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The history of Redfern is a chilling reminder of how
we got to where we are today. The over-policing
at the Empress Hotel in Redfern resonates with
the experiences in Brisbane at the Waterloo Hotel,
Fortitude Valley and another hotel in Mary Street.
Police used to run in, round us up and flog us. I was
a kid at the time and didn’t drink at all. T used to go
to talk to older people about rallies etc, but we got
targeted severely.

Redfern is a classic example of how police
will target an area with intensity. I remember in the
late 1980s when I started working at the University
of Technology Sydney, I stated then that the police
would do their utmost to clear the area on behalf of
governmental and business concerns. They have blitzed
this wonderful community from 35 000 Aboriginal
residences in the 1960s down to 284 today.'

Redfern was great in its day. The media
played a big part in its demonisation. After the so-
called Redfern Riots, the media declared Redfern a
no-go area. This was also the case prior to the riots. At
different times, the media would splash stories of how
police were afraid to go into The Block. I remember
in the early 1990s, the media doing a blitz on Our
Peoples’ violence in Redfern. They kept showing on
the 6 o’clock news images of police cars being smashed
up. I had every news item taped, it turned out to be the
same car shot from different angles and no evidence
the shot was even in Redfern. In one scene, footage
showed a young boy throwing a large rock, then the
shot panned to a smashed up police car. I had seen this
boy before. I was living at Campbelltown at the time
and it dawned on me that this boy was now grown up
and lived up the road from me, married with a few
kids.

The late Lester and Gerry Bostock and myself,
set up a media watch campaign and we recorded all
these types of illegal media campaigns. The tapes I
had were confiscated in a raid on my place in Airds,
Campbelltown. There was never any excuse given to
me for the raid. After this a police car was stationed
outside my house every night with its lights going all
night and the radio turned up full blast. My young
kids could not sleep at all. I complained and the police
stated they had no knowledge of such actions or even
the raid when my tapes were stolen. Around the same
time, my younger brother Robbie had been filming

police interaction with young Murries, and the same
treatment was afforded to him: an unauthorised raid
and all of his tapes confiscated.

There are some who may believe policing
has improved but it is all window dressing. One way
to show how policing is still as racist as it was, is the
following very compelling statistic. Since the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, the
killings in custody and the incarceration rates have
increased, thus proving that any attempt by police to
show a more compassionate view is merely a front.?
This includes at the hands of Redfern Police with TJ
Hickey and Patrick Fisher. It’s like a red carpet and my
favourite quote is by an unnamed Nigerian political
activist: ‘history is like a pretty red carpet, rolled out
on ceremonial occasions to cover all the bloodstains on
the steps.” This sums up what is happening in Redfern
and other places in the country today that will become
the history of tomorrow.
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