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mental health issues. Mentally ill individuals 
and their carers often experience a 
high degree of disadvantage and even 
discrimination in the community, due to 
stigmatic perceptions of mental illness.

Alyse Richmond: My greatest passion 
is for the rights of refugees and asylum 
seekers. When there is so much conflict 
in the world and so many people facing 
danger and being displaced, I think it is 
fundamental that we acknowledge people’s 
right to protection and to seek asylum under 
international law. 

Erin Collins: A particular field of interest for 
me is the effect of human rights abuses on 
children. I would love to see a more secure 
and safe world, hopefully with greater 
achievements through instruments in place, 
so that these children no longer have to 
suffer the abuses. To date I still find that 
my most compelling area is child soldiers, 
although I have a keen interest in most 
areas of human rights that affect the lives 
of children. 

What community work 
experiences have you had?
Jane Barnett: I volunteer with YRIPP 

(Youth Referral Independent Person 
Program). 

Lisa Lee: I volunteered at various 
community legal centres. After completing 
my undergraduate law degree, I worked 
for a few years in the private legal sector 
before transitioning to the public legal 
sector. I am presently also undertaking my 
postgraduate studies at Monash. 

Courtney Guilliatt: I volunteer once a 
week with the Association of Relatives and 
Friends of the Emotionally and Mentally Ill 
as a telephone support worker.  I am also 
undertaking a placement at the Family Law 
Assistance Program at Monash-Oakleigh 
Legal Service. 

Alyse Richmond: Over the Summer I 
volunteered at the Loddon Campaspe 
Community Legal Centre. Currently, I am 
undertaking volunteer work at Springvale 
Monash Legal Service, UNOH Foodbank 
in Noble Park, the Sudanese Australian 
Integration Learning Program in Dandenong, 
and am hoping to get involved with the 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre.  At the 
start of 2008 I did a community development 
project in a remote village in Thailand.

What inspires or drives you about 
human rights?
Erin Collins: I think that we are so 
privileged in Australia to have such a 
wonderful recognition of the rights of 
individuals. I wish that these rights could 
be afforded equally to individuals all over 
the globe.  I think that growing up in South 
Africa has shown me how human rights 
abuses so deeply affect an entire nation. 

What do you hope to do in 
the future?
Samantha Jeans: I’m looking to do a 
traineeship next year, hopefully at a firm 
with a good pro bono program. At some 
point I would love to work in the human 
rights field, possibly in a government 
position. 

Jane Barnett: I want to find a job which 
allows me to travel and help people, though 
not necessarily in a legal capacity. I’m not 
exactly sure, but maybe working with an 
NGO or international organization like the 
UN, or as a diplomat…I have lots of ideas!
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Mr Shalbak highlighted the lack 
of Indigenous representation 
in political decision-making, 
made worse by the abolition 
of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander Commission 
by the Howard Government, 
as an impediment to change.  
Mr Shalbak outlined what 
is needed to tackle racial 
discrimination effectively in 
Australia: a federal bill of rights, 
a recognition of Indigenous 

peoples as a “peoples’ under the 
protection of UN“ documents, 
compensation and reparation 
for past wrongs, allocation of 
resources to tackle pressing 
social problems, and the 
prohibition on dissemination of 
racist material. Only when these 
measures have been taken may 
Australia have a possibility of 
overcoming racial discrimination 
within its own borders.

The forum allowed the three 

speakers to air a variety of 
viewpoints on racism and 
Indigenous issues, and all 
were able to agree that racism 
remains a prevalent problem 
which the UN must find a more 
successful way to combat.

Presentations by all speakers 
are available on the Castan 
Centre website under “public 
events and lecture series”.
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