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Five Online Safety Act Common 
Misconceptions – Debunked
Author: Nadia Tymkiw, Senior Associate, RPC 

1. Only the large online platforms need 
to be concerned

only

2. The legislation mandates steps to be taken 
by online platforms to tackle specific pieces 
of content

3. The legislation makes all that is illegal 
offline, illegal online

 

4. The legislation will put an end to end-to-end 
encryption in the UK

The UK’s Online Safety Act 2023 is one of the more divisive pieces of legislation to be introduced in recent years and will 
fundamentally shape the way the internet operates. It will also inevitably influence the development of online safety law 
around the world.
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5. Senior managers could be criminally liable for 
any failure by a company to comply with the Act

and 

Event Report: CAMLA’s Fireside Chat 
Illuminates Online Safety
Belyndy Rowe (Senior Associate), Bird & Bird and Chair of CAMLA Young Lawyers Committee

Host Justin Quill, Partner at 
Thompson Geer, set the tone for a 
thoughtful discussion with special 
guest Morag Bond, EM Industry 
Regulation and Legal, eSafety 
Commissioner. 

The eSafety Commissioner stands as 
a unique regulator, being the first of 
its kind globally, dedicated to online 
safety. In line with the Australian 
Government’s commitment to 
shielding citizens from online harm, 
the eSafety Commissioner plays 
a pivotal role in safeguarding the 
digital experiences of Australians.

Morag Bond brought a wealth 
of experience to the discussion, 
offering a unique perspective on 
her remarkable career and the vital 
work of the eSafety Commissioner. 
She delved into the Commissioner’s 
oversight and enforcement of the 
Online Safety Act, along with industry 
codes regulating online content to 
address issues related to harmful 
material. As the Commissioner 
faces an important and busy time 
with new industry codes coming 
into effect, Morag explained how 
these codes will empower the 
Commissioner to combat serious 

online abuse and tackle illegal and 
restricted online content.

The conversation expanded to 
cover the eSafety Commissioner’s 
comprehensive approach, 
encompassing regulation and 
enforcement, policy development, 
and complaint handling. Morag 
provided valuable insights into the 
Commissioner’s efforts to protect 
against harmful content, spanning 
from child sexual exploitation to 
online bullying and non-consensual 
sharing of intimate images.

CAMLA would like to thank Morag 
Bond for generously sharing her 
knowledge and experience with us 
and Thompson Geer for hosting this 
important discussion.

CAMLA’s Fireside Chat on Online Safety was hosted at Thompson Geer on 
7 December 2023. Attendees enjoyed a dynamic exploration of the ever-
challenging landscape of online safety.


