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S E I Z U R E  I N  
W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L I A

A jo in t C u s to m s  and A us tra lian  Federa l P o lice  (AFP) op e ra tion  
in W e s te rn  A us tra lia  led to  th e  se izu re  o f 1 0 0 k g  o f coca ine  and 
the  a rre s t o f th re e  m en.

Th is  is the  la rg e s t se izu re  o f coca ine  in A u s tra lia  s ince  2 0 0 1  
w hen a S ou th  A m eric an  ve sse l w as cau g h t try in g  to  d rop 
1 0 0 0 k g  o f th e  drug on an iso la te d  beach nea r S h a rk  Bay in 
ce n tra l W e s te rn  A us tra lia .

The  la te s t o p e ra tio n  invo lved  c lose  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  B raz ilian  
a u th o rit ie s  and seve re ly  d is rup te d  an in te rn a tio n a l d rug 
tra ffic k in g  synd ica te .

A 50-year-o ld  Bo liv ian m an, a 23-year-o ld  A us tra lian  m an and a 
29-year-o ld  A us tra lian  m an have been charged .

The  o p e ra tio n  invo lved  ex te ns ive  c o v e rt su rve illance  o f the  
Marcos Dias w hen th e  vesse l w as  in A us tra lian  w a te rs  using  a 
c om b in a tion  o f th e  C u s to m s  C oas tw a tc h  D ash 8  e lec tron ic  
su rve illance  a irc ra ft, a C u s to m s  p a tro l boa t, th e rm a l im ag ing  
e q u ip m en t and C u s to m s  ex te n s ive  c lose d -c ircu it te le v is io n  
(CCTV) n e tw o rk  in th e  p o rt.

C u s to m s  W A D ire c to r Paul O 'C on no r said  th e  jo in t op e ra tion  
b e tw een  C u s to m s  and th e  A FP  re in fo rced  th e  e ffe c tive n e s s  o f 
the  c o lla b o ra tio n  be tw een  b o th  agenc ies.

"U sing  lead ing-edge tech no log y , C u s to m s  and th e  AFP w ere  
ab le to  succ e ss fu lly  m o n ito r  the  ve sse l and the  a c tiv itie s  
around it fro m  th e  m o m e n t it a rrived  in A lbany H arb o ur in July, 
M r O 'C on no r said .

C u s to m s  O ffic e rs  and Federa l A g en ts  
recovered  the  d rug s fro m  a beach in A lbany 
H arbour, in W e s te rn  A u s tra lia 's  so u th w e s t, 
a fte r th e y  w e re  a lleg ed ly  o fflo a d e d  fro m  the  
bulk g ra in  c a rr ie r Marcos Dias in the  ea rly  
hou rs  o f the  m orn in g . The  sh ip 's  jo u rn e y  
o rig ina ted  in S ou th  A m e ric a ; it a rrived  in 
A us tra lia  via S ou th  A frica .

The  coca ine  w as  in p ow d e r fo rm  in bags 
buried  in sand dunes. S ub se q uen t te s ts  
ind ica te  th a t th e  coca ine  had an average 
p u rity  o f 7 8  per c e n t and an e s tim a te d  s tre e t 
va lue o f $ 4 5  m illion  eq ua ting  to  
a p p rox im a te ly  2 2 7 ,0 0 0  s tre e t “h its ” .
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A lbany D is tr ic t M anag er S te ve  S m ith  said his o ffic e  w as 
heavily  invo lved in the  o p e ra tio n  o ve r tw o  w e e k s , ass is tin g  
both  C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  fro m  F rem a n tle  and th e  AFP. Th is  
invo lved p rov id ing  lo g is tic a l in fo rm a tio n  such as lo ca tion  o f 
UHF an tennas, top og ra p h ic a l d e ta ils  and o th e r loca l advice.

"All the  ag en ts  and o ffic e rs  w ho  v is ited  w e re  easyg o ing  and 
app rec ia tive  o f th e  help w e gave th e m ," S teve  said.

"I w as  appo in ted  g roup  c o m m a n d e r fo r  the  o b se rva tio n  p o s t 
te a m . O ur p rim e  ta s k  w as to  surve il the  Marcos Dias a t 
anc horag e  2 4  hou rs  a day.

"A lbany o ffic e r Jill G ibson o ffe re d  he r house as the  
o b se rva tio n  p o s t loca tion  and, as it has a v is ta  o v e r K ing 
G eorge Sound  and the  anchorag e , it w as  p e rfe c t. Th e rm a l 
im ag ing  and C C TV eq u ip m en t w as s e t up on J ill's  verandah 
linked to  m o n ito rs  inside the  house.

"Th is  m e a n t o ff ic e rs  in th e  te a m  could  w a tch  th e  ship 2 4 /7  
fro m  the  c o m fo r t  o f J ill's  fa m ily  ro o m . W e did s h ifts  in the  
o b se rva tio n  p o s t w hich ro ta te d  te a m s  e ve ry  fo u r  hou rs .

"A  c e rta in  a m o u n t o f s u b te rfu g e  w as  a lso  needed w hen 
dealing  w ith  inqu iries  fro m  ou ts id e  and inside C u s to m s . It w as 
im p o rta n t to  m a in ta in  th e  c o v e rt s ta tu s  o f th e  op e ra tio n  w h ile  
being able to  g ive reaso ns  to  c o n ta c ts  w ho  m ig h t have 
susp ec ted  so m e th in g  d iffe re n t w as oc c u rrin g  in A lbany.

"A fte r 1 0  long days a t anchorag e , the  Marcos Dias b erthed  
and the  o b se rva tio n  p o s t w as m oved  to  the  D is tr ic t O ffice ."

The  op e ra tio n  cu lm ina ted  in 4 5  C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  fro m  all 
a round  A us tra lia  converg ing  on A lbany fo r  th e  ship -search 
phase o f th e  op e ra tio n .

The  search  used tw o  d e tec to r-d og  te a m s , a W A-based 
con fined -spaces te a m , the  N ationa l M arine  U nit and search
tra in in g  cen tre  o ffic e rs  fro m  Sydney.

"It w as an exc iting  tim e  fo r  o u r little  p o rt and one th a t bo th  the  
C ity  o f A lbany and w e w ill re m e m b e r fo r  som e  tim e  to  c o m e ," 
S te ve  S m ith  said.

C u s to m s  and the  AFP con tinue  to  inves tig a te  th e  fu ll 
c irc u m s ta n c e s  su rround ing  th is  im p o rta tio n , w h ich  is s till 
b e fo re  th e  c o u rts .
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