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Delegates at major partner, LawMasters exhibition booth. Delegates from Ellis Palmos & Co get the lowdown from 
Jennifer Fordham-Leppitsch of major partner Medelink International.

Victorian State C onference
20-21 May 2005
By J o h n  M c P h e r s o n

T
h e  A u s t r a l ia n  L a w y e r s  A ll ia n c e  V ic to r ia n  S ta te  

C o n f e r e n c e  s a w  c o n t i n u i ty  in  v e n u e ,  if  n o t  in  

n a m e ,  w i t h  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  a t L o m e  a g a in  h o s t i n g  

s p e a k e r s  a n d  d e le g a te s .  O n c e  m o r e ,  t h e  r e s i l ie n c e  

o f  p a s s io n a te  l a w y e r s  u n d e r  s ie g e  w a s  e v id e n t .

O n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t e e n  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  

t h i s  y e a r ,  a  n u m b e r  c o m p a r i n g  w e l l  ( a lb e i t  s l i g h t l y  d o w n )  

w i t h  t h e  2 0 0 4  c o n f e r e n c e .

W i t h o u t  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  n o t  o c c u r .  

M a jo r  s p o n s o r s  M e d e l i n k  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  L a w M a s te r ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i p a c ,  E v id e x ,  a n d  I m p a c t  F u n d i n g ,  g e n e r o u s l y  

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e v e n t .  O n  t h e  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  L a w y e r s  A l l ia n c e  n a t i o n a l  s ta f f ,  t h e  

S ta te  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s o m e  i n t e r l o p e r s  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  

d i n i n g  w i t h  s p o n s o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  a  g e s t u r e  o f  t h a n k s .

I n j u r e d  V i c to r i a n s  c o n t i n u e  to  s u f f e r  m a s s iv e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  

c o m m o n  la w  r i g h t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p u b l i c  l ia b i l i ty ,  m e d i c a l  

n e g l i g e n c e  a n d  l ik e  c o n t e x t s ,  a n d  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

h a s  b e e n  t h a t  p l a i n t i f f  l a w y e r s ’ w o r k  h a s  a ls o  d i m i n i s h e d .  

J u d g e  B o w m a n s  q u o t i n g  o f  T e d  H i l l ,  t h a t  l e g e n d a r y  a d v o c a t e  

fo r  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s ,  ‘y o u ’ll n e v e r  b e a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s o n ’, 

w a s  a p p o s i t e  a n d  t im e ly .

T im e ly , t o o ,  w a s  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l ’s  f i r s t  d e c i s i o n  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  s t i l l - n e w l y  

r e s t o r e d  r i g h t  o f  ‘s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d ’ w o r k e r s  t o  s u e  fo r  

; d a m a g e s  i n  Bar~won Spinners, d e l i v e r e d  in  la te  F e b r u a r y .

P h i l  M is s o  c o n f i d e n t l y  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  t i t l e d  ‘H o w  to  

s u c c e e d  i n  a  s l 3 4 A B  S e r i o u s  I n j u r y  A p p l i c a t i o n ’. J u d g e  

B o w m a n  s p o k e  i n  a  s i m i l a r  v e in  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  

B e n c h .  B o th  t a l k s  p r o m p t e d  s e a r c h i n g  ( a n d  s o m e t i m e s  

l e n g t h y )  q u e s t i o n i n g  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  a n i m a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  

o v e r  t e a  a n d  b i s c u i t s  d u r i n g  b r e a k s .

T h e  p r i z e  f o r  m o s t  p r o v o c a t iv e  ( a n d  n e o lo g i s t i c )  p a p e r  

m u s t  g o  to  P a u l  M u l v a n e y  f o r  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  e t h i c s  o f  »

Alex Watson of the conference committee chats to delegate 
Leon Ranieri (l) and speaker Anthony Hounslow (r).
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c o s t in g ;  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  ‘s q u e a l - p o i n t  c h a r g i n g ’ h a s  n o w  

e n t e r e d  th e  l e x i c o n .  I n  t h e  s a m e  s e s s io n ,  L IV  C E O  a n d  

l o n g - t e r m  A l l ia n c e  s u p p o r t e r  J o h n  C a in  e x p l a i n e d  h o w  

n a t i o n a l  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  r e g u la t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  w i l l  

a f fe c t  f e e - a g r e e m e n t s .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p r o p e r  r a n  f r o m  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  to  

S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  w i t h  t h e  s p e a k e r s  a n d  t o p i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  

o f  a  u n i f o r m l y  h i g h  q u a l i ty .  J u d g e  B o w m a n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  tw o  

k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s ,  s p o k e  c a r e f u l ly  a n d  f r a n k l y  o f  h i s  r e c e n t  

j u d i c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  le a v e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b y  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s ,  

a n d  e v e r y o n e  in  a t t e n d a n c e  b e n e f i t e d ,  a s  t o o  s h o u l d  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t iv e  c l i e n t s .

