN Bibliographic Inquiry Training Manual. ISBN
0949443 00 X.

ABN Vocabulary Inquiry Training Manual. ISBN
0949443 01 8.

ABN Input-Edit Training Manual: Monographs.
ISBN 0949443 02 6.

They are designed for use by an individual or a
small group sitting at an ABN terminal, and foliow a
programmed instruction agproach which allows
users to proceed at their own pace and to build up
practical skills in the standard features of the
system.

They are intended for use oy trainees under the
supervision of an experienced ABN user or by new
users who have completed a formal ABN training
course and want further practice.

The manuals have been approved by the ABN Of-
fice as useful tools to complement other ABN train-
ing courses and documentation.

Send orders to:
Office of Library Co-operation,
8th Level, CAGA Centre,
8-18 Bent Street,
Sydney NSW 2000.

Telephone: (02) 240 4530

of Health.

10 YEARS

choice, please contact:

o
0
(o
o

N

BIOSIS AND THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA
CELEBRATE TEN YEARS OF BIOMEDICAL
INFORMATION SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA

This year marks the tenth anniversary of computer-based
information service offered from magnetic tapes producad by
BioSciences Information Service (BIOSIS) and available
through the National Library of Australia and the Department

To observe this significant event, BIOSIS, publisher of
Biological Abstracts and its companion services, is offering
Australian users a new MED/BIOSIS training course free of
charge. Sites, dates, and contacts are listed below. Come
join us for professional development and a surprise gift!

DATES LOCATION
April 28 & 29 (Thurs./Fri.) Canberra
May 2 & 3 (Mon./Tues.) Melbourne
May 5 & 6 (Thurs./Fri.) Sydney
May 9 & 10 (Mon./Tues.) Adelaide
May 12 & 13 (Thurs./Fri.) Perth
May 16 & 17 (Mon./Tues.) Brisbane

Each course lasts 1. days. For further details, and/or to
register for a MED/BIOSIS course in the location of your

Sandra Henderson ‘
Life Sciences Section ‘
National Library of Australia

Telephone: (062) 621 524
Telex: 62100




