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I.  INTRODUCTION

For states transitioning from authoritarian rule marred 
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for transitional societies.

II.  INDEPENDENCE

humanitarian and human rights law.3
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6 most of whom were 
7 It was only once the 

8 



11

9 

III.  TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE 
 IN EAST TIMOR

A Accountability in International Criminal Law
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the granting of amnesties or the failure of states to 
12

13 and 

B Alternative Understandings of Accountability
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resolution mechanisms.18

account for the rise of truth and reconciliation commissions 

C East Timor’s Approach to Accountability

19 Its 
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“ 
What may mean peace 

and justice in one culture 

may stoke unrest and 

injustice in another.

”



12

25 Inherent 

mechanism was needed to encourage the thousands of 

26

Regulation No. 2000/15 (‘2000/15’)
27

28

29 

Although the obvious solution was for the Security 
Council to establish a war crimes tribunal for East 
Timor, under the Hague umbrella which already 
covered Yugoslavia and Rwanda, China made clear 
that in defence of Indonesia’s sovereignty it would 
veto any such proposal – so none was made.30 

2000/15

31

2000/15

torture.32

33 delimiting its reach 
to these four crimes is consistent with its traditional 

34

 
mutatis mutandis35
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under the new Constitution.38 Resolution 1543 mandated 

39 
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the courts.41 
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IV.  MATERNUS BERE’S ARREST 
 AND RELEASE

Danki
43
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47 48 
49 50 51  
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Rwanda. It is occasionally unclear in its use of language. 

allegedly committed to recognised crimes against 
humanity listed in 2000/15. 

religious ceremony.55 

56
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59 the Rome 

60

61 which was on 1 July 2002.62

Constitution

63

64 

65

V.  IMPUNITY – AN AID OR 
HINDRANCE TO TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE?

66
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68 Of the 373 defendants called 
69 
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71 It 

72 Indigenous notions 
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76

Constitution

77
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Justice is all too frequently bartered away for 
political settlements. Whether in international or 

has become the political price paid to secure an 
end to the ongoing violence and repression. In 
these bartered settlements, accountability to 
the victims and the world community becomes 

becomes the victim of 79
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