S t e p h e n  K e n n y ,  f o r m e r  c o u n s e l  t o  D a v id  H i c k s  a n d  th e  

o t h e r  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r ,  g a v e  a  r i v e t i n g  a d d r e s s  a b o u t  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a c t i n g  f o r  M r  H i c k s ,  r e m i n d i n g  d e le g a t e s  o f  th e  

p r e c a r i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  ‘g r e a t e s t  d e m o c r a c y  o n  

e a r t h ’, a n d  t h e  p a l p a b l y  i n a d e q u a t e  r e s p o n s e s  t h u s  fa r  f r o m  

A u s t r a l i a n  o f f ic ia ls  t o  M r  H i c k s ’ p l ig h t .

T h e  r i g h t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  L a w y e r s  

A l l ia n c e  c h a r t e r  b e y o n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i n j u r e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

a n d  d a m a g e s  c l a i m a n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  q u e s t i o n e d  b y  n o  

o n e  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  S t e p h e n ’s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

A  h i g h l i g h t  o f  F r i d a y ’s  f o r m a l  d i n n e r  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

m a d e  b y  t h e  V i c to r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  t o  o u r  o u t g o i n g  

P r e s i d e n t ,  S i m o n  G a r n e t t ,  a n d  th e  w e l c o m e  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ­

e l e c t ,  R i c h a r d  M o r r o w . S i m o n s  d e t a i l e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  V i c to r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  a b o u t  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  h i s

r o le  w a s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d ,  a n d  h i s  a c c e s s ib i l i ty ,  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  

h u g e  d e v o t i o n  o f  t im e  to  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  t im e  a s  

P r e s i d e n t  ( d e l i g h t f u l l y  p a r o d i e d  b y  R ic h a r d  M o r r o w )  w i l l  n o t  

b e  q u i c k l y  f o r g o t te n .

C o n f e r e n c e  l o w - l i g h t  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  t a le  o f  J a k e  

K i lb y ’s  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  h o t e l  r e c e p t i o n  a t  3 : 0 0 a m  F r id a y ,  

s t a r k e r s ,  w i t h  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  b e i n g  l o c k e d  o u t  o f  h i s  o w n  

r o o m .  S o m e  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  t a l e  h a v e  h i m  c la d  in  

u n d e r p a n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  t r u t h  m a y  w e l l  b e  l o s t  i n  a n  

a lc o h o l i c  h a z e .  J a k e  is  a p p a r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  m a r k e t i n g  

u n d e r p a n t s  w i t h  p o c k e t s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  h o t e l  

r o o m  k e y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  n e x t  A u s t r a l i a n  L a w y e r s  A l l ia n c e  

c o n f e r e n c e .

S in c e r e  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  V i c to r i a n  c o n f e r e n c e  

o r g a n i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  G e r a l d i n e  C o l l i n s ,  C la r a  D a v ie s ,  S i m o n  

G a r n e t t ,  A le x  W a t s o n  a n d  P e t e r  B u r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  K im  

A l d e r s o n ,  A l l i a n c e  C o n f e r e n c e  M a n a g e r ,  a n d  E v a  S c h e e r l i n c k ,  

J a k e  K ilb y , a n d  G e r r y  F e r r e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  A l l i a n c e s  n a t i o n a l  

o f f ic e  fo r  t h e i r  w o r k  in  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  

c o n f e r e n c e .

S e e  y o u  in  M a y  2 0 0 6 !  ■

John McPherson is a solicitor at Arnold Dallas McPherson, 
Bendigo, and an experienced conference-goer.
P H O N E (03) 5 4 4 5  9200. E M A IL  johnm@ardmc.com.au

medeLINK
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

LINKING DOCTORS AUSTRALIA WIDE WITH the legal profession

Medelink International is an outstanding medico-legal company which has brought together a strong team of 
medical specialists Australia-wide who have been selected on the basis of their extensive experience in the 
medico-legal arena focusing on personal injury, workcover, family law, criminal assessments and victims of crime.

As a team we are dedicated to providing our clients with independent medical assessments in a fast and 
professional manner.

For Independent specialist assessments, call

www.medelink.com.au m edeLIN K  n n t u n n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  DOW Oil 1300 133 707
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