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JOINT-USE LIBRARIES

FEW YEARS ago those of us who have

a particular interest in the development

of what have been variously called
‘community’, ‘school/community’, and
‘joint-use’ libraries were in despair as there
appeared to be no interest on the part of the
profession in examination of developments of
this type from other than a local viewpoint.

Yet as joint-use libraries increased in
number so did the distress signals from
individual libraries asking for guidance from
the profession as a whole. As a group, we
librarians were behaving as if by ignoring
joint-use libraries they might go away but of
course they did no such obliging thing;
problems seldom do.

However, perseverance has won the day.
Now it ishappening allin a rush, and we might
perhaps soon be in the luxurious position of
having to ‘rationalise’ national and state-
based activities regarding joint-use libraries.

National workshop

Firstly, at least chronologically, came the
national workshop on ‘Joint-use libraries in
the Australian community’ mooted for some
years by the Working Party on User Needs of
AACOBS and eventually funded by AACOBS
itself once that body came to have R and D
funds of its own. That workshop took place in
August 1980, built on a series of state-based
workshops, and was attended by invited
participants including state-level adminis-

trators from the education and library fields,
librarians and principals from individual
joint-use libraries as well as a number of
acknowledged ‘experts’ in both joint-use
libraries and peripheral fields such as archi-
tecture and local government legislation.

From that workshop came a set of theore-
tical papers and draft national guidelines for
the establishment and operation of joint-use
libraries. These are currently in press at the
National Library of Australia and will appear
as part of the Network series. From the
Workshop also came a series of recommen-
dations for further action and it appears likely
that AACOBS will form a Task Force to carry
forward the recommendations, including the
refining of the draft national guidelines
compiled by workshop participants.

At the same time that AACOBS was hold-
ing the national workshop, the LAA was
preparing to issue the statement on joint-use
libraries. This statement appears as an insert
in this issue of Incite.

Further involvement of the Association in
this issue came as a result of a state-of-the-art
paper on joint-use libraries which I presented
at the LAA/NZLA Conference in Christ-
church in January this year. It was clear from
response to both that paper and the early draft
of the LAA’s statement which attracted much
comment from members that individuals in
the profession feel strongly the need to discuss
the issue of joint-use libraries.

STATE LIBRARIAN RETlRES

KENNETH ALLEN ROBERT HORN who
has been State Librarian of Victoria since
1966 retires from that position on 7 May 1981.

Ken Horn is one of the small band of New
Zealanders who have made significant con-
tributions to Australian librarianship. He was
born on 10 September 1916 and was educated
at the Universities of Auckland and Canter-
bury where he graduated in both arts and
music. His erudition in the classics and in
music have served him and librarianship well.
His urbanity, wit and ability as a racounteur
have charmed and entertained those of us who
have been fortunate to be close to him.

Ken’s biographical details can be found in
Who’s Who in Australia. What is not to be
found there are the details of his involvement
in the development of the State Library of
Victoria and the Victorian public library
system.

The State Librarians’ Council, of which he
was Chairman,was entertained and informed
by Ken at the dinner held recently in his
honour, with a comprehensive and anecdotal
account of his connections with the Victorian
Branch of the LAA’s submission to the Jung-
wirth Inquiry, his subsequent involvement
with Sir John Jungwirth and his appointment
asState Librarian. [ hope he can now find time
to write the ‘true and authentic history’ of
those stirring times and his subsequent
stewardship.

Ken Horn

Thedevelopmentsin both the State Library
and the public library services in Victoria
during his period of office are on record and
represent a period of growth which set an
example for the other States to emulate.
Whilst the new State Library building so
urgently needed in Victoria has not, as he had
hoped, been the crowning glory of his career,
Ken has much reason to be proud of his
achievements.

We wish him well in his retirement.

Laurie Brown

Christchurch resolution

It is to be hoped that the resolution passed at
the final plenary session of the Christchurch
Conference which called for the combined
associations to seek funding for an evaluation
of joint-use libraries from both a users’ and
administrative point of view will be acted on.

Therecent activities described are, happily,
supportive of each other and there has been a
good airing of issues and some useful
documentation which looks at the Australian
situation as a whole.

