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SPOTLIGHT ON CLERICAL SEX ABUSE 
IN IRELAND: HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

CHILD PROTECTION

The clerical sexual abuse cases in the Republic of Ireland over a period of more than four decades highlighted 
abuse of children in religious and educational environments. As a result, the Catholic Church and the Irish 
State have been subjected to unprecedented scrutiny and held accountable for the systematic cruelty that 

rights was not recognized and/or ignored and in some instances other adults colluded as silent witnesses to 

Methodologically, this paper explores the issue of clerical sex abuse of minors through transcript analysis 

The paper highlights abuse elsewhere within and beyond religious communities, and ends with recent 
development in Ireland for child protection and practical mechanisms to prevent similar mistreatment of 
children.
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