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Report of Libraries in Isolation Conference

Australia attended the recent ‘Libraries

in Isolation’ Conference in Alice
yprings. Delegates came from capital cities,
nore remote centres such as Geraldton,
~oober Pedy and Kangaroo Island, and from
irban centres and Aboriginal communities
n the Northern Territory.

The Conference was jointly sponsored by
he Library Association of Australia, North-
rn Territory Branch and the School Li-
rary Association of the Northern Territory.
t focused on the needs of library staff, li-
rary users and potential library users in
reographically isolated places and, as well,
n the needs of those in every community
/ho may be isolated in a special sense — the
isabled.

Conference speakers included Mr Charles
.merton of the Goulburn Valley Regional
dbrary Service. Mr Emerton indicated that
solation because of distance and loneliness
ould exist in areas of population as well as
1 ‘the outback’. Mr Ron Davis, Director of
ne NT Library Service, spoke of develop-

(CAE evaluates
nicrocomputers

rHE CENTRE FOR LIBRARY systems,

EIGHTY DELEGATES from around

Kuring-gai College of Advanced Edu-

cation, has begun an investigation into
1e role of microcomputer systems in librar-
s and information agencies.
The Centre, established by Dagmar
chmidmaier, Chairman of the Department
" Library and Information Studies, is inter-
sted in evaluating the potential of micro-
omputer hardware and applications
ftware in library and information opera-
ons.
To date the Centre has been examining
icrocomputer systems in the school li-
-ary. Already microcomputer systems have
en purchased by a large number of Aus-
alian schools, and it is felt that very little
raluative work has been carried out to en-
ble school librarians to make decisions
»out the possible role and limitations of
ich systems in library activities.
As the first step in an awareness program,
e Centre is offering a one-day course to
hool librarians on Saturday, 5 December
)81. The course, to be presented by Dag-
ar Schmidmaier and John Kerrisk, will fo-
1s on the ability of present microcomputer
‘stems to meet the needs of school library
yerations.
As part of its evaluation of the current
ie of microcomputer systems in library and
formation activities, the Centre is inter-
ted in acquiring and examining any appli-
ition of software for library and
formation processes (eg catalogue and in-
'x production programs, circulation sys-
m programs etc) which have been written
r a microcomputer. The development of a
llection of such software is seen as an im-
rtant step in the successful utilisation of
icrocomputer systems in information
k.
Any details about existing library and in-
rmation based microcomputer software
n be sent to: John Kerrisk, Dept of Library
d Information Studies, Kuring-gai CAE,
) Box 222, Lindfield, NSW 2070. Tele-
ione: (02) 467 9270.

ments in the Northern Territory in the same
session.

Dr Graham Corr from Melbourne State
College examined the means by which li-
brary staff can meet the needs of those iso-
lated through disability, needs that should
be met through as ‘regular’ a service as pos-
sible.

Ms Michelle Castagna spoke from the
point of view of the disabled person and
gave an account of the library services
available and the needs these services ful-
filled for her as a library user.

The means by which library staff work-
ing in Special Libraries in the major cities
could reduce their geographical and intellec-
tual isolation were examined by Mr Peter
Russell from CSIRO, Black Mountain, Can-
berra, whilst Mr Edward Reid-Smith from
Riverina CAE drew on overseas experiences
to examine methods of continuing education
for isolated library staff.

Beryl Turner from Adelaide College of
Arts and Education called upon librarians to
initiate intellectually challenging activities
themselves, as well as to participate in con-
tinuing education organised by educational
institutions. Anne Stanley from the north-
ern region of South Australia demonstrated
the concept of geographical isolation expe-
rienced by people living there. ‘Living in
these areas can make you feel the world has
stopped and you are the one who got off.’

Mr Bryan Yates, Assistant Director Gen-
eral, National Library of Australia, pre-
sented a possible timescale for the
introduction into Australia of new technolo-
gies, including videotex, videodisc, the do-
mestic satellite and the electronic telephone

directory, their possible impact on libraries
in the future and their feasibility for use in
isolated areas. Telecom Australia presented
a demonstration of the videotex system
Prestel, via computer link from Birming-
ham, UK.

Resolutions passed at the Conterence re-
lated to the proposed Sales Tax on books
and newspapers, telephone charges for dis-
tant libraries interrogating data bases, inter-
library loan charges, the Domestic Satellite,
the implementation of the videotex infor-
mation service in Australia, staff exchange
between metropolitan and rural centres,
joint-use libraries and the inclusion of a NT
Library in the early stages of ABN imple-
mentation.

A limited number of conference papers
will be available shortly from Mr Gil Jennex,
SEA Education Resources, NT Department
of Education, PMB 25, Winnellie NT 5789.
Preference will be given to staff involved in
provision of library service to the ‘isolated’
in distributing these.
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CUT OUT FOR EASY REFERENCE

GLOBAL TALK

Written in a conversational style that will delight the casual

reader and the trained professional alike, Dr. Pelton’s Global

Talk may well quickly become a classic in the field. As Carl
Sagan and Isaac Asimov have opened up the field of science
and astronomy to millions of interested people around the
world, so will Dr. Pelton’s witty and probing book offer a

highly readable discussion of the telecommunications industry

and indeed a wide range of topics related to our ‘‘electronic

future’’. The author probes, analyzes, and describes the state
of the art in telecommunications, computers, robots, energy

and transportation, and from a fresh new perspective.

SIJTHOFF & NOORDHOFF AND

CLOTH A$ 25.00
ISBN 0-959419209

Joseph N. Pelton

Executive Assistant to the Director
General INTELSAT

$11.95 )

If you have the need to know what is happening around the
globe in telecommunications and satellite communications; if
you need a complete index of the world’s satellite systems
(those planned, as well as those in service); and if you need
to know how our new electronic technologies will reshape our
world, today, tomorrow and the days after that, then Global
Talk was written for you. Take advantage of this opportunity
to be among the first to learn how our everyday life will be
radically affected before the end of the century by our
"‘telecommunications future’’.
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