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Introduction

Highlights for the media and 
communications sector

• Journalism exemption – 

• New rights of action –

Australia’s Blueprint for Privacy Reforms – 
What it Means for Media
Authors: Tim Brookes, Geoff McGrath, Rebecca Cope and Andrew Hilton (Ashurst), 
and Leon Franklin and Michael Turner (Ashurst Risk Advisory) explore the Government’s 
ambitious privacy reform agenda.1

• Data retention laws –

Telecommunications (Interception and Access) Act 1979 

• Engagement with reforms 

Part 1: Practical steps to take today

1. Is your governance framework up to the challenge?

2. Is risk assessment built in?

1 This publication is a joint publication from Ashurst Australia and Ashurst Risk Advisory Pty Ltd, which are part of the Ashurst Group. Some 
members of the Ashurst group (including Ashurst Risk Advisory Pty Ltd) do not provide legal services.
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3. Do you have visibility across your data estate?

4. Are you prepared for a data breach?

5. Do you understand your automated decision-making?

Part 2: A deep dive into the reforms

• Agreed 38 proposals – 

• Agreed in-principle 68 proposals –

• Noted (and did not agree) 10 proposals –

Agreed in-principle: Direct right of action and statutory tort

Generally agreed: Retain the journalism exemption, with 
increased oversight and data security obligations

ACMA APC
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Agreed in-principle: Notifiable Data Breaches

Agreed in-principle: Review of data retention laws

Telecommunications 
(Interception and Access) Act 1979

Agreed: Regulatory flexibility, enforcement, and penalties

• Penalties:

• Broad new orders and declarations: 

Agreed: Automated decision-making

transparency

meaningful explanations

• are substantially automated

 on an 
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Agreed in-principle: Fair and reasonable – a new keystone 
of the Australian privacy framework

New: Personal information of unknown individuals

not

or

Agreed in-principle (mainly): Direct marketing, targeting, 
and trading

• Targeted advertising? 

• Opt-outs for direct marketing – but what is 
marketing? 

• Consent for data trading

Agreed in-principle: Consent, transparency and control
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Agreed in-principle: New individual rights

• Request an explanation

• Object

• Right to erasure

• Request correction of online publications

• Require search engines to de-index certain online 

Agreed in-principle: Internal governance and 
accountability

• 

• Record of purpose of collection, use and disclosure 

A busy road ahead

• Consultation, co-design, and cooperation

• Reliance on industry as the front-line of defence

• Heightened expectations


