
  Communications Law Bulletin Vol 41.1 (March 2022)  19

CALLI TSIPIDIS: You undoubtedly have a 
wealth of experience in Australian media, 
could you please tell us what drew you to 
media at the young age of fifteen, and what 
has inspired you to stay in the industry?

ITA BUTTROSE: 

CALLI: Over the course of your career, what 
would you consider to be the most significant 
development in the Australian media and 
communications industry and why?

ITA: 

The Australian Women’s Weekly 

Ita Buttrose AC OBE
Calli Tsipidis, Legal Counsel at Foxtel and Chair of the CAMLA Young Lawyers Committee, 
sits down with Ita Buttrose AC OBE to discuss Ita’s thoughts on International Women’s 
Day in 2022 and Ita’s legendary career in Australian media. Ita is an Australian journalist, 
businesswoman, television personality and author. Ita is currently the Chair of the ABC. 
She was women’s editor of the Telegraph at 23 years old, and was the founding editor of 
Cleo. At Cleo, Ita pioneered a high-circulation magazine aimed at young women that 
was frank about sexuality and famously was the first to feature nude male 
centrefolds. Ita also became the editor of The Australian Women’s Weekly and was 
appointed Publisher of ACP’s Women’s Division from 1978-81. Thereafter, Ita 
became the Editor-in-Chief at the Daily Telegraph and Sunday Telegraph, making 
her the first female editor of a major metropolitan newspaper in Australia. Ita was 
made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1979, an Officer of the Order 
of Australia in 1988. In 2003, she was awarded the Centenary Medal and was 
made a Companion of the Order of Australia in 2019. In 2017, Ita was recognised for 
Outstanding Lifetime Achievement at the Kennedy Awards for Excellence in 
Journalism, and was the 2013 Australian of the Year. She holds multiple honorary 
doctorates, including for her distinguished service to various health causes and for 
being an inspirational role model to aspiring women in business.

CALLI: You have been a true trailblazer for 
women in the media industry, and have paved 
the way for women in leadership positions in 
this industry. While we have made progress, 
there are and have historically been, very 
few female leaders of major Australian media 
entities. Why do you think that is? Is change 
happening at a satisfactory pace? What, if 
anything, should be done differently?

ITA: 

The Australian The Sydney Morning 
Herald 

. 

CALLI: If there is one thing you would 
celebrate about International Women’s 
Day in the Australian media industry, what 
would it be?

ITA: 

CALLI: What’s the best professional advice 
you have ever received?

ITA: 

CALLI: One of the 2022 International Women’s 
Day campaign themes is #BreakTheBias. 
What does this mean to you and how would 
you suggest this is implemented in our 
readers’ work and personal lives?

ITA: 

CALLI: Finally, what advice would you give to 
the next generation of female leaders in the 
industry?

ITA: 
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