
C U S T O M S  F R E E Z E S  
' I C E '  I N  C A N D L E S

C usto m s o ffic e rs  a t th e ir  Sydney c o n ta in e r e xam ina tion  fac ility  
have m ade one o f A us tra lia 's  la rg es t se izu res  o f illic it drug 
c rys ta lline  m e thy lam p he tam ine , c o m m o n ly  know n as “ ice ".

The o ffic e rs  d e tec ted  1 2 5  kg o f 'ice' ins ide a shipp ing 
con ta ine r fro m  China and fo llow ed  th is  se izu re  by a ss is tin g  the 
A ustra lian  Federal Po lice  (AFP) to  id en tify  and d ism an tle  the  
A ustra lian  base o f an in te rn a tiona l na rco tic  sm ug g ling  
synd icate .

C us to m s N SW  Regional D ire c to r David C o llins said the  
op era tion  began w hen C u s to m s in te llig ence a na lys ts  se lec ted  
a sea con ta in e r fo r  exam ina tion  a t P o rt Botany.

''When the  sh ip m e n t w as inspected  a t the  exam in a tio n  fac ility , 
o ffic e rs  no ticed  anom a lies  in a num b er o f ca rdboard  b o xe s ,” 
he said. “All the  boxes had been declared on th e  m a n ife s t as 
con ta in ing  w ax cand les.

“A c lo se r exam ina tion  revea led  6 2 4  cand les had been 
ho llow ed ou t. Each con ta ined  a p p rox im a te ly  2 0 0 g m  o f 
c rys ta lline  m e thy lam p he tam ine ."

Th is  d e tec tion  is the  second  la rg es t se izu re  o f ice to  be m ade 
in A ustra lia . The  se izu re  has an es tim a ted  s tre e t va lue o f 
ap p rox im a te ly  $ 1 0 0  m illion .

An ex tens ive  op e ra tion  w as conducted  by the  AFP based on 
the  C us to m s d e tec tion , w hich resu lted  in the  a rre s t o f tw o  
m en a lleged ly a tte m p ting  to  access the  sh ip m e n t a t a s to ra g e  
fa c ility  in the  Sydney suburb  o f H om ebush. A n o th e r m an w as 
a rres ted  a t a Sydney ho te l loca ted  near C h ina tow n  in 
connec tion  w ith  the  se izu re  and a num ber o f search  w a rra n ts  
w ere executed  on o th e r p rem ises in inner Syd ney suburbs.

Th ree  fo re ig n  na tiona ls  aged 3 8 , 41  and 4 2  yea rs  old w ere  
charged. They w ere  re fused  bail and w ill reappear in S ydney's  
C entra l Local C o u rt in January 2 0 0 5 .

M r C ollins said the  jo in t o p e ra tion  by C us to m s  and the  AFP 
had prevented  a m a jo r q uan tity  o f p o te n tia lly  le tha l d rugs fro m  
reaching  the  s tre e ts .

"It again d e m o n s tra te s  ou r ab ility  to  d is rup t d rug tra ffic k in g  
and d e fe a t a tte m p ts , how ever ingen ious, to  breach A us tra lia 's  
b o rd e rs ," he said.

C us to m s  o ffic e rs  in W es te rn  A ustra lia  uncovered  a second 
con s ig n m e n t o f “ ic e ” in ho llow ed -ou t cand les.

O ffice rs  de tec ted  a p p rox im a te ly  1kg  o f the  drug in an air 
cargo package fro m  China described  as C h ris tm as  cand les 
and sam p les.

C us to m s  opened the  package a fte r x-ray im ages o f the  
package show ed  ano m a lies  in the  cen tre  o f the  cand les. 
F u rth e r te s ts  w ith  x-ray and ionscan eq u ip m en t ind icated the 
p resence o f c rys ta lline  m e thy l-am p he tam ine  pow der hidden 
w ith in  each candle.

W hen the  c o n s ig n m e n t w as d e co ns truc te d , 9 9 5 g m  o f “ ice” 
w e re  found  inside the  six cand les. Inqu iries su rround ing  th is  
se izu re  are con tinu ing .

A us tra lia 's  la rg es t d e tec tion  o f “ ic e " w as m ade in Sydney in 
M ay 2 0 0 3  w hen 2 3 3 k g  o f the  drug w as found  am ong  ca rto n s  
o f rice s tic ks  in a shipping c o n ta in e r fro m  China.
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