LEGAL EDUCATION DIGEST

The article specifies how a broader vision
of the legal profession reveals that much
of the scholarship which Edwards’
believes to be irrelevant to the profession,
is actually useful. The author concludes
by speculating on the reasons why
scholars and practitioners are discontented
with one another and offers possible
remedies. )

The disjunction between
Edwards and Professor Priest
L H Pollak

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2113-
2121

The author compares the articles of
Edwards’ (cited above) and that of G L
Priest "Social science theory and legal
education: the law school as university"
(33 J Legal Educ 437, 441, 1983) and G
L Priest "The increasing division between
legal practice and legal education" (37
Buff L Rev 681). The two authors present
the opposite point of view, with Edwards
deploring the increasing gap between the
legal academy and the profession,
claiming that law schools are disinterested
in producing students trained to practice
law. Priest, on the other hand applauds
the trend towards greater emphasis on
theory,  Pollak concludes that both
authors have overstated their case and the
situation is not what either has drawn it to
be. He does however feel that Edwards’
article is a timely warning,.

Judge

Pro bono work: for the good of not
only the public, but also the lawyer and
the legal profession

N Strossen

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2122-
2149

In response to Edwards’ article (cited
above), the author considers some specific
and recent examples of legal scholarship
and legal pedagogy that run counter to
the widening gap between the profession
and legal education. The scholarly works
she uses were published and the curricula
developments crystallised after Edwards’
article was published. They include the
New York Law School Law Review
"Symposium Issue on Lawyering
Theory";  Dworkin’s  "Argumentative
Essay" concerning theoretical and policy
issues; and New York Law School’s
commitment to bridging the gap. The
rest of the article focuses on the rationale

and benefits of providing pro bono legal
work.

Stewardship

D B Ayer

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2150-
2162

The author agrees with much of the
arguments in Edwards’ article (cited
above), but maintains that it is only a
partial analysis of the problem facing the
legal profession. He feels that law
schools and practising lawyers going in
different directions, law practice
becoming too commercial or law schools
failing to serve the needs of the
profession with practical teaching and
scholarship, is only a portion of the
problem. The author contends that the
root of the problem, and hence any
solution, lies with the reinvigoration of
the legal profession and academia with a
sense of duty and vocation for the legal
institutions of which they are the
stewards.

Commentary on Judge Edwards’
"Growing disjunction between legal
education and the legal profession”

J L Oakes

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2163-
2168

The author agrees with Edwards’ article
(cited above), especially on the greater
requirement to teach legal ethics at law
schools, but he feels that Edwards did not
give adequate recognition to some of the
innovative ways in which law schools are
attempting to teach legal ethics, The
author is a teacher of a legal ethics course
at Duke Law School and at lowa College
of Law.  The author discusses the
different types of programs being tried in
the various law schools, such as Columbia
and Fordham Law Schools.

The mind in the major American law
school

L C Bollinger

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2167-
2176

The author is in disagreement with the
picture painted of law schools by
Edwards (article cited above) and
maintains that, to the contrary, law
schools have become intellectually
invigorated in a professional sense by the
expansion of knowledge and arguments
now regarded as relevant to thinking

about law. The author contends that
Edwards’ view is too narrow as it focuses
entirely upon legal scholarship that is
useful to a judge, and ignores
contemporary legal scholarship which is
not only aimed at other decisionmakers,
but often presents a radical reform
program. The author continues with an
appraisal of the interdisciplinary trends in
law schools and maintains that it is an
important and beneficial trend.  The
article concludes that part of the reason
for the growing gap between the judiciary
and the legal academy is the change
within the judiciary itself.

Letter to Judge Harry Edwards

J J White

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2177-
2190

The author agrees with much of Edwards’
article (cited above). He commences the
article with a consideration of the law
faculty and the curriculum it teaches and
maintains that many of the teachers have
strong interdisciplinary tendencies and are
less concerned with pure law. This he
feels is reflected in much of the
curriculum which is set at the whim of
the faculty, and does not reflect the
demand of the students or of the
organised bar. The author further agrees
with Edwards that legal journals have
become far more theoretical and directed
at discussion with other academics, rather
than of practical use to the legal
profession. The author, however,
concludes that the above trends are not
necessarily negative. He feels that the
legal academy has an extremely limited
effect on the legal profession anyway, and
furthermore, a few members of the young
faculty are moving back towards practical
scholarship for the bar.  The author
suggests that perhaps the fashions in
research, teaching and writing are cyclical
and the movement back towards Edwards’
standards is about to occur.

The growing disjunction between legal
education and the legal profession: a
postsecript

H T Edwards

91 Mich L Rev, 8, August 1993, pp 2191-
2221

In this article, Edwards provides a
postscript to his article (cited above). He
is not responding to the comments of the
other authors, rather, he discusses several
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