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Associate Professor Jason Bosland is the Director of the Centre for Media and Communications 
Law at Melbourne Law School, where he teaches media and communications law. He holds 
degrees from the University of Melbourne and the London School of Economics. His primary 
research interests lie in media law, including defamation and privacy, open justice and the 
media, contempt of court and freedom of speech. He is an Editorial Board Member of the 
Media & Arts Law Review and a Research Committee Member of the Public Interest 
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Associate Professor Bosland recently spoke with barrister Claire Roberts about academia, 
suppression orders, and what’s wrong with Australian defamation law.

Profile: Associate Professor Jason Bosland

CLAIRE ROBERTS: Hi Jason, thanks for chatting with 
us. To kick off: how did you end up in academia, and 
what drew you specifically to the media law space?

JASON BOSLAND: 

ROBERTS: For anyone reading the Communications 
Law Bulletin who might be toying with the idea of 
further study – are there any broad areas of media 
law scholarship that are crying out for attention?

BOSLAND: 

ROBERTS: So, defamation reform. Let’s start with 
the serious harm threshold. Do you think it is 
needed? Do you think it would do anything?

BOSLAND: 

Laucaux v Independent Print

ROBERTS: Do you think there are other proposed 
reforms that are likely to have a big impact in the 
defamation litigation space?

BOSLAND:

ROBERTS: We are speaking on the 12th of March, 
and as you know the High Court is hearing the Pell 
appeal today. It feels timely to ask: what is your 
view on the suppression orders in that case? Were 
they appropriate? Did they work?
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BOSLAND: 

does 

Nationwide News Pty Ltd v 
Quami 

DPP v Brady

 

ROBERTS: Do you think the myth arises because 
Victoria reports more completely?

BOSLAND:

ROBERTS: This is the first edition of the 
Communications Law Bulletin for 2020 and we are 
looking at the decades past and to come. Looking 
backwards over the last decade: what do you think 
are meaningful or important developments that 
we have seen, internationally or at home?

BOSLAND: Defamation Act 2013
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ROBERTS: Now, looking forward. What do you 
expect to see, or not see, in the next ten years?

BOSLAND: 
don’t

are

Voller

ROBERTS: Dare I ask what the right decision is?

BOSLAND: 

 Criminal Code Amendment 
(Sharing of Abhorrent Violent Material) Act 
2019

ROBERTS: Finally, the readership of the 
Communications Law Bulletin includes a lot of 
practitioners. Do you think that practitioners and 
academics engage with one another enough?

BOSLAND: 