However, although discussion of the issues
is vital and it has taken us a certain distance
along the way, I would contend that we will
not progress much further without some
empirical research as there are still many
unanswered questions which cannot be re-
solved through simple exchange of ideas and
views.

I therefore urge the Association and its
members to ensure that the recommendation
from the Christchurch Conference referred to
above is acted on, so that we can eventually
discover if the folk-wisdom surrounding
joint-use libraries can be supported by objec-
tive evidence. We have accepted, a priori
statements such as ‘joint-use libraries work
best in small rural communities, or rapid
growth areas’. How do we know this?

Granted, that is where joint-use libraries
have in the main been established, but how
can we be so sure they would not work in, for
example, an ‘average’ suburb, especially
when we contend that joint-use service should
be no less than that which would be available
from separate facilities?

I suggest we need to question some of this
type of assumption if we are to go much
further with developing the concept of joint-
use libraries, which are, after all, the only
mechanism through which many members of
the community can hope to receive library
service.

Mairéad Browne
Kuring-gai CAE

Vic forced to
cut services

LTHOUGH THERE HAS been a

dramatic increase in the use of the State

Library of Victoria by the general public

in recent months, the Library has been forced
to curtail its services.

This ridiculous state of affairs occurred on
23 March when the Ministry for the Arts
instructed the Library to reduce the penalty
rates being paid to staff.

This has meant that the SLV cannot
maintain all services and the following ser-
vices have been cut: The art, music and
performing arts library will now close at 6pm
every day and will be closed at weekends;
there will be no photocopying at weekends or
after 5pm on weekdays, and people will have
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‘State Library’s funding inadequate’ ........

access to newspapers housed in the basement
only on weekdays.

These cuts are happening at a time when
there is a significant increase in the number of
people using the library’s facilities. For ex-
ample, the number of telephone enquiries in
the first half of 1980 was equal to the total for
the whole of 1977. A total of 12,583 people
viewed microfilms of newspapers in the six
months from July to December 1980 — this
compares with 5,492 users in the previous
months. Also, photocopying rose by 41.3
percent in the same period.

What the papers say
Letters from all types of people, particularly
students, have been appearing in the Mel-
bourne papers. Jeannie Zakharov, President
of the Students’ Representative Council,
University of Melbourne, has this to say about
the cuts in services: ‘... There is much
important material which is available only at
this Library (SLV), and the course work of
many students will suffer. Some will have to
change courses so that they can be assured of
access to documents they need. Others denied
such access midway through their studies will
have great difficulties in completing their
courses . ...

The Editorial in The Age of 28 March

VIEWPOINT

ECENTLY IT WAS my pleasure to visit

one of our remoter branches, in Perth. It

was most encouraging to find so much
that one could comment on in a positive way —
the major lasting impression being the posi-
tive attitude of the Branch as reflected in its
program and its response to the expressed
professional needs of its members.

If anyone should doubt the health of the
Branch let me challenge any other Branch to
attract over 90 people to its Annual General
Meeting. On a per capita basis that figure is
even more comforting and must surely give
food for thought to those groups where
member participation is at a struggling level.

Lest it be thought that there are no issues of
consequence, let me hasten to say that there
are problems of concern to the Branch —
problems which members were prepared to
discuss; concerns which they were anxious to
express; policies which they wished to ques-
tion. Tome these are healthy signs, and in that
category Il include the meaningful discussions
held with students in relation to fees and
student membership.

My major purpose in visiting our WA
Branch was to present the H.C.L. Anderson
Award to the retired F.A. Sharr for his
outstanding contribution to the profession. It
was indeed an honour to make such a pres-
entation to a man whose professional career
was entirely devoted to the provision of
service to people. He has certainly been an
inspiration to librarianship not only in Wes-
tern Australia but throughout the country.

The function was particularly significant in
that it was also the occasion of the presenta-
tion of the F.A. Sharr Medal to the outstand-
ing student of librarianship in Western Aus-
tralia in 1980. This is an annual award which
Mr Sharr presents to a candidate selected by
the Branch. No more fitting occasion could
have offered itself.

