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Native Title Report Com-
pleted, Internships Established

at Indigenous Bodies

Melissa Castan, Associate Director of
the Castan Centre, and Honorary Re-
search Fellow Richard Potok, from the
University of New South Wales, have
completed a report examining Native

Title law and practice.

The Report evaluates the challenges
Native Title Representative Body
(NTRB) lawyers face while represent-
ing the interests of native title claim-
ants. The Report also sets out appro-
priate strategies for developing train-
ing and professional development pro-

grams.

Research for the Report involved
comprehensive consultations with legal
and managerial staff of NTRBs, as well
as other professionals who work or
otherwise deal with NTRB lawyers.
Substantial background research was

also undertaken.

The research project has the involve-
ment and support of NTRBs across
the country, Aboriginal Torres Strait
Islander Services, the National Native
Title Tribunal, the Federal Court of
Australia, the Australian National Uni-
versity, the University of New South
Wales, law firms Chalk and Fitzgerald,
Arnold Bloch Leibler and Gilbert +
Tobin, as well as several philanthropic

foundations.

As a result of the research and feed-
back gained during the project, student
internships have been established to
increase student participation and
awareness of career opportunities in
native title. Students spend six weeks
at an NTRB or a policy think tank such
as the Cape York Institute for Policy
and Leadership. Students undertake a
range of tasks including research and
preparation of witness evidence.
Feedback from the program has been
overwhelmingly positive. Melissa and
Richard were assisted by Monique
Sweetland, who provided tireless re-

search work.

The Report is available at:
www.law.monash.edu.au/castancentre/




