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CAITLIN SURMAN: Penny, thanks for taking 
the time to talk to us about your career 
so far and your thoughts on International 
Women’s Day in 2022. You’ve had a 
great mix of private practice an in-house 
experience. You’ve previously worked as an 
Associate in DibbsBarker’s IP, Technology 
and Competition Law Team, before making 
the switch to Legal Counsel at KPMG 
Australia, and then Senior Legal Counsel 
at Bauer Media. You currently serve as the 
Executive Counsel at Nine Entertainment Co. 
How would you describe your role at Nine?

PENNY HOBART: 

CAITLIN: Can you provide us with a run-
down of how you came to be in your 
position? Is it a role that you have always 
wanted? If so, what did you do to position 
yourself to get it? If not, how did your 
career path lead you here?

PENNY: 

CAITLIN: What does a typical day look like 
for you?

PENNY: 

Penny Hobart

Caitlin Surman, a senior associate at HWL Ebsworth Lawyers in Adelaide, sits 
down with Penny Hobart, Executive Counsel at Nine Entertainment Co, to 
discuss her thoughts on International Women’s Day in 2022, and to celebrate 
the invaluable contribution Penny has made, and continues to make, to the 
media and communications law community.

CAITLIN: What do you like best about 
working in the communications and media 
law landscape?

PENNY: 

CAITLIN: What developments or reforms 
do you see on the horizon in 2022 for 
the communications and media legal 
landscape?

PENNY: 

CAITLIN: Who is one woman in the legal 
profession (living or passed) who has 
inspired you and why?

PENNY: 

CAITLIN: The 2022 International Women’s 
Day campaign theme is #BreakTheBias. 
What does this mean to you? What action(s) 
do you think women in the legal profession 
can take to contribute to the movement and 
empower other women?

PENNY: 

PPPPPPPenPenPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP ny ny HobHobartartarttart

Executive Counsel at Nine Entertainment Co



54  Communications Law Bulletin Vol 41.1 (March 2022)

CAITLIN: What is the most important 
piece of advice you would give to a 
woman aspiring to be a leader in the legal 
profession?

PENNY: 

CAITLIN: Penny, on behalf of all our readers, 
thank you so much for taking the time 
to chat with us. Your insights have been 
invaluable and you’ve given us some 
great takeaways to think about. Happy 
International Women’s Day!

New CAMLA Podcast episodes have dropped
CAMLA Young Lawyers have created two new episodes of the CAMLA podcast! 

This is only available to CAMLA members – log in to access via the CAMLA member downloads 
page (scroll down past the webinars to locate). https://www.camla.org.au/member-downloads/

Episode 2 – Our hosts Joel Parsons (Bird & Bird) and Belyndy Rowe (Sainty Law) are joined by 
Rob Nicholls (Associate Professor in Business Law at UNSW) to discuss all things Media Reform 
Green Paper and the wonderful world of ‘Spectrum Reforms’.

Episode 3 – In this episode, CAMLA Young Lawyer Jessica Millner (Minter Ellison) speaks with 
Rachael Zavodnyik (Associate Vice President and Assistant General Counsel at Infosys Limited) 
about her career and progression tips for young lawyers. Belyndy Rowe (Sainty Law) is joined by 
Meena Muthuraman (Senior Associate, McCullough Robertson) to discuss the ‘internet of things’ 
(IOT) and IOT solutions.

We hope our members enjoy the latest episodes.

If you have any problems logging in, please email: contact@camla.org.au