These reflections lead me to venture to
assert that the profession in the West is alive
and well! Jim Dwyer, LAA President

reported that ‘It appears the State Library is
running out of money to pay overtime. Ac-
cording to the Arts Minister, Mr Lacy, this is
the result of bad management of the Library’s
budget. He speaks as if he, as Minister is not
reponsible for his own employees. But the
question of blame is secondary. Of more
importance is that the work of scholars and
students, particularly those forced by week-
day employment or education commitments
to use the Library at night, and on weekends,
will be disrupted. The closure of so many vital
facilities could well discourage those con-
templating part-time studies. There is a
chance that Cabinet will approve a small
emergency allocation of funds to allow the
Library to reverse some of the closures. But
what is needed is an immediate allocation to
rescue the reduced services’.

What the Branch says

Carmen Hannaker, President of the LAA Vic
Branch, in a letter to Mr Lacy says: “The
Branch is appalled to learn that the State
Library will have to reduce the penalty rates
being paid to staff. The consequent cuts in
evening and weekend services are par-
ticularly disastrous in that they affect part-
time students who are already disadvantaged
in terms of time compared to their full-time
colleagues.

‘Evenings and weekends should not be
considered “after hours” opening times for
libraries. In fact, usage at these times is often
greater than during the day. This particularly
applies to weekend usage.

‘Your Government is obviously failing to
provide adequate funding for the Library if it
is unable to continue its full services without
having to implement these unfair and dis-
criminatory cuts.

‘We urge you to reconsider the directive
instructing the State Library to reduce pen-
alty rates being paid to staff’.

L

Alumni association

The Department of Librarianship at the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology are in the
process of forming an Alumni Association. A
steering committee has been appointed and
the inaugural meeting will be held on 12 May.
Tony Foskett will be the guest speaker at the
meeting which will be held in the Dept of
Librarianship at 7.30pm (wine and cheese
7pm). For further information contact Mike
Ramsden (03) 345 2822.
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Nat Book Gouncil

HE NATIONAL BOOK COUNCIL is
I one of a number of bodies on which the
Library Association has corporate
membership. The Association is, in fact, one
of the group of organisations which originally
came together to establish the National Book
Council and since then has been represented
on its Governing Council.

The Council recently met in Melbourne in
conjunction with the first ever International
Trade Book Fair held in Australia. The
Past-President and the Vice-President at-
tended the meeting of Governing Council and
the Annual General Meeting.

Matters discussed included perennial ‘hard
ones’ such as restoration of a book post, the
definition of ‘an Australian author’ or ‘an
Australian publisher’ for the purpose of NBC
Book Awards which have now increased to a
total value of $10,000.

Most exciting news was the appointment,
with Literature Board financial support, of a
promotions specialist, Mr John Curtain, pub-
lisher of Australian Book Review. He will be
developing an active promotion campaign
directed to NBC'’s 1981 objectives which have
as their theme ‘Promotion of the ownership
and reading of books’. This is the first step in
the development of a promotion program
which aims to bring to the world of books a
level of public consciousness similar to that of
the Life Be In It program.

Guest speaker at the AGM was Martyn
Goff, Director of the National Book League
(UK). He rejected the view expounded by Dr
Christopher Evans in his book Mighty Macro
that by the end of the 80s the book will have
gone into steady decline.

Martyn Goff quoted from a recent West
German large scale survey which gave very
encouraging results on reading habits and
levels of book ownership. He reminded us that
the book will be swamped by alternative
media if it does not promote its own excellence
and its particular advantages. He quoted
George Steiner ‘1 go into a bookshop to get the
book I didn’t want’. Our libraries need more
readers like that.

And we all need to support the work of the
National Book Council. Your current State
Chairmanis: ACT — Mr Justice Else-Mitchell;
NSW — Nancy Keesing; SA — Christobel
Mattingley; TAS — Laurie Brown; VIC —
Hilary Christie-Johnson; WA — Bob Sharman.
The National Chairman is Dr Stephen Mur-
ray-Smith and the National President, Mr
Justice Kirby. W.D. Richardson

LAA Past President
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