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Including Student Assistance Decisions

Opinion rIn this Issue
Dne o f the reasons for replacing the So
cial Security Act 1947 with the Social 
Security Act 1991 (the plain English ver
sion) was to  make the Act more accessi
ble to the general public. The end result 
of this exercise is an Act which has 1364 
>ections, and is continually amended. In 
1995 the A ct was amended by nine 
oieces o f legislation. Many o f these 
intendments made significant changes 
o the law. The DSS itself has given up 
minting an up-to-date unofficial reprint 
)f the Act. DSS officers have access to 
m updated version o f the Act on com- 
iuter, OPAL. The last official reprint 
vas on 2 April 1993. CCH prints the 
inly up-to-date version of the Act, but 
he cost o f  the CCH service would be 
leyond the resources of most members 
if the public.

Some recent amendments to the Act 
ire:

> d isability  support pensioners and 
their partners can keep fringe benefits 
for 12 months if  pensions are can
celled because o f excess earnings

• partners allowance will be paid from 
the same date as the partner’s benefit 
if the claim is lodged within 14 days

• payment o f sole parent pension is lim
ited to people who are living sepa
rately and apart in d e fin ite ly  or 
permanently

•  rates o f additional family payment in
creased

[Social Security (Non Budget Measures)
Legislation Amendment Act 1995]
•  disability support pension and dis

ability wage supplement qualifica
tions are not to be based on factors 
consequential to impairments, e.g. 
lack o f motivation

•  native title rights are exempt from the 
assets test

•  two or more lump sum compensation 
payments for the same condition are 
to be treated as one payment for com 
pensation preclusion purposes

[Social Security Legislation Amendment
Act (No. 1) 1995]
•  maternity allowance (a new benefit) 

is to be paid at the time o f the birth of 
the baby

•  family payment and additional family 
payment are to be amalgamated

[Social Security Legislation Amendment
(Family Measures) Act 1995]
•  special circumstances was restored as 

a basis for waiving a debt from 1 
January 1996.

[Social Security Legislation (Care Pen
sion and Other Measures) Act 1995].

[C.H.]
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