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Belonging as it does to this latter species, the present volume starts
at a disadvantage, Nevertheless once it is cut down to size and regarded
merely as a collection of available writings and documents on a variety
of problems which for want of a better name can be called problems of
international criminal law, it is possible to say that it is an interesting
book and by way of conveniences of access may also be useful. The
principal subjects touched upon are jurisdiction, piracy, war crimes, extra-
dition, enforcement of foreign judgments, and the inherent character of
the concept of an international criminal law as distinguished from the
international regulation of municipal criminal laws. None of these topics
is explored with any thoroughness.

Corin Howarp*

Probate Law and Practice in Victoria, by R. G. DeB. Grrerrra, LL.M.
(Melb.), Barrister-at-Law. (The Law Book Company, 1965), pp. i-xxix,
1-439, Index 441-450. Price $16.50.

This practitioner’s reference book provides annotated texts of the
Administration and Probate Act 1958, the Probate and Administration
Rules 1957, and the Probate Duty Act 1962. It also reproduces the Probate
Duty Regulations and over one hundred precedents of probate documents.
The annotation of legislation section by section, though affording little
scope for the display of literary graces, can provide a useful aid to the
seeker after law,

Basically this new book is a valuable publication for its annotations
have collected a vast amount of case-law, The determined seeker will be
led to the relevant authorities. He needs to be determined because the
book is not well served by its general index. It is to be hoped that in
subsequent editions this deficiency will be repaired. For example, the
heading “Money’s worth” fails to collect material at p. 269 and p. 288.

An enquirer wishing to learn about the appointment of a syndic could
be helped by precedents 97 and 98, but there is no reference to that office
in the general index. Indeed the precedents are not indexed and the
enquirer must be content to scan the table of contents. The general index
exhibits other vagaries. Notional estate becomes national estate at one
point, There is a reference to a trust of sale and the cross reference from
Forms to Precedents lacks point. »

The indexer’s disregard of the precedents also leaves in limbo the requi-
sitions commonly made by the Registrar in relation to irregularities in
wills which are reproduced at pp. 370-371. Incidentally, although one of
these requisitions refers to an affidavit of good conscience, the book does
not appear to provide a precedent of such an affidavit. Moreover, in the
interests of relating ‘theory to practice, the requisitions could have found
a more suitable place elsewhere in the book so that the doctrinal basis for
them would be apparent and a suitable cross reference could have been
made in the appropriate part of the collection of precedents.

These criticisms go to matters which can easily be remedied when a
second edition is prepared.
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Paul’s Justices of the Peace, by Gerarp Nasu, LL.B. (Melb.), LL.M.
(Tas.), 2nd Ed. (Law Book Company, 1965), pp. ilii, 1-664, Index
665-791. Price $18.90.

Since its first introduction some 30 years ago the late William Paul’s
“Justices of the Peace” has been the standard work of reference in ail
matters relating to the jurisdiction and procedure of Justices, Magistrates
and Courts of Petty Sessions.

The great number of amendments to the relevant legislation since that
date has reduced the practical usefulness of the first edition and has made
a new edition very welcome to the legal profession.

This edition is designed more for the practitioner than the student, and
it is regrettable that space could not be found for the Introduction to the
first edition which provided a splendid historical note to the present
legislation. In other respects the author has followed the scheme of the
first edition by setting out the various Acts dealing with the subject
matter and providing annotations to each Section, ’

The original text has been improved by the very full notes of the
author who has included a useful summary of the substantive law affecting
the various subject matters (civil and criminal) covered by the jurisdiction
of Courts of Petty Sessions.

Recent legislation has increased greatly the civil and criminal jurisdic-
tions of Courts of Petty Sessions in Victoria and there has been a number
of amendments to Court procedures previously well established. These
matters are fully discussed and explained.

The 40 pages of notes to sections 67 and 68 of the Justices Act (relating
to causes of action in Court proceedings) and the 15 pages relating to
sections 155-162 (Orders to Review) are typical examples of the thorough-
ness with which the author has dealt with his subject matter.

The index of some 125 pages is comprehensive and very useful to the
busy practitioner who can find quickly the text dealing with most of the
matters which arise in cases heard before the lower Courts.

To every person who deals with Courts of Petty Sessions or Justices, this
edition of Paul’ will be the text book to which he must at some time turn
for practical information ably prepared in language readily understandable

by lawyer and layman.
vy m R. H. Dunn®

The British Commonwealth of Nations in a Changing World, by ZeLman
Cowen, (F. W. Cheshire, Melbourne, 1965), pp. 1-88). Price $2.00

In 1964 Professor Cowen gave the Rosenthal lectures at Chicago; they
were published in the U.S.A. in 1965 by Northwestern University Press,
and now appear in an Australian edition with an additional chapter. They
were excellent lectures for a learned American audience — clear, good-
humoured and without either sentimentality or sensationalism. Cowen
takes a cool look at the development of the Commonwealth, chiefly since
the second world war, and brings out the main features in its institutional
development and constitutional theory, so far as it has either. As an
introductory study for Australian students of government, and for inter-
ested foreigners, this little book will take its place in the literature of the
subject.

*LL.M. (Melb.), Barrister and Solicitor.





