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Territory soon, using transmittors
in Alice Springs, Katherine and
Tennant (reek and that the Govern-—
ment would conduct a study as to
whether such services should be
extended to Cape York, the Kimber-
leys and the Pilbara.
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purpose of criticism and review is con-
cerned. o

The Media Release also stated the
Government's intention to further consider
options forhometaping (and educational use
of audiovisual materials) and to examine
the potential for a rental right for copy-
right owners of records and videos.

Catriona Bughes

AUSSAT

NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICES DEVELOFPMENT
COUNCIL :

The Government has formed .the NBSDC to
advise 1t on the ABC -and SBS radio and
television expansion. The establishment
of the Council means the abolition of the
National Broadcasting Service Planning
- Committee and the Special Broadcasting
Service Planning Committee.
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TECHNICAL DIGEST

In the context of AUSSAT and the do-
mestic. satellite and Remote Commercial
Television Services (RCTS) technology is
becoming important. The Bulletin will
attempt to explain some of the terms used
to enable readers to better understand
these communications issues.

The first term is "B-MAC", the tech-
nical system to be used for the ABC's re-

mote area service ( HACBSS ), and, thus,
also for RCTS licensees.
It is said that the B-MAC (Multi-

Plexed Analogue Component, Type B) trans-
mission system chosen for Australia's
Homestead and Community Broadcasting Sat-
ellite Service (HACBSS), has several sig-
nificant advantages: high quality tele-
vision reception, six digital sound chan-
nels, a data channel and more reliable re-
ception, even under extreme climatic con-
ditions. The system alsc has the capacity
to keep pace with future technological de-
velopments which will improve the quality
of television ({e.g. extended definition
television).

The system is capable of carrying
stereo and mono sound broadcasts plus tele-
vision with stereoc sound, teletext, and a
data channel which could provide emergency
warnings, special educational programs and
other services.

B-MAC signals transmitted via satel-
lite at a frequency of 12 GHZ are received
by a dish-shaped antenna and Outdoor Unit
{ODU). The ODU converts these signals to
a lower frequency for transmission through

. an interconnecting cable (about 30m long)

to the Indoor Unit (IDU}. The IDU provid-
es a means of tuning to different satel-
lite transponders, or channels, and with
the aid of a baseband processor located
within the IDU, separates the picture,
sound channels, data and teletext for con-
nection to domestic receiving units.

The television picture or pages of
teletext are. accessible through either a
traditional television {(PAL) receiver or
RGB (Red/Green/Blue) video monitor, Radioc
programs or sound to match the television
picture are accessible through a stereo
amplifier. A traditional radio receiver is
not required.
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