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those people that they seek to represent. 

WHO ARE ‘THE PUBLIC’?

 
the people and the unrepresented.

Rather, it is used to connote the category of 
6 

the people

the people

mass.7

groups of people.

the unrepresented.8

the unrepresented

ensure that the rights of marginalised group 
are protected.9 

representing the people 

usually means that a 

matter is not about a 

particular plaintiff’s 

private rights, instead 

it is literally about an 

interest of the public’s.

WHAT CONSTITUTES THE 
PUBLIC’S INTERESTS?
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understood as encompassing a wide 

addressing 

WHO CONSTRUCTS THE 
PUBLIC’S INTERESTS?

society, it is hypothesised that all of society 

is determined as a result of competing 

processes, the concern is not so much with 

these defining processes. 

Today, the field of PIL has come to be understood 

as encompassing a wide range of objectives such 

as civil rights and liberties, consumer rights and 

environmental protection. However, traditionally 

the public’s interest was conceived as an ethical 

fight for the protection of ‘the little guy’. 
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THE VIABLITY OF THE 
PUBLIC’S INTERESTS

are accurately assessing the needs of the 

has now set out criteria for what is defined 

the case of 

others

commentary on the issue.

. 

“even when there is 

an issue of public 

interest at stake, the 

broader consequences 

of litigation must be 

evaluated beyond simply 

the good intentions of 

the litigant.”
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interest. Rather, it is dependent upon a 

CONCLUSION
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