
Trans-Tasman talks

A us tra lian  and N ew  Zealand 
C ustom s org an isa tions  have 
agreed to  fu r th e r develop th e ir  
strong w o rk in g  re la tio nsh ip  to  

enhance  border security  in th e ir  
respective coun tries  and in the  Pacific . . 
Region.

T h is  w as the  resu lt o f Trans-Tasm an 
ta lks  held in Sydney recently betw een 
C ustom s M in is te r Sena tor C hris E llison , 
and h is N ew  Zealand cou n te rp art, th e  
H on R ick Barker.

A lso p resent at the  m eeting  w ere  
A us tra lia n  C ustom s Service CEO L ionel 
W ood w ard  and N ew  Zealand C ustom s 
Service C om p tro lle r Robin Dare.

The  d iscuss ions w ere  held to  
com m e m o ra te  the  2 0 th  a nn ive rsa ry  o f 
the  A u s tra lia -N e w  Zealand C loser 
E conom ic  R e la tions Agreem ent.

The re  w as  ag reem ent th a t th e  tw o  
C ustom s organ isa tions  w ou ld  con tin u e  
to  cooperate and exchange in fo rm a tio n  
ab ou t sm ugg ling  - espec ia lly  drugs - 
fraud  and m oney laundering , p a rtic u la rly  
in the  Pacific; fu rth e r enhance a ir  and 
sea cargo security ; exp lore areas of 
p rov id ing  fu r th e r techn ica l assistance 
and capac ity  bu ild ing  assistance to 
deve lop ing  coun tries  in th e  area o f trade 
fa c ilita tio n ; and keep each o the r 
in fo rm ed  o f policy and opera tiona l 
approaches to  c ou n te r-te rro rism , SARS 
and border p rotection m atte rs  generally.

S ena to r E llison said there  had been 
consensus th a t A us tra lian  and N ew  
Zealand C ustom s w ou ld  w o rk  even 
c loser tog e the r to  s treng then th e  ties th a t 
a lready existed betw een the  tw o  
o rg an isa tions .

“ I am  pleased th a t th e  ou tc om e  of 
these  ta lks  w ill prove m u tu a lly  benefic ia l 
- no t ju s t to  ou r tw o  C ustom s 
o rg an isa tions  but fo r th e  bene fit o f both 
o u r na tio ns  in m a tte rs  o f border security,
.figh ting  c rim e  and .in in te r n a t io n a l....................
tra d e ,” Sena to r E llison  said.
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