
20  Communications Law Bulletin Vol 41.1 (March 2022)

MARLIA SAUNDERS: When did you decide 
you wanted to become a lawyer, and what 
was it that inspired you to study law after 
completing your Bachelor of Arts degree?

JUDGE WASS: 

Her Honour Judge Penelope Wass DCJ was sworn in as a judge of the 
District Court of New South Wales on 18 April 2016. Her Honour was 
admitted as a solicitor of the NSW Supreme Court in August 1991, and 
started her career at the Commonwealth DPP, where she practised for 
9 years. She was called to the New South Wales Bar in February 2000 
and held chambers on Sixth Floor Selborne Chambers. Her Honour had 
a diverse criminal and civil practice at the bar, including both civil and 
criminal appeals. She was appointed senior counsel in 2013. From July 
2014 to April 2016, she sat as a Senior Member (Appeals Panel and 
Occupational Division) of the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal. In 
her spare time, her Honour enjoys ocean swimming, rowing and golf. 
Judge Wass spoke with Marlia Saunders, Partner, Thomson Geer, Sydney, 
about her Honour’s career and thoughts on International Women’s Day.

Her Honour Judge 
Penelope Wass DCJ

MARLIA: When you worked at the 
Commonwealth DPP, your colleagues 
included a number of people who would 
go onto become judges, including (but not 
limited to) Justice Payne, Justice Wigney, 
Justice Bromwich and Justice Fullerton – what 
are your reflections on your time working 
there, and why do you think so many of you 
ended up being appointed to the bench (in 
other words, what’s the secret)?

JUDGE WASS: 

MARLIA: What is one of the most 
memorable cases you have worked on?

JUDGE WASS: 
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Lee v R

MARLIA: You have mentored a lot of female 
barristers during the course of your career. 
How important is mentoring for women in 
law?

JUDGE WASS: i

«

“

MARLIA: The theme for International 
Women’s Day 2022 is #BreakTheBias, which 
focuses on the push for a gender equal 
world. Have you experienced gender bias 
during your career, and if so, how did you 
overcome it?

JUDGE WASS: 

“

MARLIA: What career advice would you give 
for young lawyers who have an ambition to 
go to the bar – or even the bench?

JUDGE WASS: 


