
 

Castan Centre for Human Rights Law, May 

Castan Centre News 

The booming Monash postgraduate 
human rights degrees are once again 
covering a wide range of topics in 
2008, including refugee law, privacy, 
the laws of war, indigenous rights, hu-
man rights in the global economy, and 
practical human rights advocacy.    

For those interested in the effect of 
international trade on human rights, 
Human Rights and the Global Economy 
explores the junction of human rights 
with multinational corporations, as well 
as supranational bodies such as the 
World Bank and the World Trade 
Organisation. 

Those with an interest in international 
affairs can also study International Hu-
manitarian Law (the laws of war), and 

International Criminal Justice, which 
focuses on individual criminal responsi-
bility for grave crimes.  Both subjects 
will be taught by Dr Gideon Boas, who 
returns from a 6 year stint at the In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia 

Closer to home, Indigenous Rights and 
International Law will cover issues 
such as the right to self determination, 
right to language and education, anti-
discrimination, and land and resource 
rights.  On the other hand, Interna-
tional Refugee Law and Human Rights 
will look at the protection of refugees, 
both here and overseas.   

Principles of Privacy and Freedom of 
Information will explore the ever-

burgeoning concerns over private in-
formation, including information held 
by the government.  

For those looking to hone their practi-
cal skills, Human Rights Advocacy: 
Australian Law and Practice will teach 
students appropriate advocacy and 
research techniques on how to de-
velop human rights arguments. 

All students commencing their degree 
can undertake the introductory sub-
ject, Overview of Human Rights Law 
taught in both semesters. 

It’s not too late to start your Monash 
postgraduate degree in 2008.  To learn 
more, check out www.law.monash.edu.au/
postgraduate/law-hr.html 

Monash LLM Program in Human Rights Enters its Third Year 

 Castan Centre Director Reports Back on 2020 Summit 
Castan Centre Director, Professor Sarah 
Joseph, was chosen to attend the Austra-
lian Government’s 2020 Summit in Can-
berra on 19-20 April.  She was part of 
the “future of Australian governance” 
stream, in a subgroup that focused on the 
rights and responsibilities of citizens, an 
Australian republic, and recognition of 
Indigenous peoples in the Constitution.  
Other members of the governance stream 
included eminent academics Professors 
Hilary Charlesworth, George Williams, 
Cheryl Saunders, and Greg Craven, former 
Human Rights Commissioner Chris Sidoti, 
activists Brett Solomon and Kristen Hilton, 
and media warhorses Philip Adams, Paul 
Kelly, Gerard Henderson and David Marr. 

The discussions within our group were 
lively.  There was overwhelming sup-
port within the stream for a republic, 
with only one member, Senator 
George Brandis, seeming to identify 
himself as a monarchist.  My subgroup 
suggested a two stage process for be-
coming a republic by 2020 (and proba-
bly much earlier).  The first stage 
would sever links with the Crown, 
while the second stage would address 
the tricky issue of the exact republican 
model that we adopt.  Within our sub-
group there was also great support for 
constitutional amendments to appro-

priately recognise indigenous peoples, 
though precise wording was not 
agreed.  The issue of federal protec-
tion of human rights elicited the great-
est debate.  The group recommended 
a national consultation process on 
how best to protect human rights.  
The group split over the best way to 
protect rights, with the majority sup-
porting a statutory Charter similar to 
that in Victoria, and the minority sup-
porting alternative models which ex-
clude the judiciary from rights protec-
tion.  In my opinion, the issue of the 
types of rights to be protected 
(particularly economic social and cul-
tural rights) got a bit lost in the mix. 

It is premature to judge where the 
Summit ideas will go from here.  In 
one respect however it seems to have 
borne fruit.  An underreported aspect 
of the May 14 budget was the alloca-
tion of a couple of million dollars to-
wards “a national community consulta-
tion on the most appropriate methods 
of protecting human rights”.  The pri-
oritizing of this issue may not have 
happened without the 2020 recom-
mendations. 

Overall, the 2020 summit had a great 
energy, and it was a privilege to be 

there.  The boxed lunches weren’t 
even that bad.  I did get the impression 
that many of ‘the usual suspects’ had 
been invited (from both sides of poli-
tics, though it is probably fair to guess 
that there were more ALP voters).  
That is, many of the attendees, includ-
ing myself, have numerous outlets and 
forums in which to make their ideas 
known, which possibly diluted the po-
tential for truly ‘new’ ideas.  I suspect 
that the government would have been 
exposed to more original and radical 
ideas if it had invited 1000 random 
people.  Of course, a new idea is not 
necessarily a good one.  And an old 
idea can be a very good idea whose 
time has finally come. 

Sarah with Kram from Spiderbait, the only 
rock star invited to the Summit. 
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